
 

Dear Parent/Guardian  
 

As we come to the end of this unusual term and the end of session 

2019-20, it is quite incredible to reflect on what we have 

experienced as a school and as a community over that period of 

time, and particularly so over this term.  We have had many 

successes and achievements that we have shared and been proud off 

across the Sgoil- Araich, primary and secondary departments.  It has 

been so very rewarding for me as Head Teacher to have been part of 

successful events such as the October prize giving, 2019 National 

Mod, An Deasbad, Christmas performances, First Lego league, 

Dileab at Celtic Connections, Spring Concert to mention a few.    
 

COVID-19 and school closures brought its own challenges to this term for us all, as pupils, parents 

and staff. However, as we now start to look forward to coming out of the school closure situation I 

think we can all be very proud of what we have achieved together during this time of home learning.  

We have all had to upskill our digital technology skills, think out of the box and be creative in how 

we deliver home learning, how to reach out to the school community for assemblies, manage a 

variety of day to day meetings. Suddenly we became very used to working in a virtual setting in 

front of a screen. I don’t suppose we will forget our last assembly of 2020, when thunder, lightning 

and heavy showers prematurely closed down our ability to use vscene.  
 

I am extremely grateful to all staff, teaching and non-teaching, pupils and parents for the way we 

have successfully taken forward home learning at SES, through strong partnership working.   The 

overall level of children’s engagement in their learning has been particularly high across the Sgoil- 

Araich, primary and secondary departments of our school. All credit must go to you as parents for 

the way you have supported your child(ren) and the staff. I realise It has not been easy for you but I 

hope that this time at home will have been precious to you in many other ways too as a family. I am 

sure you will agree this period of home learning has most definitely provided excellent parental 

engagement and family learning opportunities which I hope can and will be built on further in the 

coming session.  
 

However, I am sure that we are all looking forward to seeing the children and young people back to 

school in August, back to where they belong and where we can get back to some form of normality.  

A school is not a school, without the children, young people and staff.  
 

We have produced a bumper edition of our end of session newsletter to capture what the children, 

young people and parents have been doing during this term. I have thoroughly enjoyed and been 

very impressed with the examples of home learning activities you and the young people have shared 

with us. It has been great to see so much outdoor learning; literacy, numeracy and health & 

wellbeing learning in context; a fantastic focus on life skills taking place over the term at home and 

to see Harris and our beautiful surroundings at its very best.  The secondary challenge week has 

been particularly successful and many thanks to Mr Johnson and staff for taking the lead on this, but 

particularly well done to the young people and families for amazing examples of engagement.  

We have been so blessed during this period of lockdown to have enjoyed some lovely spells of 

weather, which has eased the situation for us all.  
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I hope you enjoy the various articles and photographs in our newsletter and that it will provide a 

memento of this time.   You will find some interesting articles from our staff who are retiring at the 

end of this session – Mrs Morrison, GM primary teacher; Mrs Mackay French teacher, Mr 

Morrison, Physics teacher and Mrs Christine Hurley, Music teacher. All have had very interesting 

career journeys and all have contributed much to the life and work of SES over many years. We are 

losing much talent and experience as a result of their retirement and I would like to thank them on 

behalf of pupils, staff and parents for their commitment, professionalism and encouragement to our 

children and young people in their specific areas of Gaelic medium education, French, Science and 

Music and wish them a happy and healthy retirement with quality time to pursue their own interests 

and spend more time with their families. They will be missed.  
 

Congratulations to P1-3 EM who are the Western Isles Champions of Sumdog Maths 

Competition.  This is a fantastic achievement! Well done to the children and to Mrs MacKinnon, 

class teacher. 
 

We will also miss Mrs Atkinson, P4-7 EM teacher who has been at SES on a fixed contract over the 

last few years.  We are sorry Mrs Atkinson has decided not to come back to SES next session wish 

her all the very best.  
 

All the very best to our S4-S6 school leavers, a special group of young people who have 

unfortunately not had the pleasure of experiencing the normal end of school year events to mark this 

important milestone in their lives. However, a priority next session will be to ensure we do get 

together with pupils and staff who are leaving SES at the end of this session to celebrate their time 

at the school and to wish them all well as they move on to the next phase of their lives.  
 

Finally, I would like to say a sincere thank you to all the staff, FES janitors, kitchen and cleaning 

staff for the wonderful support I have received in running this school during this term, whether that 

was in ensuring home learning was effectively delivered or ensuring the day to day running of the 

school hub went smoothly. Thank you our School Chaplain, Rev I M MacDonald for his support to 

us as a school and his messages to the pupils and staff in letters and at assemblies; to Mr Jardine and 

the Parent Council for their support.  Thank you to Mary Catherine Martin, school office for pulling 

this newsletter together.  
 

