
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attendance % - What’s Your Number? 
In Bell Baxter, we know the importance of good attendance and guidance staff regularly review 
attendance records with young people. 
  
We emphasised the importance of good attendance at recent Assemblies and this week, we 
launch our ‘What’s Your Number’ campaign for the current school year. This campaign highlights 
the importance of good attendance and how it can impact on progress and achievement. The 
three visuals for the campaign are shown below and are displayed around the school. 
 

                
 
Each young person will be issued with their full attendance record next week, so that they can 
discuss this with parents/carers at home.  
  
To support our aim to improve attendance, we would like parents/carers to review the attendance 
record. Where a young person has any unexplained absence on their attendance record and the 
reason is known, please annotate the attendance record and return it to the school by posting it 
through the school ‘Drop Box’ at Reception or hand it directly to a Guidance Teacher. 
  
The updated attendance record should be returned to the school by Friday 25th October 2019. 
  
Once we receive the updated attendance record, we will update the record in school to reflect the 
reasons given for each absence. If the form is not returned, we will assume that all absences are 
known by parents/carers and update our records accordingly. Any period of attendance not 
known or unexplained, will be marked as ‘unauthorised’. 
  
The school thanks all parents/carers for support in this matter and any questions should be 
directed to the Guidance Team. 
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May Public Holiday 2020 
At JNCF on 24th September, the Trade Unions agreed to move the May public holiday scheduled 
for Monday 4th May to Friday 8th May 2020 in line with the UK and Scottish Government, to 
commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE Day.  Further communications will be updated on Fife 
Direct in due course.  Parents will be further notified of school closure later in the school term, 
information will be shared via Groupcall, Weekly Bulletin and website. 
 
Polar Academy 
Please see below a link to the letter from Stephen Gethins MP who has recently tabled a motion in 
the House of Commons to congratulate Bell Baxter and our 20 young people on their Polar 
Academy endeavours. 
https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/fi/public/bellbaxterhighschool/uploads/sites/9838/2019/09/23
150810/S-Gettins-Letter-Polar-Academy.pdf     
 
Student Teachers 
This week we extend a warm welcome to the following students to the school: 

Claire Bowan – PE - Edinburgh University 

Melanie Matthew – Biology – Edinburgh University 

 
Bell Baxter’s Got Talent 
The talent show will now no longer be taking place on Thursday 24th October 2019.   
The revised date is Friday 20th December 2019.  The plan is to have a dress rehearsal, potentially 
with an audience during Periods 1 and 2, with the show taking place during Periods 3 and 
4.  Numbers will be confirmed nearer the time. (Mr Kevin Hall) 
 
 
 
 
Couch to 5KM Club 
Last week’s Friday lunchtime run helped us take 24,000 steps between us in 25 minutes! Come 
along this Friday to the Gym Hall at 12.30 pm to improve your fitness and your mood with music 
and support to run 5km. Beginners welcome! See Ms Aitken Room 413 or Molly Wilson (Head Girl) 
for details. 
 
 
 
 
Assembly (S1) 
S1 pupils will be having an Assembly on Friday 4th October Period 3.  Pupils should register in class, 
then make their way to the Assembly Hall accompanied by their teacher. Please ensure that 
jackets and bags are left in the classroom and that pupils arrive prompt. (S1 Year Team) 
 
Assembly (S2) 
S2 pupils will be having an Assembly on Tuesday 1st October Period 2.  This Assembly will include 
input from the Fire Service regarding dangers of fireworks. Pupils should register in class, then 
make their way to the Assembly Hall accompanied by their teacher. Please ensure that jackets and 
bags are left in the classroom and that pupils arrive prompt. (S2 Year Team) 
 
Assembly (S3) 
S3 pupils will be having an Assembly on Friday 4th October Period 4.  Pupils should register in class, 
then make their way to the Assembly Hall accompanied by their teacher. Please ensure that 
jackets and bags are left in the classroom and that pupils arrive prompt.  (S3 Year Team) 
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Tempest Photographs 
Tempest Photography will be in school on Wednesday 2nd October to take individual S1 
photographs.  All pupils will have their photo taken and will be given a copy of it and an envelope 
from Tempest should they wish to make a purchase. 
 
Daily Drop in in Room 212 for S1 
Daily Drop in in Room 212.  All welcome, come along and bring your lunch. (Ms C Pour) 
 
 

 
Assembly (S4)  
S4 pupils will be having an Assembly on Friday 4th October Period 2.  Pupils should register in class, 
then make their way to the Assembly Hall accompanied by their teacher. Please ensure that 
jackets and bags are left in the classroom and that pupils arrive prompt. (S4 Year Team)  
 
Assembly (S5) 
S5 pupils will be having an Assembly on Thursday 3rd October Period 6.  Pupils should register in 
class, then make their way to the Assembly Hall accompanied by their teacher. Please ensure that 
jackets and bags are left in the classroom and that pupils arrive prompt. (S5 Year Team) 
 
Assembly (S6) 
S6 pupils will be having an Assembly on Thursday 3rd October Period 5.  Pupils should register in 
class, then make their way to the Assembly Hall accompanied by their teacher. Please ensure that 
jackets and bags are left in the classroom and that pupils arrive prompt. (S6 Year Team)  
 
S6 UCAS Convention 
On Tuesday 1st October all S6 pupils will have the opportunity to attend a UCAS conference at the 
Rothes Halls 9:30 am-12.00 noon. In order to attend all pupils must return the attached consent 
form (paper copies available in SE on Thursday) with £5 bus payment by Monday 30th September, 
2019.   (Ms A Cunneen) 
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