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Canongate Primary School - Learning Letter FIRST Term 1
Dear Parent/Carer,																		
Learning in P2 at Canongate will follow Fife’s Playful Pedagogy Approach. Learning will be through a blend of child-initiated play, teacher-initiated play & direct teaching. The balance of the day will change in response to the needs of the learners.
IMPORTANT! Indoor shoes are now necessary every day as the grass can be very muddy. Black gym shoes that can be left in school are perfect. Your child should bring a raincoat every day.
Please also ensure your child comes to school with their homework folder EVERY day. 
Miss Fernie and P2
Learning through play (core provision):
These areas are where child-initiated play will be encouraged fostering curiosity, experimentation, persistence, discovery, problem-solving, sharing and teamwork (known as meta-skills).
	Home Corner
	Sand/Water
	Loose Parts
	Small World

	Leading, communication, collaboration, sense-making, adapting, feeling.

	Creativity, sense-making, critical thinking, collaboration, curiosity, gross & fine motor skills.

	Meta-skills challenges/Fine motor

Creativity, adapting, sense-making, initiative, fine motor skills.

	Dinosaurs/animals/character figurines

Communication, feeling, sense-making, adapting.


	Craft Area
	Outdoor Area
	Block Play
	Construction

	Junk Modelling

Curiosity, creativity, focussing, fine motor skills. 
	Access to P1 garden

Initiative, sense-making, adapting, curiosity, creativity, communication, collaboration, gross-motor skills. 
	Focussing, initiative, critical thinking, creativity, sense-making, adapting.
	Focussing, initiative, critical thinking, creativity, sense-making, adapting.
 



Learning:
As part of our home/school partnership, we are aware that parents would like to know what their child(ren) are learning in school.  Please use our ‘Learning Letter’ to discuss your child’s learning with them.
Please find an overview below of the areas they will be looking at this term.  These are the overarching ‘Learning Intentions’ for the whole class for the term.  Individual children’s targets may differ slightly based on need.  Please don’t hesitate to contact the school if you have any queries or if there is something you feel you could support us with.

	Reading

	· We are continuing to practise phonics by recapping and consolidating sounds and digraphs. 
· We are continuing to learn and recognise common words (first 50) and ORT keywords. 
· We are learning to use context clues to read and understand texts. 
· We are learning to demonstrate some fluency in reading. 
· We are learning to read aloud with expression. 
· We are learning to retell the beginning, middle and ending of a story and talk about the main ideas. 
· We are learning to share our opinions about stories in different ways and will link this to our writing.
· We are learning to read for pleasure and enjoyment through daily stories and regular visits to the bookery.


	Writing

	Our focus this term is response writing (book/short film review).
· We are learning to write simple sentences which give detail about a topic. 
· We are learning to use descriptive language (adjectives) to uplevel our writing. 
· We are learning to write personal reflections (what did we like/dislike).
· We are learning to use phonetically plausible strategies to spell or attempt to spell unknown words.
· We are learning to spell the first 50 common words. 
· We are continuing to practise correctly using capital letters, full stops and finger spaces in our writing.
· We are continuing to practise writing letters of mostly the correct size and are learning to neatly present our writing i.e., writing on the line. 
· We are learning about consonants and vowels. 
· Some children will use Clicker for writing support.

	Listening & Talking
	· We are learning to take turns when listening and talking and will develop this through whole class, group and partner tasks.  
· We are learning about the importance of both talking and listening when communicating with others. 
· We are learning to share ideas and can share them in the correct order.  
· We are learning to listen and follow instructions correctly.  
· We are learning to retell a story orally and can talk about what we liked/disliked.

	Numeracy

	Numbers to 100/Place Value
· We are learning to read, write, order and recite numbers to 100 (some children will explore numbers beyond 100). 
· We are learning to identify missing numbers on a number line or number square within 100. 
· We are learning to count in 2’s and 10’s (forwards and backwards). 
· We are learning our doubles to 20.
· We will continue to practise our number bonds to 10. 
· We are learning to subitise to 20.
· We are learning to recognise the value of each digit in a 2-digit number and to explain the link between its place and value. 
· We are learning to order a set of 2-digit numbers in ascending and descending order.
· We are learning to use mathematical vocabulary related to our learning (e.g. more, less, between).

Shape: 
· We are learning to identify the properties of common 2D shapes, e.g. edges and vertices.
· We are extending our understanding of 2D shapes to be able to name pentagons, hexagons and octagons. 
· We will practise drawing 2D shapes from memory. 
· We are learning to recognise the difference between familiar 2D shapes (square/rectangle, circle/oval).
· We are learning to recognise and name simple 3D objects.
· We are learning to recognise the properties of 3D objects, e.g. vertices, faces and edges.

	Social Studies 

	Our topic this term is ‘Our Society’ 
· We are learning about needs and wants and will describe the difference between a need and a want.
· We will explore Children’s Rights through stories and will link these to our school values and people who help us in the community. 
· We are learning to take responsibility for our actions and choices in school. 
· We are learning about why rules are important and how they keep us safe. 
· We are learning to make fair choices and will take part in simple voting activities (links to numeracy). 
· We are learning to talk about how our choices can affect the world around us. 