As you will know, I am due to officially retire on the 9th of August. However, I am very pleased to 

let you know that I have agreed with the authority that I will remain in post until October. I will be 

working with Mrs Frances Murray, Executive Head teacher and my senior management team in 

implementing the transition back to school of our children and young people, and in assisting with 

handover of my position to the management structure that is being proposed for the school moving 

forward.   
 

I do want to thank all staff, parents and senior phase leavers   who have sent me such precious 

messages, cards and gifts on the announcement of my retirement.  
 

I wish all pupils, staff and parents a well-deserved rest over the next 6 weeks. Time to switch off all 

devices and have some time away from home learning. It will make a difference to us all to 

experience a relaxation in the lockdown restrictions as we go into the summer holidays. Hopefully 

we can spend more time with family members we have perhaps not seen for months and to be able 

to venture out with our immediate area. I hope the weather is kind to us so that we can make the 

most of our summer holiday and that the rest will help prepare staff, pupils and parents for the 

session ahead.  Take care and keep safe until we welcome you all back to session 2020-21 on 

Wednesday 12th August.  
             

A MacSween 

Head Teacher 



PRIMARY 7 LEAVERS ASSEMBLY 
Isobel Craig recipient of the Roderick MacAskill Dux Award and Olivia Miller recipient of the 

HMIA Proxime Accessit Award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Calum Macleod and Caitlyn MacInnes, Progress Award Winners, along with Ryan Gillies, Science 

Club Award winner. 

 

Role Model Winners: Grace Macleod, Dylan Macleod, Bethany Macleod and Katie Rose Macleod. 

 

 

 

 



The Primary 7’s Virtual Leavers Assembly was on Monday 22nd June.  Pupils had previously been 

presented with gift bags, hooded tops and Bibles from Rev. Bruce Jardine, North Harris Free 

Presbyterian Church.  Following the power point presentations and video clips, Rev. Iain Murdo 

Macdonald, School Chaplain gave his address.  

Primary seven pupils you have had the most difficult end to a school year that we have seen in our 

lifetimes. You have all shown great determination to work independently these last few months, and 

this will stand you in great stead for secondary school. 

It has been lovely to see the amazing skills and projects you have done in this time from learning a 

new skill, a language, to code or to cook. In 50 years’ time, you'll be telling your grandchildren 

about your Covid – 19 stories.  

I have always been so impressed by the vibrance, determination and character of you all. I am proud 

to have been given the privilege of teaching some of you for short times and I have always enjoyed 

working with you.  

I will see many of you again 

in the secondary department, 

and I would like to wish you 

all the best for the future. Be 

proud of yourself in all that 

you do – keep that growth 

mindset, be resilient and 

accept all challenges that 

come your way -  you are 

ready for them! Mrs P 

Macleod, Primary DHT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P7 pupils pictured above leaving 

Sgoil Àraich and during their S1 

transition  

Mrs Aileen MacSween, Head 

teacher and Mrs Arima Morrison, 

GM primary teacher were 

 delighted to be presented with 

Leaver’s Hoodies too! 

 



SGOIL ÀRAICH  
Here are some activities that the Sgoil-Àraich children have been doing throughout lockdown.  

 

Dathan/Colours 

Our first topic was on colours of the rainbow seeing as a lot of the 

children had been busy making rainbow pictures to display in 

windows to thank 

Key Workers. Finlay 

Calum, Sadie, Toby 

and Callum made 

pictures using 

different colours of 

the rainbow. Fraser 

Robert sorted his cars 

into groups of 

colours. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cric Crac Crubag  

After watching a video about Sea 

Creatures that fishermen catch, Orla filled 

out a worksheet matching the Gaidhlig 

words to the pictures.  

 

Aaron has a creel and rope the same as the fishermen, I wonder if will 

he catch many crabs? Fraser also caught a crab on the shore.  



Am Burras-Acrach/The Hungry 

Caterpillar 

 

Our second topic was the 

hungry caterpillar. Finlay 

Calum, Fraser Robert and 

Angus watched a video of 

the Story. Sadie and Cooper 

completed some Hungry 

Caterpillar worksheets, 

tracing lines and re-telling 

the story. Toby, Bonnie and 

Sofia made some lovely 

caterpillar pictures.  

 

Beathaichean/Animals  

Emily found a slug out on a walk; she has called him Slug-a-licious. Sadie made tally marks of the 

different animals she found on a walk; she then made some handprint animal crafts. Lydia was feeding 

her auntie's pet lamb, Andy.   

 

 

 

 

 



Cleachdaidhean Laitheil –   

Daily Routines/ Morning, Afternoon, Night 

The children listened to two stories and a song on 

the blog, they also cut out pictures and sorted 

them into the right category for activities to do 

with different times of the day.  Here are some 

examples from Sadie and Calum. 

 

 

Lockdown Activities 

Here are photos of some of the children taking part in various activities. 

