
 

BUSBY PARENT COUNCIL MEETING 

WILLIAMWOOD HIGH SCHOOL 

Monday 23rd October 2017 at 6.30PM 

 
Welcome & Introductions. 
 
Thank you to all who attended: 
 
Committee; 
Stuart Nicklin – Chair 
Marie McBeth – Vice Chair 
Yvonne Wallace – Treasurer 
Laura Brookman – Secretary 
Alison Findlay – Fundraising Committee / P5 Rep 
Shona Robertson – Communications Officer / P4 Rep 
Nicola Rivers – P3 Rep 
Neil Morrison 
 
Mark Weir – Acting Head Teacher 
Julie Oswald – Acting Depute Head 
 
Laura Syme – P1 Rep 
Vicky Hughes – P6 Rep 
Mairi Watson – P2 Rep 
Tina McLennan – P7 Rep 
Michele Gomes 
 
 
 
Review of minutes from last meeting. 
 

Recorded minutes have been agreed 
Stuart also added that flowers were sent to Carol Robinson to thank her for auditing our 
accounts over the years. She has send a thank you card to all   
 



 
Highlights / Updates from School 
 
 
Mr Weir was pleased to inform that all classes have settled well this term, and the pupils 
are working hard.  Parent’s night was a success and the school thanks parents for all the 
positive feedback submitted. 
P2 held their assembly this month, and P5-7 had a brilliant time seeing Awful Auntie at 
the Kings Theatre. 
The school are again arranging visits to Busby library through the year for all classes. 
The French language assistant has now finished her time with the school and the 
Mandarin teacher will attend for 6 weeks from 24/10 
 
The school are delighted to announce that they have again been awarded the Primary 
Science Quality Mark at gold level, and huge thanks go to Mrs Curran and Mrs Mclean for 
their enormous effort in submitting the application.  The teachers themselves send their 
thanks to the Parent Council for their continued support for STEM week, and look 
forward to presenting the ideas for STEM 2018. 
 
Skills Academy block 1 saw the Community Group visiting the local care home taking 
inspiration from recent documentaries of children visiting elderly residents. This was a 
positive experience, and the school, will be looking to repeat the visits.  2nd Level visited 
Dynamic Youth Sheltered Housing 
 
Mrs Friel will start her new role as Acting Head Teacher on 30/10/17 
 
 
Questions & Feedback for School. 
 
 
Feedback was given regarding the p1 kit list submitted at the induction day. Some items 
were not on the list given, but children were asked to bring at the start of term. The 
school have agreed to review for next years intake. 
 
2nd item referred to the current system for booking after school clubs and recommended 
Doodle to schedule and book activities.  Mr Weir did look into this, but has fed back that 
Doodle servers are held in Switzerland and Data Protection would prevent use of these. 
The school are looking into using MS forms/Glow to improve the booking process.  
 
Treasurer’s Summary; 
 

 

− Fundraising updates 

Update to the figures on the Agenda : £549.48 was raised by recent bag packing, and an 
extra £10 will be added as a late donation. The takings will show on the statement as 2 
deposits due to having to split old and new £1 coins. £40 was retained as a float for the 
Halloween Disco, and has been passed to Alison Findlay. 
Many thanks to all who helped with the bag pack and raising such a great amount. 
 
We have submitted a request to the bank to add Yvonne Wallace as signatory, and will 
further request Laura Brookman and Alison Findlay be added. We have also requested 
internet banking for the account. This will still require 2 people to approve payments 
out. 



 

Funding Requests; 

− Friendship Bench 

Julie Oswald has been looking into this, as it would be a good project for Skills Academy. 
Ideally there will be a bench in each playground that will be designed and painted by the 
pupils. This is being looked at as joint venture between the school and parent council 
and will be reviewed again to decide how it will be funded, and when it would be 
implemented. 

