
Literacy, STEM skills & 

Nature
(with The Lost Words)



Literacy & Nature

Aim - stimulate thinking and signpost practical activities to 

help develop literacy, enquiry and classification skills 

outdoors (using The Lost Words)

- Discussion (Literacy in science education context)

- Activities (try some hands-on stuff online - enthusiasm)

- Resources (signpost key resources including Educators 

guidance).  



Literacy & Nature discussion

Links to the break out rooms can be found in an email from 

Gayle earlier this week.

Break-out rooms to consider 3 questions - 1 person per 

group to feedback. Timings…

- What is literacy?

- What are you doing to promote literacy through Science 

Education?

- How much could you / do you use outdoor settings?



What is Literacy?

Wider concept

Communication skills 

(speaking and listening)

Expressing our emotions, 

thinking, learning, wellbeing, 

personal identity

Key foundation for learning-

access whole of curriculum



Literacy & Nature

• Inspiration

• Engage 

• Authentic

• Place 

• Purpose 

• Relevance

Creativestarleanring.com



STEM Skills



Numeracy/ IT 
Skills

Problem solving Valuing diversity

Negotiation Teamwork Communication

Deadlines Adaptable Organisational

STEM 
Skills

Initiative 



Literacy, enquiry & classification 

Search your outdoor space, 

books or internet, look out the 

window, choose a plant or 

animal and make up your own 

name for it according to what it 

looks like or what it does.

Share your unique name in chat 

function (we can see if we can 

guess / imagine what it is…)



Literacy, enquiry & classification 



The Lost Words

“Building vocabulary and 

increasing curiosity about 

language remain core to this, 

along with providing relevant, 

real-life stimuli for writing and 

increasing learner engagement in 

opportunities to write across a 

variety of genres. …The Lost 

Words can support learning in 

these areas”.  Michelle Moore, 

QIO for Literacy 



Explorers Guide - hands on

Movement poem



Explorers Guide – hands on

Ever dreamed of being…..

Break-out rooms

1 person per group to 

feedback.

Timings...















Resources



Resources 



Resources 



Links 

www.johnmuirtrust.org/initiatives/the-lost-words

Scottish Book Trust Blog: 

www.readingchallenge.scot/blog/2019-02/outdoor-reading-

journeys-lost-words

Padlet: https://padlet.com/LostWordsforSchools/lwfs

Use/share using hashtag #TheLostWords.

Spell Songs

www.youtube.com/channel/UCmmCD0vZd2YueMgn7cv5YjA

http://www.johnmuirtrust.org/initiatives/the-lost-words
https://johnmuiraward.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=05344cf700609359c7ebc515b&id=27b642a867&e=1c37c56668
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmmCD0vZd2YueMgn7cv5YjA


Professional Learning 

STEM By Nature 

Aim to build STEM skills through the use of nature settings and outdoor 

learning methodologies. 

Audience: primary and secondary teachers, additional support needs, and 

community learning development educators.

Supported by Education Scotland’s Enhancing Professional Learning in STEM Grants Programme

through the Scottish Government STEM Education and Training Strategy.