 

Transition 

For transition the pre-school children listened to the Spot Goes to School story and they had a vscene 

meeting with their class teachers. We are in the process of putting together a short video of the school 

and what our new routine will be when we re-open in August. 

We are also going to do a slide show of photos of activities the children have been up to and will put 

this on our blog.   We hope you all have a lovely holiday!  

 



P1-3 CLASS 
Thank you very much to parents who have continued to send lots of marvellous pictures of all your 

children busy with their remote learning journeys. As you can see they have covered a wide variety 

of subjects.  Everyone is continuing to do very well in these very difficult times – so many thanks!   

 

Literacy 

Miryam’s reading has progressed 

beautifully this year! Here she is reading 

George’s Marvellous Medicine. It’s a great 

story Miryam!  I was thrilled with Belle and 

Penny, who have been working together on 

the “Funnybones” story. The girls have put 

the sentences in the right places, matching 

with the pictures. They are both really good 

at telling the story even though there are 

some tricky words to negotiate!   

Andrew is busy 

working on his sounds 

and blends. 

Katie and Rosie have 

been busy producing 

some excellent work 

on contractions.  They 

have also been 

working on 

comprehension too. 

 

Topic Work  

 
 

Skeletons was one our topic themes. 

Here is Miryam and Daniel with 

their split pin skeletons! Finlay and 

Margaret are going to make a giant 

skeleton helped by dad!  Anne Marie 

has been using the outdoors to get on 

with some topic work. Look at her 

skeleton illustration using these 

pieces of wood!  Riley made his 

skeleton out of sweets!  Belle and 

Penny are busy labelling the parts of a human skeleton! 



Maths 

Kyle has been working on measuring in centimetres. Michael is busy with all his measuring gear – 

he is working on different units of measurement.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

I know some of you 

have really enjoyed 

working on time.   

 

Riley certainly has 

– so much so he has 

made this enormous 

grandfather clock to 

help him tell the 

time, I believe with 

some help from 

Grandpa!   

 

Here’s another super effort, Cameron has been counting up the time with this huge clock he has 

made – well done both boys!  Rosie is also busy working on telling the time! That’s a very colourful 

clock you have made there Rosie. 

Margaret and Finlay are busy 

making clocks – to help them 

solve problems. Margaret is 

looking at o’clock, while 

Finlay grapples with 15 minute 

intervals!  

Belle has ordered the months 

of the year correctly on her 

cycle wheel.  Andrew has been 

busy ordering the days of the 

week, well done! 

Art and Crafts 

Anne Marie has been very busy 

this week doing cross stich for 

the first time and drawing in her 

sketch book. This is an excellent 

effort, Anne Marie!   Belle has 

also made models using cereal 

and spaghetti!  

 

 



Health & Wellbeing 

Anne Marie and her 

family took advantage of 

a sunny day and held their 

own Braemore Sports 

Day! It looked great fun – 

and an ideal way to run 

off some energy after 

studying your 

schoolwork! 

Rosie and Archie walked 

to Mac An Stronaich’s 

cave (the famous outlaw 

from the 1800s) with a 

picnic! Daniel, Cameron, 

Andrew, Finlay and 

Margaret all enjoyed 

getting out and about for 

walks.  Some beautiful 

scenery too!   

 

Uilleam was out and about on the quad bike, while Penny and Belle were enjoying time in the 

garden.  

 

Outdoor Learning  

Michael has been doing some 

gardening in the beautiful 

sunshine! Meanwhile Rosie has 

been tending to her raised bed of 

beetroot.  Margaret has been 

busy watering her strawberry 

plants. 

 

 

Sumdog Maths Contest 
Congratulations to the P1-3EM class who were the 

overall winners of this competition. 

The pupils worked brilliantly as a team with everybody 

having a go at answering up to a thousand questions 

over a week, suited to the child’s level. 

 



CLAS 1-2GM AG OBAIR 

TRANG AIG AN TAIGH! 
Tha sinn air a bhith gu math trang aig 

an taigh ag obair air cuid de na rudan 

as àbhaist dhuinn a bhith a’ dèanamh 

anns an sgoil.   

 

We have been busy at home working 

on some of the things we would 

normally have been doing in school.  

 

Tha sinn air a bhith a’ leughadh, a’ sgrìobhadh agus a’ 

dèanamh obair àireamh. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tha sinn air a bhith a’ cleachdadh teicneòlas agus a’ faicinn ar 

caraidean air loidhne.   

 

We have been getting to grips with technology and catching up 

with our friends online.  



 

Tha sinn air a bhith gar cumail fhèin fallain.   

 

We have been keeping ourselves fit! 

 

 

Tha sinn air a bhith ag ionnsachadh air a’ 

bhlàr a-muigh.   

 

We have been learning outdoors. 

