TONE 1: INTRODUCTION
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Tone – is the mood or attitude of the writer towards the subject matter. A question on tone involves you writing a sentence in which you clearly identify the tone. 
Then, depending on the marks available, you should have one or two quotations with a clear explanation of how the tone is created through the words you have quoted.

Wording Of Tone Questions

Specific

Comment on the writer’s tone in…
Describe the tone of…

What is the tone of the writer in… and how is it created?

How does the writer’s tone…

General Questions that include tone

Show how the writer…

How does the writer…

How does the writer’s language…
Examples of Tone
Sarcastic
  Ironic

Depressed

Cynical
Pessimistic
Optimistic
  Angry

Disappointed
Humorous
Gloomy
Concerned
  Apologetic

Disbelieving
Doubtful
Negative

Bitter

  Irritated

Mocking

Scathing
Serious
Enthusiastic
   Hopeful

Critical

Confused
Hostile



TONE 2: GOOD AND BAD ANSWERS
Example Question

Comment on the writer’s tone in lines 10-12 and how it helps develop his argument. (3).
Good Response

The writer creates a disappointed tone.

This tone is created through the use of “catalogue of let-downs”. The idea of a catalogue suggests that there have been a series of things that have disappointed or “let down” the writer.
This helps develop his argument because he has already explained how he had high hopes that the government would take some action to cut harmful emissions but the disappointed tone helps emphasise how little has been done to deal with the issue.
Bad Response

The writer’s tone is clearly fed up and this helps develop his argument as he has not been impressed by the lack of action taken to stop polluting the atmosphere.
Bad Response

The writer creates an angry tone. He is obviously angry because he tells us about the fact the government has done nothing to stop the atmosphere being destroyed.
Tone: Practice Questions

1. The day had gone brilliantly. I crashed my car in the morning, got sacked by an unsympathetic boss for being late and found my wife kissing my best friend in my living room, when I returned home early from what used to be my work. 

Describe the tone of lines 1-4 and explain how it is created. (3)
2. I am fed up listening to scaremongers about the E-coli virus, telling me my child should never visit a farm or come into contact with animals. I am weary of organizations that are dedicated to promulgating the idea that threats and dangers to children lurk everywhere. I am sick of charities who on the one hand attack overprotective parents and at the same time say children should never be left unsupervised in public places.
How does the writer’s tone help convey her strength of feeling about the subject she is writing about? (3)

3. I couldn’t believe the cheek of the boy, sitting there with his smug, self-satisfied face and his stupid, malformed ears glowing with pride. 

Comment on the writer’s tone in lines 1-3 (2)
4. Walking through the rain, I thought wistfully about how I would feel when I eventually got home and managed to change out of my sodden clothes. As grim darkness descended mercilessly upon me, I hoped for a full moon, to illuminate my way along the dull pathway.

What is the tone of the writer in lines 1-5 and how is it created? (3)

5. Ultimately we must ask ourselves whether we find the risk of future impact to be sufficiently great to merit doing something to avoid it. Many dangers posed by living in a modern technological society are far more likely to cost us our lives, but that is not the point. Rare comet or asteroid impacts may cost all of us our lives. So how will the threat of comets and asteroids fit into our thinking? We can only answer this question after we have learned a great deal more about the nature of the danger.

What is the writer’s tone in lines 1-8 and how is it created? (2)

6. Even the universal image of old age as the time of superior wisdom is passing away. We no longer have Elders whose counsel is precious and who must be respected. This debunking was already underway with Shakespeare’s sardonic Seven Ages in As You Like It. For him, life after about 40 was already crumbling into absurdity. In our own times, grandmothers are still expected to remember – that much of their function remains – but their habit of giving advice, and requiring attention to be paid to their advice, is no longer wanted. The old have been excommunicated and they resent it.

What is the writer’s tone in lines 1 – 10? (2)
7. The day had gone brilliantly. I crashed my car in the morning, got sacked by an unsympathetic boss for being late and found my wife kissing my best friend in my living room, when I returned home early from what used to be my work. 

Describe the tone of lines 1-3 and explain how it is created. (3)
8. I couldn’t believe the cheek of the boy, sitting there with his smug, self-satisfied face and his stupid, malformed ears glowing with pride. 

Comment on the writer’s tone in lines 1-2 (2)
9. Walking through the rain, I thought wistfully about how I would feel when I eventually got home and managed to change out of my sodden clothes. As grim darkness descended mercilessly upon me, I hoped for a full moon, to illuminate my way along the dull pathway.

What is the tone of the writer in lines 1-4 and how is it created? (3)

