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St Clare’s Primary School @7pm  

 

Head Teacher’s Report 
Anne Marie Absolom 

 

Visit from the Director and Elected members  
Friday 7

th
 October 

 

We were delighted to welcome the Director and a group of elected members to our Campus. The purpose 

of the visit was to bring to life, for the members, the Department’s Vision of Everyone Attaining and 

Everyone Achieving Excellent Experiences. Both Head Teachers delivered a joint presentation, highlighting 

the learning and teaching across the Campus. The visitors received a tour of the Campus and observed and 

engaged in learning experiences linked to digital technologies, playful pedagogy in Primary One and 

metacognition in Maths in Primary Four. The visit was enjoyed by all and provided a great opportunity to 

celebrate the life and work of St Clare’s and our unique Joint Faith Campus. 
 

As part of The Scottish Government and CoSLA’s National Discussion on the vision of education in Scotland: 

Let’s Talk Scottish Education the Authority have organised a Pupil Consultation Conference to gather the 

views of learners across our establishments.  
  
2 pupils from our school have been invited to attend the event on Thursday 10

th
 November from 9.30 a.m. 

– 1.00 p.m. at Eastwood High School.   
  
During the event the children will be working in mixed groups facilitated by S6 leaders of learning from 

Eastwood High School. The groups will work together collaboratively to share their views and respond to 

the 5 key themes – Our Future Learning, Our Future Equity, Our Future Wellbeing, Our Future Rights and 

Our Future world.  
 

All staff and parents/carers have been encouraged to get involved in this conversation and share their views 

through a survey. 
 

Health and Safety 
Teachers are encouraged to have good ventilation within their classroom by opening windows. Each 

building’s air quality is also monitored by the Authority. As we move into winter, we continue to remind 

children of the importance of good hand hygiene. We ask parents not to send children to school if they are 

unwell. 
 

Budget 
We were required to make £48,000 savings and then an additional £23,500, totalling £71, 500 in total for 

this session. Consequently, this has depleted all reserves. I shared a HT core briefing with staff highlighting 

the savings that the Council has to make and the proposals of how this could be achieved. All staff, 

parents/carers and our learners are encouraged to actively engage in the process so that all views can be 

heard. Feedback is important as it will be used to inform final decisions by the Budget Strategy. Councillors 

will set the budget 1
st
 March 2023.  

 

 

Improving our Classrooms 22-23 
 

The teachers and SLT continue to work very hard in not only the day-to-day planning, teaching 

and assessing of learners’ experiences but continue to reflect and improve through their 

professional learning. Over the past fortnight the SLT have visited all classes to complete learning 

observations linked to Writing. This is part of our quality assurance process and helps us highlight 

highly effective practice and identify areas where we can continue to improve. We are very 

fortunate to have a wonderful team of practitioners in St Clare’s who strive to do their very best 

every day for their learners. We are also fortunate to have brilliant children who are eager to 

learn. Our continued commitment to the IOC is helping us to achieve this. 



 

Parental Feedback 

 

It was wonderful to be able to see and meet so many of our families during Parents’ Night on 12
th
 and 13

th
 

October 2022. As part of our continued self-evaluation, we sent out a Microsoft Form questionnaire, seeking 

feedback from parents/carers. We received 184 replies from a school roll of 410, however there were a few 

submissions that covered more than one child.  
 

Parents’ night feedback 

 

 

 



 
 

If you have any further comments that you feel might be helpful to the school in improving our 

parents' evenings or ideas for future information sessions for parents, please briefly indicate them 

here. 
More Details 

 informative and great to meet teacher 

 Excellent organisation, nice to be back in school 

 Very pleased with the opportunity to discuss my child’s progress 

 Fantastic informative session 

 lovely to be back 

 the p7 helpers are great and it is all very well organised and on time 

 a well organised evening and teachers are great 

 Everything was v good detailed 

 Informative , good to see the teacher really understands all aspects of our son 

 I feel informed and how to help my child at home. Also they are enjoying school 

 Really pleased and appreciate all the first class education from St Clare’s. Thank you 

 Teacher was full of enthusiasm and very innovative in support provided for class 

 Great being back face to face 

 Ran so smoothly, loved the helpers at the door they were so welcoming and friendly older children. 

Maybe have the parents’ evenings split over a couple of days to allow parents and teachers to have more than 

ten minutes to discuss their child 

 

Meet the Teacher Feedback 

 



 
 

 

Do you have any further comments about the Meet the Teacher Event? 

 it was very worthwhile 

 good to learn more about the class 

 Really enjoy finding out what we as parents can do to support learning. 

 Great insight into their daily learning. 

 Great opportunity to meet with teachers 

 Very helpful and enjoyable 

 It was informative and helpful. I think we could have completed another activity or looked at their work / 

jotters in the time we had available 

 lovely experience 

 Was great to be back in school and to understand the priorities and how we can support at home 

 Loved it. Super informative and engaging. 

 It was absolutely wonderful to see the children in their class environment. Unique experience. Loved it. 

 I found it a great way to find out what my child will be working on this year and see the class he is in. 

 It was great to get information about what the children are learning and see some of the work. 

 Lovely to see my child in her class environment and allow her to show us what she enjoys doing and 

things she has created or was working on. 

 Thoroughly enjoyed this informative session and put us at ease about our child’s first steps in school 

 It was great to see the children’s day to day work up close. 

 It was good to see my child’s class environment and meet with his fellow pupils and their parents 

 

Overall, we are very pleased with this feedback and the results have been shared with parents/carers in the 

November Newsletter. 
 

Faith Formation 
 

 Preparing for Sacraments 

o Canon Eddie sent out letters. Parent/Carer information Meeting 7pm in St Cadoc’s 

 Pope Francis Faith Award Enrolment Mass – 10
th
 October 2022 

o Children helping out at Mass as part of their Parish Commendation 

 Interfaith Week beg Monday 7
th
 November 

o Learners sharing their faith and culture 

 



 

 Catholic Education Week w/c 21st Nov 

o Theme is Communion, Participation and Mission this year 

o Various activities throughout the week, from SCES 

 Catholic Education Week Mass at St Cadoc’s on Sun 27th Nov at 10am 

o Children participating in Mass; Offertory 

o All welcome 

o Children should wear school uniform 

 

 Canon Eddie has created an annual overview, where he visits St Clare’s most Monday’s and spends 

time with different classes offering reflections, prayer services and Reconciliation and Confession. This 

is linked to the liturgical calendar. 

 

 Christmas Events – two family members per child due to capacity within the hall 

 P4a & P4b Advent Assembly - Friday 2nd December 9.15am 

 P2 & P3 Christmas Carol Concert - Thursday 8th December 2pm 

 P5a & P5b Advent Assembly  - Friday 9th December 9.15am 

 Christmas Pantomime and Christmas Lunch - Tuesday 13th December 9.30am & 12.35pm 

 P1a,P1b & P1c Nativity - Wednesday 14th December 9.15am & 2.15pm 

 P6a & P6b Advent Assembly  - Friday 16th December 9.15am 

 P7a & P7b Advent Assembly  - Monday 19th December 9.15am 

 During Advent, the school will support St Clare’s in collecting items each week for Simon Community 

and the Trussel Trust. Further information will shared in due course. 