 

 

Tha sinn air a bhith a’ gabhail beagan fois cuideachd!  We have also managed to find time to chill! 

 



OBAIR CLASS 3-4GM 

Tha clas 3-4 air tòrr obair matamataig a dhèanamh aig an taigh. Tha sinn ag ionnsachadh mu 

dheidhinn tomhais. Bha sinn a’ tomhais rudan eadar-dhealaichte a bha againn aig an taigh.   

 

Tha sinn air tòrr tìde a chuir seachad a-muigh cuideachd. Tha sinn gu math fortanach gu bheil sinn a 

fuireach anns na Hearadh aig àm mar seo.  

 
      



Abair gu bheil Clas 3-4 math air ealain. Tha sinn air a bhith trang a dèanamh dealbhan aig an taigh. 

Chleachd sinn peant, peansailean agus dealbhan a-mach a paipear naidheachd. Bha Jack a’ peantadh 

clachan cuideachd. Abair obair, Jack. 

  

 

Tha sinn air tòrr 

geamanan 

matamataig a 

chluich air 

Sumdog agus 

Educationcity.  

         

Tha sinn a’ leughadh agus a’ sgrìobhadh aig an taigh cuideachd. Tha sinn air sgeulachdan, bàrdachd 

agus seantansan a sgrìobhadh.  

       

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tha sinn air a bhith cocaireachd agus beicearachd rudan blasta cuideachd.  
        



 

Ged nach eil 

Comataidh Eco againn 

an drasta tha Rory agus 

Toby fhathast trang a’ 

sgioblachadh a’ traigh 

ann a Nisabost.  

    

 

 

 

 

Tha sinn trang a’ dèanamh obair sgoile ach tha sinn a 

cuideachadh mamaidh agus dadaidh aig an taigh cuideachd. 

Seall cho trang ‘s a tha Jonathan! 

 

Tha Abigail a’ dèanamh clasaichean 

dannsa gaidhealach air Zoom. Rinn I 

fhèin an ard dannsa airson farpais agus 

dh’obraich I cruaidh air.  Bha e 

uabhasach math, agus bhunnaich i!! 

Sgoinneil, Abigail.  

      

Bha farpais ann airson bàrdachd a 

sgrìobhadh mu dheidhinn an t-

Earrach anns na Hearadh. Sgrìobh 

tòrr daoine bàrdachd uabhasach 

math. ‘Se Chirsty Bella a 

bhunannich. Seo a bàrdachd aice.  

 

 

Lois trang a’ dol thairis air 

roinneadh anns a leabhar aice.  

 

 

 

Matamataig a-muigh ann a 

Scalpaigh! Doigh gu math 

eadar-dhealaichte claran 

nan uiread ionnsachadh. 

Tha Katie Morag agus 

Seonag air a bhith gu math 

trang. 

 



OBAIR CLAS 5-7 GM 
Tha clas GM 5-7 air a bhi uabhasach trang le Sgriobhadh, Matamataigs agus leughadh anns na 

seachdainnean a chaidh seachad ach seo blas de na rudan eile a bha iad ris!!!! 

 

A Cocaireachd/ Beicearachd 

       

 

A cruthachadh Brògan ùr 

 

   

    

   

 

 

 

Ealain Steven Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          



A dealbhachadh mar Picasso!!! 

 

      Agus rud beag den a h-uil cail eile!!! 

           

 

 

 

   

 

   

 

Tha iad air a bhi cho trang chan eil faisg air 

rium gu leòr ann airson a h-uile cail a shealltainn.   

 



P4-7 CLASS 

In P4-7EM we have been very busy completing our home learning, keeping fit and learning a whole 

range of new skills during lockdown. We have managed to keep in touch through V Scenes, email 

and teams and have loved sharing all our photos with each other. 

  

  

 

 We have created masterpieces in Art, competed    

 in our own sports days, learned to bake, make  

 gates, walked and climbed, swam in streams and  

 the sea, rode our bikes, taken virtual school trips  

 around the world and so much more. All while   

 doing our daily school tasks!  

 

 We have been fabulous and Mrs Atkinson was     

 so proud of our perseverance, attitude to work    

 and determination. Well Done P4-7! 
  



MRS ARIMA MORRISON - REFLECTIONS 
I started teaching in Scalpay School in 1985. At that time, the school 

was a two-year secondary and the island was dependant on a ferry for 

going back and fore. In those days, primary classes were taught Art, 

Music, PE and Home Economics by specialist teachers, whose expertise 

was greatly appreciated by the rest of us. In 1997, the year before the 

Scalpay Bridge opened, the secondary department at Scalpay School 

closed and the school became a two-teacher primary. I took over as 

Head Teacher and continued to work with Liza MacSween, a very good 

friend and colleague until the spring of 1999.  
 

