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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 School Background 

The school currently comprises of 8 classes for session 2013 – 2014, with 161 

pupils from Primary 1-7. In addition to this, there is a full time nursery which 

holds spaces for 40 children in the morning and 40 in the afternoon. The school 

staff is made up of the Headteacher, Principal teacher and 11 teachers. There 

are also support staff, office staff, Early Years Officers, Kitchen and Cleaning 

staff and a janitor. The school is also well supported by the Parent Council and 

Parent Helpers.  

The children play an active part in the life of the school through the Pupil 

Council, Eco Committee and Playground Buddy Scheme. The school is working 

towards their Green Flag status.  

In August 2011 Cardenden Primary moved into a new building. The car park and 

playground were also re structured. 

1.2 Location Plan 

Cardenden Primary is located on Cardenden Castle Avenue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. SITE AUDIT 

There is a car park located within the grounds for staff and visitors to use. It 

cannot be used by parents. The exception is any disabled pupil requiring access. 

They may use the disabled bay located in the car park. 

.  

There is a bicycle shed located next to the car park. 

Carden Castle Avenue can become very congested at beginning and end of school 

day. This is due to parents in cars collecting children. 
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2.1 Access Arrangements  

Pupils and parents access the school by 3 gated paths. The nursery have a 

separate secure entrance next to car park. A fence encloses the path. 

 

 

  

 



Parents dropping children off are asked to consider not parking on Carden 

Castle Avenue. They are asked to park further from school and walk.  

3.0 POLICY AND OBJECTIVES 

As a school we are aware of the increasing numbers of pupils being transported 

to school by car. We are also aware of the risks of this form of transport. Not 

only is this detrimental to our environment, each year road traffic accidents 

cause the majority of accidental deaths of children and young people. 

3.1 Our Aim for the School Travel Plan (STP) 

There is now a heightened awareness of the physical, social and emotional 

benefits of active travel to school, as well as the positive environmental impact 

that this can have. It is for these reasons that our school is committed to 

developing a School Travel Plan 

.3.2 Formation and of a Travel Action Group (TAG) 

In school a group looked at making travelling to school safer. School staff and 

parents along with the Travel Committee of children (a group of 6 from P 4-7) 

have looked at how to make improvements. 

 Reduce travel by car to school 

 Reduce traffic and parked cars on Carden Castle Avenue 

 Encourage active travel to school-walk, safe cycling, scooter. 

3.3 What we have done. 

 Regular stories and information sharing at whole school assemblies. 

 Taking part in Active Travel Months 

 Signing up to Bikeability scheme 

 Put signs in car park stating staff only. 

 Pupil Council designed leaflets for parents 

 Parent Council writing letter to transportation. 



 Working with Fife Police to deter use of Carden Castle Avenue as a pick up/ 

drop off point 

 Working with Community Council to raise profile of efforts school are 

making 

 Increased car park spaces by 6 to ensure staff can park in car park. 

 Identified Safe Routes to school with Transportation (Denise Richmond) 

3.4 Future Aims 

 Keep high profile by including assembly work, pupil council work. 

Reduce cars picking up/dropping off at Carden Castle Avenue4.  

CURRENT TRAVEL PATTERNS 

4.1 Travel to/from school. May 2014 

4.1.1 Pupils 

Most children walk, cycle or scooter to/from school-62% 

Significant number of children are taken by car and dropped off at school-30% 

Some children are dropped off a street away from school and walk part of way.- 

8% 

 

 

 

 

October 2011 the results of surveys were similar – but there has been an 

increase of children being driven by car to/from school. 



Over half of our P1 and P1/2 class are being driven to school. 

 

Pupils surveyed stated 

 

 

I’m not allowed to 

walk or cycle to school 

so I feel lazy. 

When my Mum drives 

me to school it is a 

waste of petrol. 

I like walking to school 

because I can talk with 

my friends. 

I would like everyone 

to walk because they 

park at the gates and 

you can’t see if there 

is traffic. 

If you walk it is part of 

your 60 minutes of 

exercise. 

I would like more cars 

not to park too close 

to the school because 

sometimes it gets too 

busy and it takes ages 

to cross. And if cars 

keep parking at the 

school it makes it 

dangerous. 

