Breasclete Parent Council
22nd September 2020 at 6.30pm

Minute of Meeting

Present:  Elaine Mackay, Kathleen Macarthur, Elaine Macleod, Cllr Norman A Macdonald, DJ Macleod, Dina Mackenzie, Maggie MacFarlane, Mrs Gunn, Donna Smith, Catriona Gilchrist, Kathleen Macdonald, Eileen Macmillan, Kirsty Macleod, Rachel Mackenzie, Marina Mackay
Apologies:  Ann Marie Macleod
Minutes of previous meeting:  Approved by Kathleen Macarthur, seconded by Donna Smith.
Constitution:  Elaine Mackay advised it needs to be amended due to meetings now being held online.  Waiting on guidance and will send a draft.
Parent Survey:  Survey was sent out the beginning of term to parents of school and sgoil araich pupils.  Results will be forwarded.  Timings of meetings, the preference was for 6.30/7.30pm, school preference is earlier.  Elaine Mackay suggested alternating times of meetings to encourage teacher involvement.  Whats app has been the preferred choice of contact along with the dedicated email account sbparentcouncil@hotmail.com  Priorities for parents were to keep strong communication links between the school, parent council and education department.  Finance reponses were to provide opportunities to mix with other schools, after school club, snacks.  Lots of skill sets have been offered and have been noted should the school be in a position to use them.
Head Teachers Report:  No report issued as Mrs Gunn felt lots of communication had been shared since June.  School has been focused on literacy, numeracy, health and wellbeing.  Elaine Mackay & Mrs Gunn thanked all teachers & staff for their hard work during COVID and continuing work in adapting to changes.  
Education Department Update:  Elaine Mackay reported written confirmation has been received from Education Department that there are no plans to close Breasclete Primary School but the decision has been taken to mothball Bernera Primary School.  Cllr Macdonald apologised profusely for the anxiety caused to parents from the inaccurate media report.  Elaine Mackay has had discussions with the Bernera School Parent Council to support them in whatever way we can.
English Medium Unit:  Unit is closed at the moment and Mr Chisholm has advised six pupils would need to be interested before looking at opening.  The school has been approached by families interested in English & Mrs Gunn reported they are being advised the English Unit is closed in Breasclete but that Sgoil Nan Loch is the nearest.  Donna Smith asked if a record is being kept of these interested parties.  Mrs Gunn said records are not being kept at the moment.  Elaine Mackay to speak to Education Department to find out best way to record.  Cllr Macdonald stated this could change very quickly and would like to see the numbers at less than six.  DJ Macleod asked Elaine Mackay to confirm numbers of children in Sgoil Araich and babies in the area.
Gaidhlig Immersion Unit:  Mr Chisholm is keen to bring this forward.  Cllr Macdonald highlighted the importance of Breasclete being the first Gaidhlig Medium School and we should support this.  Mrs Gunn worried about the practicalities of having both English unit and Gaidhlig immersion unit as there is only one spare classroom.  Suggestion made to use the Community Centre for the immersion unit, should the English unit open, as it is only for a term or two.  
Staffing Update:  Elaine Mackay requested a staffing update.  Mrs Gunn reported the extended hours for the Sgoil Araich will start after the October holidays.  Letter being sent out with staff information by Tuesday 29th September.  
Breasclete Community Association Newsletter:  Request for article before Monday 28th September.  Elaine Mackay agreed to do the first one, looking for a volunteer to continue this in future.
Finance:  Rachel Mackenzie reported bank balance is £6215.  Parent Council have purchased midgie nets for all pupils and waiting on delivery for teachers.  It was agreed not to approach Breasclete Community Association for their annual £1500 donation but to write a letter explaining this.  Rachel asked what the schools annual expenditure would be.  Mrs Gunn reported the spend would be minimal due to no visits taking place, no swimming lessons.  At the moment regulations are no residentials in term four.  Christmas concert will not be happening.  School have been asked to hold back on fundraising as they are not to be handling money.  Breasclete school have requested the purchase of a tchouk ball set at a cost of £467.87.  It was agreed to purchase this and give the lower class a budget of approx. £500 for games/equipment they can use during COVID restrictions.  Sgoil Araich to be approached on what they might want or need.
Breaktimes:  Dina Mackenzie asked if the playground use could be rotated, Sgoil Araich use it one week, lower class use it the next.  Mrs Gunn said she would explore this option.  
Inclusion Officer:  DJ Macleod reported that he is investigating the provision of childcare in the area.  He has enough material and thanked everyone for their contribution.  Final report will be available in about a month.  
Date of Next Meeting – Tuesday 17th November 2020 – time to be confirmed.  