Following a three-year break in my career, I returned to teaching on a supply basis in 2002. I 

provided supply cover throughout the next few years for varying lengths of time in all the Harris 

schools – Scalpay, Sir E Scott, Shelibost, Cliasmol and Leverhulme. It is very hard to believe that 

we only have two schools on the island now! In November 2008, I returned to teaching on a full-

time basis in GME classes at Sir E Scott. I was Depute Head Teacher for some of my time at Sir E 

Scott, and for the past two years I have taught on a part-time basis. 
 

Looking back, some of the first pupils I taught are now married with grown up families… where has 

the time gone? I have some very good memories of my time as a teacher and can think of a few 

characters who I will never forget! If anyone were to ask me what some highlights were, things like 

SES Christmas pantomimes, Scalpay School Concerts, school trips and a new school building come 

to mind. However, the greatest highlight of any day was the immense satisfaction gained from 

seeing a child achieve something new. 
 

However, the time has come to pack my pencil case and log off the computer for the last time. I will 

certainly miss the children, but I look forward to seeing what they achieve in the future! As well as 

the children, I will miss colleagues who have been very supportive over the years. In particular, I 

would like to thank Isabella for all her help; nothing was ever a bother to her, and she was always 

super organised!  
 

I am very much looking forward to my retirement and leaving the paperwork behind!  

I wish everyone all the very best and every blessing for the future.   

Mrs Morrison pictured above in June 2012, the last day in the old Primary School Building. 



S1/S2 ICT 
Many of us have been trying out some lovely new baking recipes during 

lockdown.  Using their favourite recipes, S1 and S2 ICT pupils have 

produced some interesting Sway presentations. Don’t they look tempting! 

        
 

Home Economics 

S2 pupils have been busy cooking during their time at home, here are a selection of different dishes 

they have made. 
 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Alasdair Langley, S2            Isla Scott, S2                   John Chisholm, S2                 

         Apple Crumble    Fish Risotto             Birthday Cake                     
    

  

       Angus Campbell, S2                     Ellie-Ceit Johnson, S2                       Coll Leishman, S1  

              Scones                                           Biscuits                                       Rhubarb Crumble 

 

 

Grace Maclennan, S2, Chocolate Buns    

 

Angus Mackinnon, S4, Chocolate Cake 

 

 



 
           YOUR COMMUNITY FUND 

The Youth Philanthropy Initiative (YPI) is 

a project that offers schools and young 

people an opportunity to make a difference 

in their community by raising awareness 

of the work of local charities.  It also 

offers pupils the opportunity to develop a 

host of valuable skills. 

 

This year, due to the impact of the coronavirus and therefore school closures, YPI had to adapt their 

programme into a new format called Your Community Fund (YCF). The 50 successful submissions 

chosen from across Scotland would each receive £4000 for the charity they chose to research and 

support through their presentation of a creative digital package and a report. 

 

Building on work undertaken during the session by our S3 pupils, we chose to represent the Western 

Isles Cancer Care Initiative for the outstanding work that they do for cancer patients and their 

families in the islands. We wanted to create a video that would explain the vital services they 

provide and highlight the challenges they have faced during the COVID-19 pandemic and anticipate 

in the future. We hoped to make our presentation moving but also inspirational using photography, 

music, quotations from people who have been supported and an interview with a representative 

from the charity. 

 

More than 90 submissions were received from all over Scotland and we are delighted that our entry 

was successful and that the Western Isles Cancer Care Initiative will now receive a grant of £4000 

towards the important work they do to support people in our community who are facing cancer. 

 

We would like to thank Mr Mulhern who has been 

supportive and encouraging in advising us about 

the background of the project and how we should 

take it forward. Our thanks go also to Donald 

Macleod, Trustee of WICCI, who contributed to 

our report and video presentation.   

 

This project was unusual in the circumstances in that it is the first time we have had to work only 

through technology and not face to face at all.  We were not able to brainstorm as we would 

normally, in a classroom setting, but rather worked independently and then collaborated by bringing 

ideas together by email.  As a small team, it was easier to develop ideas, even though we were 

working online for the duration of the project. 

 

This experience has boosted our confidence in communicating and taught us the importance of 

teamwork, especially keeping each other motivated, which was more difficult at this time, 

particularly while combining it with other home studies. It was quite challenging at times with 

everything else going on but it was good to look at some positives when researching the charity and 

how it is helping other people facing great challenges. This project has definitely pushed us but it 

was worth it and has been a fantastic experience and we are glad to have been able to make this 

contribution to the very important work of Western Isles Cancer Care Initiative.  

 

Isla Scott and Emma MacSween S3 

 

 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Pupils have done really well participating in various 

outdoor activities during lockdown, ranging from 

walking, football, cycling, tennis, kayaking and 

even cutting peats.  Enjoying some stunning 

scenery at the same time too! 

