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Data Capture Tool (Domestic Abuse)

DATA CAPTURE TOOL INFORMATION

--------------------------------------------------------

(QUESTIONS 1-8 ARE HIGH PRIORITY FACTORS)

1.  
Is the abuse becoming worse and/or happening more often? 

2.  
Has there been/is there going to be a relationship separation between victim and abuser?    

3. 
Is there any conflict with the abuser over child contact? 

Give details: 

4.  
Is the victim very frightened? 

Give details:

5. 
Is the victim afraid of further injury or violence?

6.  
Is the victim afraid of being killed by the abuser?

7. 
Is the victim afraid the abuser will harm the children?

(QUESTIONS 8-12 ARE VERY HIGH RISK FACTORS)

8. 
Has the abuser ever behaved in a jealous or controlling way towards the victim?   

Give details:

If ‘Yes’ does this cause significant concern? (Very high risk question)

Yes
No
Don’t know

9.  
Does the abuser have previous criminality and/or breach of civil/criminal court order and/or breach of bail conditions?

If ‘Yes’ related to domestic abuse? (Very High Risk question)

Yes
No
Don’t know

10.  
Has the current incident resulted in injuries? 

Give details:

If ‘Yes’ do injuries cause significant concern? (Very High Risk question)

Yes
No
Don’t know

11.   
Has the incident involved the use of weapons?      

If ‘Yes’ does this cause significant concern? (Very High Risk question)

Yes
No
Don’t know

12. 
Has the abuser ever threatened to kill   anybody?     (tick all that apply)     

     
 Themselves    

Victim    
Children   

     
Other Intimate Partner   

Others 
      

If ‘Yes’ does this cause significant concern? (Very High Risk question)

Yes
No
Don’t know

13.  
Does abuser have/had any problems with

        
Alcohol      
Mental Health     
Drugs     

14.  
Does the victim have/had any problems with 

      
 Alcohol      
Mental Health     
Drugs  

15.
Is the victim pregnant?    

16.
Has the abuser ever attempted to strangle/choke/smother past or current partner?      

17.
Is the abuser experiencing or have they experienced financial problems?       

18.
Has victim ever threatened/attempted suicide?       

19.
Has the abuser said or done things of a sexual nature that makes the victim feel bad or that physically hurts the victim?  

20.
Does the victim suspect she is being stalked?

21.
Does the victim feel isolated from family or friends? 

Give details:

Total Score (questions 1-21)             

(10+ = VERY HIGH RISK)
Total Score (additional VHR questions 8-12)
(4+ = VERY HIGH RISK)
VERY HIGH RISK – YES       

NO

Officer’s observations 

Do you feel the victim is at HIGH RISK of experiencing further Domestic Abuse

 Yes
No
Don’t know

Give Details:

Domestic Abuse Unit Input - 

Guidance on using the Data Capture Tool – not to be cut and pasted into the VPR

Getting it right for every child: Domestic abuse pathfinder’s data capture tool.

Guidance on using:   Section 1. Risk to the Victim Guide

The aim of the risk indicator form is to identify the levels of risk to victims of domestic abuse. 

It gathers information around common risk factors which have been identified from the review of existing international research and literature and the evaluation of similar tools used in England, Wales and elsewhere in Scotland . It is a checklist/ aide-memoir designed to elicit information from the victims and others to identify the victims levels of risk. It will also enable the identification of victims who are at very high risk of repeat violence or murder. However it should not replace professional judgement and the observations section is as critical as the questions.

Within the Domestic Abuse Pathfinder the completion of the Risk to Victim Guide is the first stage in capturing information on the circumstances and needs of any child exposed to domestic abuse. The next stage is a Childs data capture/concern form specifically related to the child; it will enable agencies to respond by identifying any concerns about the child at the earliest opportunity and sharing and acting on those concerns in a proportionate, appropriate and timely manner. 

The relevant factors are divided into two parts. Section A and Section B: 

A. The Victim’s Circumstances

The factors outlined below can assist police and other practitioners to understand the victim’s circumstances in order to assess the nature of their vulnerability to future harm.  

1. Victim’s perception that they are at risk of future harm relates to risk factors   4,5,6, 

There is strong evidence that the victims own perception of their risk is a reliable indicator of potential risk.  We know that victims of domestic abuse often underestimate their risk of harm from perpetrators of domestic abuse, it is important that fears for their own safety are integral in assessing the risk to them. 

2.  Current or imminent separation from the abuser relates to risk factors   2, 

Attempts by women to leave violent men are one of the most significant indicators with domestic death. The greatest risk factor appears to be separation and prior assault/s and controlling behaviors.  There is a common assumption that leaving a violent relationship will end violence, but women who separate from their partner (particularly if they were married) are at a higher risk of physical violence and sexual assault as well as murder. The early stages of separation (particularly the first three months) are particularly dangerous.  It is important to note that a child contact dispute can indicate particular risk to both the partner and children.  

In the UK a woman is murdered by her partner or ex-partner every three days.