− Golden / Diamond Time 
 

The pupils have been surveyed and 96% said they enjoyed having Golden Time. Ideas 
have been submitted for potential ‘Diamond Time’ rewards and many could be provided 
at no or minimal cost. The school have asked for the current Golden Time budget to be 
increased to £500. A vote was taken and this amount has been agreed. 

− Xmas parties / Halloween Disco 

 
Alison has kindly agreed to organise the Halloween Disco this year, and this will be held 
on 30/10/17.  The Parent Council have discussed changing the current format of the 
Halloween disco, and will look to consult with parent and pupils for ideas and 
suggestions of what they would like to see. There may also be plans to hold a Springtime 
party. 
The school confirmed that the Xmas parties are held to give the pupils an opportunity to 
play games and enjoy some snacks, with Santa visiting the p1’s and p2’s. 
(It is noted that Daniel Toner, our current ‘Santa’ has submitted his resignation after 12 
years wearing the red suit for both the school and Parent Council.) 
Funding for the party items have been agreed, and Julie and Laura will discuss 
requirements and pupil numbers in good time to allow us to order items and have the 
presents wrapped.  Michele Gomes has very kindly offered to source books via her 
employers Harper Collins at a reduced rate for us. 
 

− Other? 

Mrs Curran has requested funding for STEM week. The committee have agreed we will 
fund this again, and we await proposals in the new year 
 
Tina has advised that there is potential for another bag pack in the spring/summer, and 
that a movie night is being organised. 
 
 



 
ERC Budget Consultation;    

 
The potential cuts to education via ERC’s budget 2018-2021 were discussed, and the 
committee have agreed that the best response will be parents/carers submitting their 
opinions via the survey. This has been agreed as the volume of responses will have as 
much of an impact as the content.  
 
The Budget proposals can be viewed at www.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/budget  
 
and the  link to take part in the survey is  
https://getinvolved.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/corporate-community-
services/budget2018/consultation/ 
 
This will also be send out via the school email, and the Parent Council reps. 
 
We hope parents/carers can find some time to read and respond to this. 
 
 
 
ERC Nursery Proposals;    
 
 
It was agreed that due to potentially varied opinions on this, it would not be possible for 
the Parent Council to form a single consensus to submit a group response. Therefore we 
again encourage parents/carers to submit their own response to this proposal via ERC 
website.  
 
At the time of writing these minutes the planning application had not yet been published 
to the ERC website so we are unable to share the link. We will forward this on once 
known, Stuart will chase Annette Ireland for any updates. 
 
 
 
Christmas Fayre (revise date) 
 
 
Now to beheld on Saturday 2nd December from 1pm-3pm due to a change to the rates on 
a Sunday. 
 
 
Actions from Previous Meeting 
 

 
− Feedback on School Photos 

 

Class reps are still collecting and collating feedback on the school photos. Mr Weir 
confirmed that a whole group P7 photo will be taken. Two new companies are currently 
being reviewed. 
 

 

http://www.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/budget
https://getinvolved.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/corporate-community-services/budget2018/consultation/
https://getinvolved.eastrenfrewshire.gov.uk/corporate-community-services/budget2018/consultation/


 
Safer Route to Schools Programme    
 
    http://www.gov.scot/Resource/Doc/158146/0042791.pdf 
 
This will be reviewed in the new year 
 
 
Constitution change (Changing date for AGM) 
 
 
We will look to change our constitution and submit to the Parent Forum in the new year 
to be approved. 
 
 
AOB 
 
 
The Parent Council were invited by the SPTC to complete a survey on Fair Funding in 
schools, however due to the short response time, we were unable to complete this. 
 
 
Action points to take forward 
 
 

o Class Reps to collate feedback for photos and look to pass to the school 
o Stuart to chase Annette Ireland for planning application for nursery 
o Laura to liaise with Julie on Xmas party items 
o Class Reps to share link to survey to respond to ERC’s budget proposals 

 
 

 

http://www.gov.scot/Resource/Doc/158146/0042791.pdf