Angus Campbell managed to get out in his kayak.  

Isla Scott climbed the Clisham, Toddun and the 

Dam at Cliostair, very impressive! 

Mark Morrison found time to play football and cut 

the peats (without the diesel!) 

 

 

 

Archie Campbell practising his tennis skills, Eilidh Macdonald out cycling with her family. 



Ellie-Ceit, Luke Johnson, Amy MacSween and Ellen Olley took their pets out for some exercise 

too! 

 

Nathan Coghill walked the Postie’s Path, 

from Urgha to Rhenigidale.  He also 

participated in an Instagram challenge which 

was to do three keepy uppies with a roll of 

toilet roll, now that would’ve been an 

interesting photo!  

 

Dylan Brown has also been busy cycling and 

taking his younger sisters out for walks. 

 



St Valery Commemorations 
On Friday the 12th of June, people across Scotland commemorated the 80th anniversary of the Battle 

of St Valery-en-Caux, a battle that took place in France in 1940. St Valery was after the Dunkirk 

evacuations and the 51st Highland Division which remained in France fought there, with many of 

the soldiers coming from the Western Isles.  

 

Commemoration events were held across the Western Isles and I was asked to pipe at the one in 

Tarbert along with Karen Logue, a trumpeter from the local Army Cadet Force. The organisation 

Poppy Scotland had requested that pipers throughout the country play a particular tune, “Heroes of 

St Valery” by a Pipe Major from the 51st who composed the tune as a POW. I piped this tune along 

with the lament “Hector the Hero” for which I was accompanied by Karen on the trumpet. She also 

played The Last Post after the two minutes silence.  

 

Also in attendance was the Western Isles Lord Lieutenant, Donald Martin; the Reverend I M 

MacDonald, Gavin Woods, Instrumental Music Teacher and event organiser John Murdo Morrison.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCHOOL CAPTAINS AND 

PREFECTS 
Our School Captains for Session 

2020-2021, Ruth Macleod and 

Charlie Helfrich. 

 

Prefects pictured below are: 

Hamish Scott, Milly Murray, 

Abbie Lightbody. Rowan 

Chaffer, Alexander MacCuish, 

Amy MacSween and Ellen Olley.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCHOOL LEAVERS JUNE 2020 
Rachel Campbell was the recipient of the Alex 

Buchannan Smith Award this session. 

 

Pictured also are some of our S6 leavers: Ian 

Macleod, Finlay Olley, Lauren MacInnes and 

Catherine Macdonald.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Neil Morrison S4, Rachael Campbell, Rachael Johnson and Lisa Mason S5 Leavers. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

It was fantastic for teaching 

staff to catch up with some 

of our S4 -S6 leavers on 

Tuesday 23rd June. Having 

had a leavers assembly by 

Vscene it was really good 

to meet up 'face to face' and 

hear of how their future 

plans were progressing and 

also to wish them well as 

they embark on the next 

stage of their lives. 

 



The Donald Stewart Memorial Trust Award 2020  

Urras Cuimhneacchaidh Dhòmhnaill Stiùbharit  

 

Tha sinn uile gu math moiteil aig Sgoil Sir E Scott gun do thagh Urras Cuimhneachaidh 

Dhòmhnaill Stiùbhart   Hamish Scott, AS 5 mar a neach a bhuannaich an duais airson 

Cuideachadh Cudromach do Leasachadh na Gàidhlig 2020. The Hamish fìor airidh air an duais 

seo or thar na blaidhnaichean, bho laithean a bhun-sgoil chun an latha an-diugh, tha Hamish 

air sealtainn ùidh shonraichte anns a Ghàidhlig mar chànan agus a h-uile dad ceangailte ris, 

mar litreachas, dualchas agus eachdraidh.  

 

Gu cinnteach ‘se tosgaire làidir arson na Gàidhlig a tha ann a Hamish, agus tha mi gu math 

cinnteach gum cùm Hamish air an t-slighe seo anns na làithean agus bliadhnaichean air 

thoiseach air.  

 

As a school community, we are extremely proud and delighted that Hamish Scott, S5 was 

chosen as the winner of this year’s Donald Stewart Memorial Trust Award for Significant 

Contribution to Gaelic Development.  Hamish is a worthy winner of this award, having shown 

a strong interest in the Gaelic language, culture and heritage from an early age in primary right 

up to the present. Hamish is an excellent ambassador for Gaelic and has led by example in all 

the various activities and achievements he has successfully undertaken over the years and 

which he will undoubtedly continue to do in the years to come. Hamish is a credit to himself, 

his family, his school and the local community.  

 

Aileen M NicSuain  

Ceannard- sgoile Sir E Scott  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MRS CHRISTINE HURLEY - REFELCTIONS 
After 12 years teaching at Sir E Scott School, I shall be retiring. 

