EAL Team
General Descriptors - Stages of English Acquisition (SEED) - ELC
Pupils make progress in acquiring English as an additional language in different ways and at different rates.  Broad stages in this development are identified below as descriptions to be applied on a ‘best-fit’ basis.  Progression from stage 1 to Stage 5 can take up to 10 years and individuals are likely to show characteristics of more than one ‘stage’ at one time.  A judgement is usually needed over which stage best describes an individual’s language development, taking into account age, ability and length of time learning English.  

01 - New to English - May use first language for learning and other purposes.  May remain completely silent in the classroom.  May be copying/repeating some words or phrases.  May understand some everyday expressions in English but may have minimal or no literacy in English.  Needs considerable support to operate in English.

	Communication
	Silent period - May watch others and join in activities and routines but may not speak 
Relies on gesture to indicate meaning

Beginning to learn familiar words and survival language
Responds to yes/no and either/or questions

Uses first language to communicate




02 - Early Acquisition - May follow day to day social communication in English and participate in learning activities with support.  Beginning to use spoken English for social purposes.  May understand simple instructions and can follow narrative/accounts with visual support.  May have developed some skills in reading and writing.  May have become familiar with some subject specific vocabulary.  Still needs a significant amount of support in order to access the curriculum.

	Communication
	Understands more English than he/she can use
Increasing vocabulary

More interested in communication than correctness OR may hesitate to communicate because fears to make mistakes 

May move between two languages 




03 - Developing competence - May participate in learning activities with increasing independence.  Able to express self orally in English, but structural inaccuracies are still apparent.  Literacy will require ongoing support, particularly for understanding text and writing.  May be able to follow abstract concepts and more complex written English.  Requires support to access the curriculum fully.

	Communication
	Shows growing confidence in using English in most social situations



04 – Competent - Oral English will be developing well, enabling successful engagement in activities across the curriculum.  Can read and understand a wide variety of texts.  Written English may lack complexity and contain occasional evidence of errors in structure.  Needs some support to access subtle nuances of meaning, to refine English usage, and to develop abstract vocabulary.

	Communication
	Competent in use of spoken English in many different contexts 



05 – Fluent – Has become fluent in English as an Additional Language, and can operate across the curriculum to a level of competence equivalent to that of a pupil with English as a first language.

	Communication
	Fluent communicator in English


Three other codes, EN, LC and NA should be used as appropriate for the following cases

EN
English as a “first-language” - All pupils who have not required, do not require and will not require English as an Additional Language support. This includes pupils of varying ability in English, but their level of English is not related to it being in any way a foreign/additional language.

LC
complex learning difficulties affecting communication make assessment for level of English as an Additional Language inappropriate. This is likely to be used in a very small number of cases in the special sector.
NA
not assessed, we would expect this to be restricted to pupils who have recently moved into the local authority’s schools.
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