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IMAGERY 1: AN INTRODUCTION
Imagery – these questions ask you to identify an image in the passage. Then you have to comment on the ideas associated with the image and explain how these ideas are connected to the main idea in the question.

An image is created through describing one thing (e.g. a man) using words that would usually be used to describe something else (e.g. a panther). This then leads to the reader associating the ideas associated with the image (e.g. a panther and its ferocity, danger and sleek speed) with the thing described (e.g. a man).


Wording Of Imagery Questions

Any question with the words “ image” or “ imagery” in it. However, there are a range of questions which could allow references to imagery created by the writer, e.g. “show how” or “referring to the passage” or even “word-choice” questions.


Things To Remember
· You should try, wherever possible, to quote when you are identifying the image.
· If you are identifying and commenting on more than one image in response to a question, each individual image must be explained and connected to the main idea in the question separately.

· Just picking out an image will not get you full marks. You must use words like “connotations” or “is associated with” in your answer to allow you to explain what the writer is doing with the image and how it is connected to the question.

IMAGERY 2: IDENTIFYING AN IMAGE

· You are going to practice identifying images.
· Your teacher will give you a supplementary sheet to help you in this activity.

· You are going to go through the four stages involved in identifying an image

1. Ask yourself, “What is actually being described?”
2. Look for words/phrases that would usually be used to describe something else.

3. Think about what these words/phrases would usually be used to describe (and that is the image created!)

4. Think about the ideas associated with the image and these are now transferred onto the thing being described

There is an example on your supplementary sheet that goes through the stages in the process for the following image:
The bull accelerated across the field, changing into top gear, before crashing into the fence.


Your Task

Go through the stages in the process for the images below. 

Use the supplementary sheet to jot down your thoughts.

1. He clung to the judge’s words, looking for something unexpected to emerge which he could hold on to, preventing himself sinking beneath the overwhelming waves created by his thoughtless actions.

2. He slithered up to the bar, and hissed into the beautiful blonde woman’s ear.

3. Every moment spent with her was precious, a collection of shining jewels in the dull collection of experiences that made up his life so far. When he was on his own, he would retrieve the golden memories from the darkness of his mind, and polish them lovingly, making them glow even more brilliantly.

4. He really was a donkey, standing at the heart of the defence braying at his team-mates.

IMAGERY 3: GOOD AND BAD RESPONSES

Passage

Many schools today are terrifying. Adults who are unfortunate enough to wander by one when the bell goes for lunch, find themselves forced to cower against a wall, as hordes of savage barbarians charge into the streets, claiming new territory in their endless campaign to turn the world into a less pleasant place.

Example Question 
How does the writer use imagery to make his displeasure with schoolchildren clear to the reader? (3)

Good Answer

The writer creates an image of the schoolchildren being like an invading army through the use of “hordes of savage barbarians”. This suggest that, like an army, there are a lot of them and they are violent and dangerous. In addition, the writer also creates an image of an army when he writes “claiming new territory”. This suggests that, like an army, they are taking a territory over and destroying the peace that used to exist there.

Bad Answer

The writer makes the reader think that the children are really nasty and horrible because they are running out into the streets and taking them over. The writer obviously feels scared of the children if he is caught up in the middle of them during lunch-time.

Bad Answer

The writer tells us that the children are like “barbarians”. It is obvious that this makes him afraid of them and he doesn’t like it when they rush out of school like barbarians.
Bad Answer

An image is created of the children being like “hordes of savage barbarians”. Because he describes them like this, it is clear that he is using an image to make them seem unpleasant.

Bad Answer

The writer describes the schoolchildren as turning the world into a “less pleasant place”. This image makes it seem like they are unpleasant. He also tells us that they are “claiming new territory” which again makes them seem unpleasant.

IMAGERY 4: ADDITIONAL IMAGERY QUESTIONS 

1. He would never have a party again. They descended upon the house, almost instantly consuming everything in their path, before leaving it bare and lifeless after they departed. 

Comment on the use of imagery in lines 1-3 (3)

2. When he discovered her, Sheila was in a terrible state. She bit his shoulder savagely, tearing her claws down his back and hissing at him when he tried to approach her. Every time he beat her off, she leapt at him once more, drawing blood with each furious attack.

Explain how the author uses imagery in lines 1-3 to draw the reader’s attention to the way Sheila was behaving. (2)

3. As fuel costs escalate, and they inevitably will, there will be more and more discontent. The public in this country have been the victims for too long, with the oil companies holding a gun to our heads, and callously robbing us. Unfortunately, there is no-one to protect us from this crime as our government is just as bad and they get their cut through increased tax revenues.
Show how the writer uses imagery to express her discontent at both the oil companies and the government (3).
4. It is clear that his time in Scandinavia was vital in Casey’s intellectual development. During his discussions with university colleagues, ideas took root, grew and blossomed spectacularly in the Summer of 1963 and became a thing of beauty. I refer of course to the publication of his masterpiece, “Life and How Not to Live It”.

Explain how the writer uses imagery to make us aware of the way that Casey’s ideas developed during his time in Scandinavia (2).
