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OWN WORDS  1: INTRODUCTION  
Own Words – refers to questions that ask you to find information/answers in the passage and then saying the same thing, but using your own words as much as possible.
Wording of Own Words Questions

Wording Of Own Words Questions

Specific

Using your own words…

In your own words…

Using your own words as far as possible…

General 
Explain…

Things To Remember/Useful Strategies
· Find anything you can use in the passage and underline it.

· Then, from what you have underlined, select enough to answer the question (paying careful attention to the marks available), and translate what is written into your own words, without losing the original meaning.

OWN WORDS 2: EXAMPLE ANSWERS
Passage

Wilson had a range of objections to the proposals for the new Visitor Centre. He considered them as suffering from an ignorance of the local culture. In addition, he viewed the motives behind the ideas as having their foundation purely in the realms of commercial interests. Another major problem was the fact that the building itself was planned for an area which would quickly become congested if a lot of cars attempted to head in its general direction. Following on from that, any additional parking facilities would encroach on the Town Commons, an area of stunning natural beauty. In fact, he could only see problems if the Planning Committee approved the scheme.

Question

Using your own words, explain Wilson’s objections to the proposals for the new Visitor Centre. (4)

Bad Answer

Wilson thought that the proposals were ignorant about the town’s culture.

He also thought they were for commercial reasons and there would be a lot of congestion with cars if the plans were approved.

He also felt that the park which had a lot of natural beauty would be messed up by additional parking facilities.
Good Answer
Wilson’s objections were:

· The Visitor Centre did not show enough awareness of the town’s traditions and customs. 

· The proposals were only interested in making money.

· There would be traffic jams due to more people heading to the Centre.
· More parking spaces would be needed and they would have to use space from the picturesque parklands in the town.
OWN WORDS 3: PRACTICE QUESTIONS
1. Many of the commentators I hear on television expressing their opinions about football games leave me cold. I cannot be bothered with their ill-informed, pompous and often irrelevant contributions. I usually watch the games with the sound turned down.
Explain two reasons why the writer does not like football commentators. (2)
2. The most worrying thing about Big Brother is it has turned the boredom of others into entertainment. It worries me that there seems to be a demand for 24 hour coverage from “The House” and there is constant footage of incredibly dull activities like housemates sleeping, cooking or sitting on their own staring into space. What sort of nation have we become when we are prepared to give up our own time to watch others who are even more bored than we are?
Using your own words, explain why the writer finds Big Brother “worrying”? (2)
3. Scottish football went from a high – Aberdeen winning a European trophy and the national team qualifying for five World Cup Finals in a row – to a definite low. The reasons for the deterioration in the nation’s standing in the footballing world? Chronic lack of investment in youth football was one factor. The other is more profound – our unhealthy diet and obsession with alcohol started to catch up with us as a nation, particularly in terms of the athleticism (or lack of it) in our professional footballers.
In your own words, describe the reasons for Scotland’s decline as a footballing nation. (3)