I don’t like how some 

cars are parked on the 

yellow lines and it is 

confusing. People 

could get run over. 

I feel a bit good 

because I walk a bit of 

the way. 



Cars obstruct the safe 

crossing outside the school. 

4.1.2 Parents 

From May 2014 survey parents responded thus 

67% allowed pupils to walk alone or walked with their child 

25% took pupils to/from school in car 

8% took pupils in car-parked and walked. 

Parents driving children to school-80% in recent survey stated “convenience” to 

be the reason. 

We want less congestion so it is safe for all pupils to walk to school. 

What our parents say 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The bad points of walking to 

school are there are too 

many cars near the school. 
Most paths are away from 

the busy roads. Only one 

road to cross and that is not 

busy. 

Parents dropping children 

off at the gates causes 

congestion. 
As well as being good 

exercise it lets my child 

meet her friends on the 

walk to school. 



4.1.3 Staff 

All our staff travel to work by car on their own or car share. 

84% take car on their own 

16% car share 

What our staff say 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

5. Mapping Work 

All classes worked with their teachers to look at local maps in the area. 

Teachers used a series of coloured pens to draw the routes to school.  

All pupils, apart from 3, came into school grounds in Carden Castle Avenue. 

When children are being driven to school it is in this street that majority are 

being dropped off. This causes the road to be congested and dangerous. 

Cardenden is a safe area to walk in as there are many routes from home to 

school that are on pavement and footpath. There are relatively few roads to 

cross. 

I need to attend meetings 

outwith school and at end 

of day so am unable to car 

share. 

I would consider cycling to 

school if there was a cycle 

path-the Cluny road is not 

safe to cycle. 

.I like to work early in the 

morning and other teachers like 

to work late in the afternoon 

making it problematic to car 

share. 



 

6 Route Audit 

A route audit was completed by pupils, staff and parent along with a member of 

Fife Council -transportation . 

Footpaths and pavements were looked at. Lines which need refreshing were 

noted and action was taken to repaint. A full copy of the route audit can be seen 

in Appendix 1 

7. KEY ISSUES AND BARRIERS  

The main causes of congestion are:  

 Parents dropping off children as close to the school as they can.  

 Parked cars in Carden Castle Park 

 Cars parking at the entrance of the school, making visibility in this area 

very poor.  

 

 



8.  ACTION PLAN  

Behavioural Initiatives 

Priority 

-High 

Action Action Owner Target Date 

Encourage 

active travel 

to school-

walk, cycle, 

scooter.  

Use Assembly to Highlight 

dangers of congestion in 

Carden Castle Avenue 

Visit from Sixty Minute Kid 

 

School/TAG April – June 

2014 

Encourage 

less car travel 

Target Nursery & P1 

parents to reduce car 

travel to school 

School/TAG April – June 

2014 

Ensure bike 

travel is safe. 

Run Bikeability course as 

after school activity 

School June – 

September 

2014 

Where cars 

are used, 

encourage use 

of streets 

further away 

as Park and 

Walk. 

Recommend other 

streets/areas to park as 

area safe for children to 

walk from. 

School 

Travel Team 

June-August 

2014 

 

Physical Measures 

Priority-

High 

Action Action Owner Target Date 

Encourage 

less car 

travel 

Request refresh of 

‘School Keep Clear’ 

markings 

Transportation April 2014 



Encourage 

active 

travel to 

school-

walk, 

cycle, 

scooter 

Safer Routes to School 

Signs to be applied to 

Footways on Core Path 

Network 

Transportation August 2014 

Encourage 

less car 

travel 

Enforce no Parking by 

parents within Car Park 

New signs installed 

School On-going 

 



9. MONITORING & EVALUATION  

This will be done termly. Plan will be updated as required. 

 

10 DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL TRAVEL PLAN  

The following bodies will receive a copy of the School Travel Plan:  

 Fife Council Transportation Services and Travel Plan Team 

 Fife Council Education Service   

 Fife Constabulary Road Safety Unit  

 Community Police 

 Parent Council 

 Active Schools Co-ordinator  

 Copies will also be made available to the parents from the School Office 

and via the school information site.  

 

Susan Harper September 2014 
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