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Risk Assessment of Substance Misusing Parents

RISK ASSESSMENT OF SUBSTANCE MISUSING PARENTS/CARERS
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Assessment

The application of the framework (attached) provides a structure for information gathering, which should lead to an informed assessment and in turn decision making.

It is important to evidence your responses and separate fact from opinion.  You will be expected to share information between agencies throughout an assessment.  Any discrepancies and/or disagreements with other professionals or parents should be recorded.

In undertaking the assessment it is important to ensure the following:-

•
Ensure that the parents/carers and other significant family members know that the child’s safety and wellbeing must be given priority.

•
Consider the strengths and potential of the mother/parents/partner and any other significant family or social supports.

•
Be open and honest about your concerns and responsibilities.  This includes being clear about your power to intervene.

•
Listen to the concerns of the parents/carers and take care to learn about their understanding, fears and wishes.

•
Emphasise that wherever possible agencies do try to ensure children’s needs are met within their own family.

•
Ensure that parents/carers know their responsibilities and rights, including rights to services, and their right to refuse services and any consequences of doing so.

•
Take care to distinguish between personal feelings, values, prejudices and beliefs and professional roles and responsibilities.

•
Pay attention and be sensitive to different ethnic, cultural and religious needs as well as disabilities.

GUIDANCE NOTES

The Social Worker will have responsibility for this assessments completion.  Each agency contributing to the assessment should receive a copy.  When a number of agencies are involved they have a duty to co-operate in completion of this assessment.

THE RISK MATRIX

Each question requires an assessment of risk by ticking low, medium and high.  Each section is also awarded an overall rating.  This method is intended to support workers to reflect on their evidence and professional knowledge and skills should be applied.

This is not, however, a scoring system.  Some risk factors may be so significant that they outweigh others.  This is, again, based on professional judgment and discussion with staff from other agencies. 

TIMESCALES

•
This should be completed within 4 weeks of commencing the assessment.

WHAT DO I DO WITH THE FORM ONCE IT’S COMPLETED

•
The assessment must be discussed with a Team Manager

•
Retain a copy in your file.

•
content of this assessment must be shared with the parents/carers.  There may be exceptions to this but reasons must be clear and agreed with a manager.

•
If you are working with a parent(s) on a long term basis it is useful to review the assessment.

(a) If circumstances in the household/environment/parent(s) life changes 

(b) On regular basis(not exceeding 6 months)

RISK ASSESSMENT OF SUBSTANCE MISUSING PARENT(S)

Parents/Carers Details

	Name
	Address
	DOB
	Any relevant information

	
	
	
	


Parents/Carers Details

	Name
	Address
	DOB
	Any relevant information

	
	
	
	


Any Significant Others

	Name
	Address
	DOB
	Any relevant information

	
	
	
	


Childs Details

	Name
	Address
	DOB
	School/Nursery

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Agencies Involved

	
	Name
	Address
	Telephone Number
	Have they contributed to this assessment? (Y/N)

	G.P
	
	
	
	

	POLICE
	
	
	
	

	HEALTH VISITOR
	
	
	
	

	SOCIAL WORKER
	
	
	
	

	ADDICTION WORKER
	
	
	
	

	SCHOOL
	
	
	
	

	NURSERY
	
	
	
	

	ANY OTHER
	
	
	
	


RISK ASSESSMENT OF SUBSTANCE MISUSING PARENT(S)

Date Assessment commenced: _____________________________________________

Date Assessment completed: 
_________________________________________

Name of Key Worker collating assessment: __________________________________

Outcome of Assessment: 


Summary of Risk:

Date: ____________________
Signature:_________________________

Risk Assessment of Substance Misusing Parents

NB:
It isn’t necessary to complete all boxes – use evidence and comments space for additional information.

1. Accommodation and Home Environment

1.1 Living Condition and sleeping arrangements for child(ren)?

1.2 Is the rent being paid?

1.3 Are the bills being paid?

1.4 Are they settled in one location or have they a pattern of moving between accommodation?

1.5 Are they homeless?

1.6 Are other in the accommodation misusing substances?

1.7 Are they living in a community where substance misuse is prevalent?

LEVEL OF RISK

LOW

HIGH



	1
	2
	3

	1.1
	
	
	

	1.2
	
	
	

	1.3
	
	
	

	1.4
	
	
	

	1.5
	
	
	

	1.6
	
	
	

	1.7
	
	
	


	LOW
	MEDIUM
	HIGH

	
	
	


Evidence & Comments

2. Pattern of Substance Misuse

2.1 Is there a drug/alcohol free carer or supportive adult around?

2.2 Type, quantity and method of administration of drug/alcohol, frequency of use, length of time they have been misusing substances, history of substance misuse.