I’ve had a really good time and it has been my pleasure and 

privilege to work with lovely pupils and such supportive 

colleagues.  
 

It was a very circuitous route to SES. As a teenager, all I wanted 

to do was play the cello. I was very fortunate in that at the time, 

there were free instrumental lessons at school, and music was 

flourishing in my area. I was able to join Southend Youth 

Orchestra, Essex Youth Orchestra and the National Youth Orchestra. I obtained a place at the Royal 

College of Music Junior Department and also played in numerous local orchestras and ensembles.  
 

I studied music at the Royal College of Music. After 4 years there I went on an orchestral studies 

course and then worked as a professional musician, playing first for the Ulster Orchestra in Belfast, 

then the Sadler’s Wells Royal Ballet Orchestra, followed  by freelancing and chamber music 

playing in London.  
 

My first forays into teaching were cello teaching and education projects with the Royal Ballet. I had 

real pleasure engaging with youngsters from Tower Hamlets who had never been to the ballet nor 

been exposed to classical music. When I married and started a family I took on more teaching with 

the Hertfordshire Instrumental Service and then worked as a primary music consultant in 

Hertfordshire. 
 

When our family decided to move to Harris it was a real leap of faith. We had lots of personal 

reasons for deciding to come to Harris and at that time we just wanted to be here. I didn’t come 

expecting to teach music, I just hoped I would get some supply work. However, after about 6 

months the opportunity arose to teach music in Harris. At that time, it meant Leverhulme Memorial 

School, Seilibost, Scalpay and SES primary too. Cliasmol school had just closed.  
 

When I started at SES, performing and encouraging music for all pupils really needed a big push. 

With my performing background, I felt this was something I could really encourage, starting with a 

music assembly in 2008. Since then we have had regular concerts and participation in assemblies. 
 

That success has been due to the hard work and teamwork at SES. The instrumental music staff and 

visiting teachers: Iain MacIver, Ashley Macdonald, Rhona Johnston and choir conductor Jayne 

MacDonald; volunteers: John Masterson and Kate Langley; private teachers and the Feis have all 

contributed to the high standard of music making. I have been fortunate with the collaboration of 

colleagues participating in joint projects as well as supporting me in the music department.  In that 

respect I have a long list of thanks. Adam Johnson, Liz Rogers, Dondy Maclean, Angus Morrison, 

Louise Lang, Kirsty Donnelly, have regularly helped out or contributed to performances. I have also 

worked on projects and trips with Barbara Mackay, Christina Campbell, David Murray, Rebecca 

Maclean, Neil Mulhern, David Smith, Cath Bodrel, Linda Wood, and Roddy MacKenzie; although 

my list of thanks goes to all staff: teachers, management, classroom assistants, office staff, janitors, 

kitchen staff, as everyone has at some time collaborated on something.  
 

I would like to pay particular tribute to Aileen MacSween. I have always had her support for the 

music department and for all the student endeavours right from when I first met and I was teaching 

music at Leverhulme Memorial School and Scalpay School. I don’t think we could have done what 

we have done at SES without that and would like to take this opportunity to thank her, both 

personally and professionally.  



 

I have enjoyed working with the primary department including the many productions that Diana 

Mackinnon has put on with her P1-3 EM class.  The P7-S1 transition project ‘Choices for Life’ 

entry came second two years running in the national ‘Your Choice Your Voice’ competition run by 

Police Scotland. 

 

I have taught other subjects including an NPA award in music, employability skills, RE and music 

technology. This along with input to a Languages Baccalaureate, and an NPA in Piping and 

participation in the wider school life has kept my job alive and interesting, and I have been able to 

develop and take my own interests further and discover new ones.  

 

Our students have risen to challenges and engaged with the music opportunities in the school. At the 

BGE level our students have made the most of participation and taken part in performances in 

different ways. Senior students formed a school band to play at assemblies and pupils have taken 

many opportunities out of school.  Some pupils have also gone on to take music further studying in 

Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Benbecula. They are a credit to themselves and the school. I have always 

wanted music to be for everyone to enjoy and experience and that it is worth working at. I hope that 

is something I have been able to pass on.  

 

In summary: the 

collaborative music 

making has developed 

over the years, not least 

with the talented music 

instructors, the wider 

music teaching such as the 

Feis and in the 

community, with 

volunteers and staff happy 

to muck in.  It has been 

very heartening to see our 

pupils enjoy their music making and to take it seriously. We have had some great role models come 

up with some students go on to study music and music technology after leaving school. The Spring 

Concert just before lockdown was a testament to staff team effort and pupil hard work. I don’t think 

I could have asked for a better last concert. We even managed some Pirates of Penzance songs! 

 

I would like finally to leave with a message for the students. Go for it! Make the effort and strive for 

what you want. Take the opportunities there are and make the most of them. Get out of your 

comfort zone and make that leap. We don’t really know what is ahead and these could be difficult 

times but keep that belief in yourself to see you through.  

