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WORD-CHOICE 1: INTRODUCTION
Word-Choice – refers to when an author chooses to use certain words or phrases to create a particular effect, e.g. to suggest mood or create an impression of someone. Questions usually identify an effect created and ask you to quote words and help explain how they create this effect.

Wording Of Word-Choice Questions

Specific

How does the writer’s word-choice…

Comment on the effect created by the writer’s word-choice in lines…
Explain how the word-choice in lines              help create an impression of…

General Questions that include word-choice

Show how the writer...

How does the writer’s language…

Comment on the techniques used…

Things To Remember

In your answer you should:
· Have single word quotations wherever possible.
· Have an individual explanation for each quotation used.
· Use the marks available to decide on the number of examples needed. Think in terms of one example plus explanation for each mark unless it specifies the number needed in the actual question.

WORD-CHOICE 2: GOOD AND BAD EXAMPLES
Example Question
How does the writer’s word-choice in lines 1-3 help the reader understand that the event suffered from a lack of organization? 

Good response

The writer’s word-choice of “shambles” emphasizes how much of a disaster the event was as we associate this word with chaos and lack of organsiation.

The use of the word “mayhem” also suggests how badly organized the event was as it has connotations of  lack of order and chaotic scenes.

Bad Response

The writer tells us that the event was badly organized because there was mayhem and it seemed a bit of a shambles.

Bad Response

The writer uses “shambles”, “chaos” and “mayhem” to emphasise that the event was badly organized.

Bad Response

The words “shambles” and “mayhem” show it was badly organized because we associate these words with being badly organized.

Bad Response
The use of “little” suggests that the event was badly organized because it suggests there was not much happening.

WORD-CHOICE 3: PRACTICE QUESTIONS

1. The miserable town began to dampen his spirits – often quite literally! Not a day went by without at least a few hours of drizzle, the sort of rain that seeped into the bones, making it hard to even consider doing anything, leaving the holidaymakers huddled round fireplaces staring blankly at the board games they really didn’t want to play.

Explain how the word-choice in lines 1- 5 helps create an impression of the mood of the holidaymakers. (3)

2. As well as being resourceful, ants are also capable of being highly destructive. Most ants are carnivorous. Many prey upon termites, raiding the great mounds and doing battle with the soldiers. If they win, they devour the defenceless workers and larvae. Others, in one of the most astounding forms of social behaviour, make slaves of a different kind of ant. They raid the nest, collect the pupae and carry them back to their own colony. When these hatch, the young ants serve their captors, collecting food and feeding it to them, for the slave-makers have such large jaws that they cannot feed themselves. The leaf-cutting ants of South America build vast underground nests and set off from them, day and night, in long columns to demolish trees, removing every shoot, leaf and stem, section by tiny section and transporting them all back to their underground chambers.

How does the author use word-choice to reveal that ants have both positive and negative attributes? (4)

3. How did Ali, the icon of world sport, come to this? It was a cavalier attitude to money when it was plentiful, an almost childlike trust in the untrustworthy and, throughout, an utterly reckless generosity.

Explain how word-choice is used by the author to help explain the reasons for Ali’s financial problems. (2)

4. The rest were relatives, friends of relatives, old pals of Ali who had fallen on hard times, and outright leeches. Daily they plundered the hotel’s shopping mall, amassing clothes, jewellery and tacky souvenirs all charged to Ali’s account.

How does the author’s word choice in lines 1-4 help create a negative impression of the people who surrounded Ali? Refer to one example in your answer(2)

5. The 20th century won itself a ghastly reputation in many areas, from genocide to the creation of ever more horrific weaponry.

How does the author use word choice to add impact to her argument in lines 1-2? (2)

6. Above all, there has been a loss of time and space for the real enjoyment of motherhood, for a straightforward embracing of those few brief years of total immersion in the business of caring for, loving, responding to one’s own little children, and of soft, sensual surrender to the rhythm of life.

Explain how the author’s word choice helps to emphasise the positive aspects of motherhood that, she feels, many women are missing out on. (3)