2.3 Is the substance use relatively stable or chaotic (e.g. swings between states of severe intoxication and periods of withdrawal and/or poly (multiple) drug use, including alcohol?

2.4 Are the levels of care provided to children/others significantly different when the carer is non-using – what are the risks/protective factors?

2.5 Is the client on a methadone programme? If so, how does methadone impact on their physical presentation/affect parenting skills?


LOW

HIGH



	1
	2
	3

	2.1
	
	
	

	2.2
	
	
	

	2.3
	
	
	

	2.4
	
	
	

	2.5
	
	
	


	LOW
	MEDIUM
	HIGH

	
	
	


Evidence & Comments

3. How are Substances Obtained?

3.1
Are children being left unattended or accompanying parent to seek drugs or being sent to collect drugs?

3.2
How much are the substances costing and how is the money obtained?

3.3
Are the premises being used to sell drugs?

3.4
Are the premises being used for prostitution?

3.5
Are the parents allowing their premises to be used by other substance misusers?

LOW

HIGH



	1
	2
	3

	3.1
	
	
	

	3.2
	
	
	

	3.3
	
	
	

	3.4
	
	
	

	3.5
	
	
	


	LOW
	MEDIUM
	HIGH

	
	
	


Evidence & Comments

4. Health Risks


4.1
Are the drugs/alcohol kept in a safe place, including prescribed drugs and paraphernalia?


4.2
Are parents injecting drugs?


4.3
Where do intravenous drug misusers locate clean syringes?


4.4
Are syringes shared?


4.5
How are syringes disposed of?


4.6
Are parents aware of health risks involved in misusing the particular substances in relation to themselves and others?


4.7
Are the children witnessing the use of drugs/alcohol? Specifically and generally

LOW

HIGH



	1
	2
	3

	4.1
	
	
	

	4.2
	
	
	

	4.3
	
	
	

	4.4
	
	
	

	4.5
	
	
	

	4.6
	
	
	

	4.7
	
	
	


	LOW
	MEDIUM
	HIGH

	
	
	


Evidence & Comments

5. Family, Social Network and Support System

5.1
Do parents and children/vulnerable others associate primarily with other substances misusers?

5.2
Is extended family aware of the drug/alcohol use?

5.3
Are they supportive?  Is there proactive support?  What is the attitude of the family to the substance misuser?

5.4
Is the parent(s)/carer(s) involved with drug/alcohol services?

5.5
Will parents accept support/assistance from relatives/neighbours or professional/voluntary agencies?

LOW

HIGH



	1
	2
	3

	5.1
	
	
	

	5.2
	
	
	

	5.3
	
	
	

	5.4
	
	
	

	5.5
	
	
	


	LOW
	MEDIUM
	HIGH

	
	
	


Evidence & Comments

6. Provision of Basic Care

6.1
Adequate, food, clothing and warmth provided?

6.2
Children attending school/nursery regularly?

6.3
Children suitably dressed for school?

6.4
Attending promptly and/or regularly?

6.5
Do parents respond positively to direct contact from the school?

LOW

HIGH



	1
	2
	3

	6.1
	
	
	

	6.2
	
	
	

	6.3
	
	
	

	6.4
	
	
	

	6.5
	
	
	


	LOW
	MEDIUM
	HIGH

	
	
	


Evidence & Comments

Child 1

Name of Child ______________________

7(a) Child’s Developmental Profile (this should be completed individually for each child)

7.1.1 Is the child up-to-date with their health checks such as immunisations, developmental checks and dental appointments?