 



 

MRS BARBARA MACKAY - HISTORY OF TEACHING CAREER. 

When I began teaching in 1988 Sir E Scott was a 4-year secondary school. From the outset I 

managed the French department on my own, taking forward many new educational initiatives. My 

journey of learning through teaching has been varied although I have remained in the same school 

for most of my teaching career. I have always been of the opinion that, in order to be able to 

motivate pupils and promote a positive learning climate in the classroom, you need to set and 

achieve targets yourself.  
 

I took up a Guidance and Pupil Support post for ten years in 1990 and during that time I achieved a 

post graduate diploma in Guidance and Pupil support. During this time, I initiated the organisation 

of educational trips to French, several which were done in conjunction with small secondary schools 

in Lewis and Harris. This gave pupils the opportunity to actively use their language skills and 

appreciate the culture of other countries. Success in acquiring European Comenius Funding 

facilitated an exchange programme for a group of our pupils and a group of Breton pupils and 

enhanced linguistic and cultural links. In order to maintain my own language fluency, I undertook 

two industrial placements, one in Paris and one in Brussels. Between 2007 and 2010 I studied for 

and achieved the standard for Chartered Teacher.  
 

I have worked closely with many outside agencies, including 

SQA, the GTCS, Police Scotland, Careers Scotland, Education 

Scotland, the Health Board and Enterprise Scotland in my various 

roles in the school and beyond. These have included Team Leader 

for SQA Events Verification, SQA Modern Language Assessment 

Panel, SALT executive, Probationer teacher supporter, Enterprise 

Coordinator, chair of the Health Promoting Schools group that 

achieved the official gold award, 1 & 2 Languages Strategy 

Group, ML Subject Network Chair.  
 

I have also assisted many cohorts of pupils with their UCCAs 

applications and have helped to enable three successful groups of 

S6 pupils to reach the Young Enterprise Scotland finals. 
 

During my time as Enterprise Coordinator, various groups raised 

thousands of pounds which were donated to local and nationwide 

charities. Many successful pupil events were organised too – 

Halloween Discos, Christmas parties etc. etc. 
  

Over the years, I have attended many professional Development Workshops for Modern Languages 

in order to ensure that my pupils are achieving the correct standards. My commitment to improving 

my knowledge of Gaelic as a professional was rewarded when I was awarded an Additional 

Teaching Qualification in Gaelic in 2015. 
 

When I reflect on my teaching career I think, not only of the outstanding achievements of many of 

my pupils and the many wonderful experiences we have had at home and abroad but also of the 

positive and long lasting relationships that I have built up with them and my colleagues throughout 

the years. 
 

I would like to thank colleagues past and present for their invaluable help and support over the 

years. I will miss the daily conversations and banter of the school and the staffroom. Thank you also 

to parents and guardians who work so successfully with the school to ensure pupils develop into 

confident and caring young adults. Finally, a big ‘au revoir’ to pupils past and present who have 

responded so positively to my teaching and who have contributed so willingly to a variety of 

projects. You should be proud of yourselves and of your achievements. 



MR ANGUS MORRISON – TEACHING TIME AT SIR E SCOTT SCHOOL 
After almost 40 years of teaching, 29 of them at Sir E Scott, it is time to pack away the test tubes 

and to turn off the power supplies and voltmeters. I started on the 16th September 1991. At that time 

the Comhairle was in crisis after it lost half of its money when the bank, BCCI, went bust. Budgets 

had to be cut and savings made. Some things never change. 

 

When I started, I was one of two science 

teachers, John Mitchell being the other. 

The following year the school was 

upgraded to a six-year school and we were 

able to get a Biology teacher. There have 

been four Biology teachers during my time 

at SES Eoghan Mhor, David Haggarty, 

Joan Cumming and David McCririck. 

After John Mitchell retired as PT Science, 

he was replaced by Amy Clink, then Diane 

Kennedy and finally Kirsty Donnelly. It 

has been a privilege to work with each of 

you and I have learned so much from you 

all over the years. 

 

 

 

During my 29 years I have been on one school trip to 

London, two trips to Holland and Belgium and nine 

Science trips to Stirling. I will always be impressed by 

John Mitchell’s dedication in guarding the pubs of 

Stirling, to make sure that the pupils did not frequent 

them.  

 

The overriding memory that I will take with me is the 

pupils of Sir E Scott School. You have gained a well-

deserved reputation for being good ambassadors for the 

school and for the Isle of Harris. It has been an honour 

and a pleasure to be your teacher over the years. 

 

 

 

 

We don’t know what to expect when you return 

in August, but all the staff in the school have 

been working hard to make the school as 

normal as possible.  

 

I wish you all the best for the future and I’ll still 

be around. 

 


