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Ethanol Fuel Definition: Ethanol intended for fuel use. Fuel ethanol in the 
United States must be anhydrous (less than 1 percent water). Fuel ethanol is 
denatured (made unfit for human consumption), usually prior to transport from 
the ethanol production facility, by adding 2 to 5 volume percent petroleum, 
typically pentanes plus or conventional motor gasoline. Fuel ethanol is used 
principally for blending in low concentrations with motor gasoline as an 
oxygenate or octane enhancer. In high concentrations, it is used to fuel 
alternative-fuel vehicles specially designed for its use. 
 

Year 
Consumption 

/x1000 barrels per day  

2000 166.85 

2001 141.38 

2002 160.17 

2003 144.02 

2004 177.12 

2005 181.90 

2006 194.13 

2007 262.10 

2008 336.55 

2009 393.30 

2010 381.91 

2011 332.42 

 
 
 

Where 1 barrel of oil = 158.987295 liters 



 
 
Motor Gasoline Definition: A complex mixture of relatively volatile 
hydrocarbons with or without small quantities of additives, blended to form a 
fuel suitable for use in spark-ignition engines. Gasoline includes conventional 
gasoline; all types of oxygenated gasoline, including gasohol; and 
reformulated gasoline, but excludes aviation gasoline.  
 

Year  
Consumption 
/x1000 barrels 

per day  

2000 579.50 

2001 491.85 

2002 279.15 

2003 277.54 

2004 303.66 

2005 307.87 

2006 309.35 

2007 331.18 

2008 327.06 

2009 329.42 

2010 393.08 

 

Where 1 barrel of ethanol  = 158.987295 liters 
 