	Science

	Our science learning will link to our social studies topic of society:
· We are learning about what humans, animals, and plants need to stay alive (links to needs and wants).
· We are learning to label the parts of a plant and will explore the life cycle of a plant. 

	Health & Wellbeing incl.
P.E.

	· We are learning to understand the importance of friendship, caring, sharing, fairness, and love in building positive relationships.
· We will explore our whole school values (ambition, kindness, equity, respect). 
· We are learning to recognise and respect the different needs of people around us.
· We are learning to take responsibility for our own behaviour and actions in school and at home.
· We are learning to describe ways to keep ourselves safe, including following safety rules.
· We are learning to understand our rights and how they help us feel safe and cared for.
· We are learning to recognise our strengths and skills and how these help us in our community.
· We are learning to share our feelings and ideas clearly with others.
· We are learning to take part in group activities and make positive contributions.
· We are learning about each of the 12 meta-skills and will practise identifying these skills in our learning and play. 
PE:
This term we will focus on games:
· We will play a variety of games that will develop our coordination, gross motor skills and spatial awareness. 
· We are learning about the importance of communication when working as a team. 
· We are learning to follow and understand rules and procedures. 
· We are learning to take on different roles within a team. 
· We will continue to develop our stamina and fitness levels through Run a Mile. 



	Expressive Arts
(Music, Art and Drama)
	Art:
· Using a sketchbook, we are continuing to learn about the visual elements of art and will focus on colour. 
· We are learning about primary and secondary colours. 
· We will create artwork using our knowledge of primary and secondary colours. 
· We are learning to use colour to show feelings and emotions. 
· We are learning to share our thoughts and opinions about artists, our own and each other's art. 
· We will use our shape learning to create artwork. 

Music:
· We are learning about the beat in music and will keep a steady beat with movement and body percussion. 
· We will use percussion instruments to play the beat along to songs/music, responding to faster or slower tempo (speed).  

	RME
	· We are learning to describe some of the beliefs Christians have about God and Jesus by exploring bible stories. 
· We are learning about the key values of Christianity and how they might be put into action in people’s lives and communities. 

	Digital Literacy/Technology

	· We are learning to log onto the computer and netbooks independently (with support from our P7 Digital Leaders) 
· We are learning to use different online resources to support our learning such as Top Marks and Sumdog.
· We are learning to follow simple algorithms (instructions). 
· We will use our interactive whiteboard to select our lunch choices, practice letter formation and handwriting and to play games to support our learning.  
· We will continue to remind ourselves how to stay safe online and be aware of the risk to our wellbeing. 
· Some children will use Clicker software to support and enhance learning.

	French
	· We are learning to ask ‘How are you?’ and respond with different phrases. 
· We are learning to understand and say some simple classroom instructions in French. 

	Outdoor Education

	· We are learning to develop our teamwork and exploration skills through weekly visits to the forest.
· We are learning to take and navigate risks safely. 
· We will explore natural resources to create artwork.




Important Class Information:
	Everyday Requirements
	· Warm and waterproof jacket for outdoor play and learning experiences.
· A change of shoes e.g. bring indoor shoes for in class (which are left in school).
· Large, full water bottle refreshed daily.

	P.E. Days
	· Tuesday – 
· We will also be completing the Daily Mile on other days throughout the week, so please make sure your child has suitable shoes for running and outdoor activities. It is absolutely fine for their outdoor shoes to be a pair of dark trainers.

	P.E. Kit Requirements
	· Dark shorts/joggers/leggings, short sleeved t-shirt and indoor trainers.

	Outdoor Education Days
	· Forest Day/Outdoor Education Day – Thursday

	Outdoor Kit Requirements
	· Warm & waterproof jacket and suitable outdoor shoes/change of shoes and a change of clothes in case we get wet! 

	Homework Schedule
	· Spelling/Vocabulary/Numeracy/Other - Out Thursday returned Tuesday. Some homework tasks will be posted on Seesaw.
· Reading – sent out twice a week – Monday and Wednesday. 
· N.B. Homework folders and entire contents should live in children’s bags at all times except when being used. They are required EVERYDAY in school for various tasks e.g. spelling work/entering spelling/reading/entering homework slips/transfer of important letters

	Class Behaviour Strategies
	· Smiley face jar
· House points


	Adults in Our Class
	· PSA – Mrs Togie & Mr Spencer
· NCCT – Mrs Smith


	Visits & Visitors & How You Could Help Us
	· Do you have an expertise in any of the areas we will be learning about in the class this term? It would be great to hear from you!
· Adult helpers for forest days are always welcome!

	Dates For the Diary
	· Family Picnic - Friday 28th August 2026 (12:30 -13:20).
· Homework begins – Thursday 3rd September 2026. 
· Parents’ Night Late – Thursday 1st October 2026 (17:00 – 19:30). 
· Parents’ Night Early – Tuesday 6th October 2026 (15:30 – 18:00). 
· End of Term – Friday 9th October 2026 (15:00). 
· Start of Term 2 – Monday 26th October 2026 (09:00). 









image1.png
Canongalte
@muition) )

m 8 W8 \Besiccy
Tlhe Gate To A Great FUllIE




image2.png




