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Quoting/Referring To Passage 1: Introduction
Quoting/Referring To Passage- these questions involve you using quotations from the passage (as short as possible). Each quotation should have an explanation connecting what you have quoted to the main idea in the question.

Wording Of Quoting Questions

Specific

By referring to the passage…

Refer to specific words/phrases…

Justify your response by referring to the text…
By commenting on specific words or phrase…

General  
Show how the author…


Things To Remember
· Each quotation must have an individual explanation.

· Your quotations should be as short as possible.

· Think in terms of one quotation plus explanation for each mark available. However, if you can only find one quotation or are only asked for one for a 2 mark question, you should go into a lot of detail in your explanation.

· Always put speech marks round the word(s) quoted.

Quoting/Referring to Passage 2: Example Answers

Passage
Women are generally superior to men. They are less inclined to throw tantrums. Females are also more likely to attach appropriate importance to what should matter in life – you rarely see a woman in tears over the result of a football game. Women – and this is going to be hard for your average macho man to accept – have been statistically proven to have a far higher pain threshold than the male of our species. If a man had to endure the delights of childbirth, it wouldn’t be long before homo-sapiens was part of the endangered species list. Finally, women work harder – a government task force has been set up recently to deal with underachieving boys in our schools. The reason for this “problem” is clear: now that women have equality of opportunity in the classroom, we are doing better than boys are, because we put more effort into achieving our goals.

Question

By referring to the passage, explain why the author believes that women are “generally superior” to men. (4)

Bad Answer

The author thinks women are superior because they don’t throw many tantrums. She also says that women “put more effort into achieving our goals”. Another thing she says is women have a “far higher pain threshold than men”.
Good Answer

She tells us women are “less inclined to throw tantrums” which suggests that women are superior because they control their temper more effectively than men. She also claims that statistics prove women have a “far higher pain threshold”. This suggests that women can tolerate pain more than men. Another reason she puts forward to suggest female superiority is that “women work harder” suggesting that women are more driven and diligent in the workplace. A final reason is that women “attach appropriate importance to what should matter in life” suggesting that men have their priorities all wrong in contrast to females.
Quoting/Referring to Passage 3: Practice Questions
1. The Smiths made an outstanding contribution to music in the 1980’s. At a time of electronic, synthesized pop, they put the guitar back at the heart of their songs. Their lyrics were thoughtful and self-mocking and this injection of humour was the perfect antidote to the unsmiling and unremittingly dull bands of the period who hid behind massive synthesizers blasting out dirges about love and relationships. The Smiths also put an incredible amount of energy and enthusiasm into their live performances and, unsurprisingly, they eventually evolved from being a cult indie band to become one of the most important and influential musical forces of their generation.
By referring to the passage, explain two reasons why the writer feels The Smiths were so successful. (2)

2. My contempt for British politicians has grown steadily over the past decade. It seems clear to me that members of the main political parties have chosen their careers for selfish reasons. Long gone are the days when our politicians believed in a cause or had strong philosophical beliefs. It seems they cannot be bothered trying to influence the hearts and minds of those who are meant to turn out to vote for them. Quite frankly they seem to be making it up as they go along and decisions are based on the most recent opinion polls and tabloid headlines. 
And, when all things are considered, there is a lot of money to be made from a career in politics - paying your wife to do “secretarial duties”, claiming allowances for time spent in London, writing columns for newspapers, accepting a seat on the board of a company after “retiring” or delivering paid lectures. Why do you think MPs have spent so long fighting to stop the public learning more about the expenses each individual has claimed – they use the “not in the public interest argument” but they are protecting their own interests and are desperate to prevent us finding out more about the ways that they are fiddling money from ordinary taxpayers.
Why does the writer have contempt for politicians? You should refer to the passage to help explain your answer. (3)