3. Pregnancy of the victim relates to risk factors  15,
Pregnancy can be a trigger for domestic violence to begin or intensify, and injuries are particularly likely to be the breasts, chest and abdomen. Both the woman and her unborn child are at risk from such violence. With women aged 16 to 24 significantly more at risk than women of other ages. Violence during pregnancy and following the recent birth of a child are both indicators of high risk of future harm to both mother and child. 
4.  Disability and/or mental/physical ill health of the victim relates to risk factors   14,18 

Physical and mental ill health does appear to increase the risk of domestic abuse but the victim may be even more vulnerable as the perpetrator may also be the victims carer. Alcohol and drugs misuse can also relate to mental and physical ill health and can also be a response to continued abuse. 

5. Social isolation and particular vulnerability of the Victim relates to risk factors   14,18,21,

Women who are unemployed or housewives have been found to have the highest risk of domestic abuse. Issues such as lack of financial resources to leave, greater social isolation and less access to informal and formal support networks are significant.  Victims may also be particularly vulnerable to future harm if they live in a physically isolated community (e.g. in a rural area) or socially isolated community (e.g. traveller community or lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender community). Some victims from minority ethnic groups may experience particular social isolation due to perceived and actual racism, homophobia, language, and cultural, religious or immigration issues that can all be barriers to help seeking and reporting violence.  

B.  Behaviour and circumstances of the abuser

A focus on the actual behaviour and circumstances of the abuser can provide information about risk factors.  This information can come from police or other agency records, from the abuser, from other people and from the victim.

1.  Previous physical assault by the abuser relates to risk factors   8, 

Previous assault has been described as one of the most robust, simple and straightforward risk factors for domestic abuse.  Past assault of family members, strangers or acquaintances as well as of a current/former partner are all indicators of future domestic abuse.  Men who specialise in violence against women is a high risk factor.  In the UK a woman is murdered by her partner or ex-partner every three days. Abuse of animals by the abuser may also indicate a risk of future harm. 

2.  Previous sexual assault by the abuser relates to risk factors   19

Studies suggest that rape by a partner often involves extreme violence. The injuries experienced by victims were more serious than those experienced in assaults by strangers.  Previous sexual assault  is a risk factor for future violence.

3. Escalation and severity of violence, including use of weapons and attempts at strangulation relates to risk factors  1,10,11,16

Frequency and severity of assaults are likely to increase without intervention. It is important that escalating violence, including the use of weapons (e.g. knives) and attempts at strangulation are recorded for the purposes of assessing risk.  Strangulation or ‘choking’ is a common method of killing by male abusers of female victims.
4.  Child abuse by the abuser relates to risk factors   7 

In 40% - 60% of cases of domestic abuse child abuse is also occurring. There are three recognised antecedents to child murder: prior history of child abuse; prior agency contact; and a history of adult domestic abuse in the family.  In recent reviews  of child deaths, one of the commonly reoccurring features was the existence of domestic abuse.   Research has suggested links between domestic abuse and child physical and sexual abuse. There is evidence that living with violence has psychological, behavioural and emotional effects on children.   
5.   Abuser’s possessiveness, jealousy or ‘stalking’ behaviour relates to risk factors   20 

Possessiveness, jealousy and ‘stalking’ behaviour include following the victim, persistent telephone calls, visits, texting, and sending letters. A large proportion of harassment and ‘stalking’ cases involve former partners and there are clear links between this behaviour and domestic abuse and the murder of women by  men.  

6.   Threat or attempts to commit suicide by the abuser relates to risk factors   12 

Threats from an abuser to commit suicide have been highlighted as a factor in domestic murders. One researcher recommends that in the context of domestic abuse “a person who is suicidal should also be considered homicidal.”

7.  Threats/fantasies of committing murder by the abuser relates to risk factors   12 

An examination of the criminal histories of murders found that offences  related to threat &/or incitement to murder were a risk factor for a subsequent violence conviction including murder of a family member.  

8.  Previous criminality and /or breach of civil/criminal court order/bail conditions by the abuser relates to risk factors   9 

Past breach of any order made by a Court is a risk factor for future violence.  The existence of a protective civil court order for the victim and/or history of criminal behaviour by the abuser has been listed as one antecedent to domestic murder.  Abusers who left the scene of a domestic abuse incident before the police arrived had twice the recidivism rate of those who were still present.

9. Abuser’s psychological and emotional abuse of the victim (including denial/minimisation of violence) relates to risk factors   8  

Studies of abusers suggest that psychological and emotional abuse, in particular dominance and isolation, is a useful variable in predicting repeat and severe violence.  Men who also sexually and physically assault their partners have been found to be particularly dangerous.

10.  Abuser’s misuse of illegal/prescription drugs and/or alcohol or mental health problems relates to risk factors   13 

Whilst it is clear from research that misuse of drugs and alcohol are not the cause of domestic abuse, as with all violent crime they may exacerbate the  risk of further harm, as may an abusers current mental health problem.

11. Abuser’s financial difficulties and unemployment issues relates to risk factors 11

Low income, unemployment and financial stress are known risk factors associated with domestic abuse. A recent negative change in employment status is also a risk factor.
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