7.1.2 Are parents supportive of child/YP in school for example – attending parents evenings?

7.1.3 Is the child showing any signs of emotional distress through their behaviour at home, nursery or school?

7.1.4 Does the parent/carer recognise this?  Is the parent meeting the child’s emotional needs?

7.1.5 What is the child’s understanding of the drug/alcohol misuse?

7.1.6 Is the child assuming responsibility beyond their years – have they taken over a parenting role within the family?

7.1.7 Does the child attend any activities outwith school?

7.1.8 What is the relationship between child and parent/carer?

7.1.9 Does the child experience violence between parents or between parent and dealer etc.?

7.1.10 What model of behaviour is the child observing?

7.1.11 Does the child need specific drugs/alcohol education to reduce their own risk of substance misuse?

LOW

HIGH



	1
	2
	3

	7.1.1
	
	
	

	7.1.2
	
	
	

	7.1.3
	
	
	

	7.1.4
	
	
	

	7.1.5
	
	
	

	7.1.6
	
	
	

	7.1.7
	
	
	

	7.1.8
	
	
	

	7.1.9
	
	
	

	7.1.10
	
	
	

	7.1.11
	
	
	


	LOW
	MEDIUM
	HIGH

	
	
	


Evidence & Comments

Child 2

Name of Child ______________________

7(b) Child’s Developmental Profile (this should be completed individually for each child)

7.1.1 Is the child up-to-date with their health checks such as immunisations, developmental checks and dental appointments?

7.1.2 Are the parents supportive of child/YP in school for example – attending parents’ evenings?

7.1.3 Is the child showing any signs of emotional distress through their behaviour at home, nursery or school?

7.1.4 Does the parent/carer recognise this?  Is the parent meeting the child’s emotional needs?

7.1.5 What is the child’s understanding of the drug/alcohol misuse?

7.1.6 Is the child assuming responsibility beyond their years – have they taken over a parenting role within the family?

7.1.7 Does the child attend any activities outwith school?

7.1.8 What is the relationship between child and parent/carer?

7.1.9 Does the child experience violence between parents or between parent and dealer etc.?

7.1.10 What model of behaviour is the child observing?

7.1.11 Does the child need specific drugs/alcohol education to reduce their own risk of substance misuse?

LOW

HIGH



	1
	2
	3

	7.1.1
	
	
	

	7.1.2
	
	
	

	7.1.3
	
	
	

	7.1.4
	
	
	

	7.1.5
	
	
	

	7.1.6
	
	
	

	7.1.7
	
	
	

	7.1.8
	
	
	

	7.1.9
	
	
	

	7.1.10
	
	
	

	7.1.11
	
	
	


	LOW
	MEDIUM
	HIGH

	
	
	


Evidence & Comments

Adult 1

Name  ______________________

8(a) Parenting Capacity (this should be completed individually for each parent/carer)

8.1 Do the parents see their drug/alcohol use as harmful to themselves?

8.2 Do the parents view their drug/alcohol misuse as harmful to their children/vulnerable others?

8.3 Do the parents place their needs before the need of their children/vulnerable others?

8.4 Are the parents concerned about the affects of their drug/alcohol misuse on their children?  How is this expressed?

8.5 History of offending.  Are there charges outstanding?

8.6 Describe the relationship between adults within the household.

8.7 Previous parenting history if relevant i.e. are there sibling(s) residing elsewhere?

8.8 Parental mental health/learning difficulties/physical disability/physical health.

LOW

HIGH



	1
	2
	3

	8.1
	
	
	

	8.2
	
	
	

	8.3
	
	
	

	8.4
	
	
	

	8.5
	
	
	

	8.6
	
	
	

	8.7
	
	
	

	8.8
	
	
	


	LOW
	MEDIUM
	HIGH

	
	
	


Evidence & Comments

Adult 2

Name  ______________________

8(b) Parenting Capacity (this should be completed individually for each parent/carer)

8.1.1 Do the parents see their drug/alcohol use as harmful to themselves?

8.1.2 Do the parents view their drug/alcohol misuse as harmful to their children/vulnerable others?

8.1.3 Do the parents place their needs before the need of their children/vulnerable others?

8.1.4 Are the parents concerned about the affects of their drug/alcohol misuse on their children?  How is this expressed?

8.1.5 History of offending.  Are there charges outstanding?

8.1.6 Describe the relationship between adults within the household.

8.1.7 Previous parenting history if relevant i.e. are there sibling(s) residing elsewhere?

8.1.8 Parental mental health/learning difficulties/physical disability/physical health.

LOW

HIGH



	1
	2
	3

	8.1.1
	
	
	

	8.1.2
	
	
	

	8.1.3
	
	
	

	8.1.4
	
	
	

	8.1.5
	
	
	

	8.1.6
	
	
	

	8.1.7
	
	
	

	8.1.8
	
	
	


	LOW
	MEDIUM
	HIGH

	
	
	


Evidence & Comments

MEDIUM





LOW





HIGH







































































Risk Assessment Substance Misuse V2.0

Page 11 of 17


