
St Ninian’s High School

UCAS Applications 2018- 2019



Jesus as a child you grew

in learning and wisdom.

Bless Saint Ninian’s High School

a community of faith and love

where young people learn, work and grow together.

Help us to make our school a place 

where teachers are valued for their dedication,

young people are encouraged to develop their talents,

and where all - staff, young people, and parents 

work together in trust and friendship.

Live among us now and forever.

Amen



Format Of Evening

• Mrs McCrea 

• To help you to make a more informed 
decision about your post school route

• To give you information on the UCAS process

• To inform you of school deadlines

• Mrs Wilson

• Personal Statement



DATE TIMELINE

Friday 26 October 2018 All applicants should have registered on  
UCAS

Friday 2 November 2018 All Personal Details, Education, Exam 
Results & Employment entered

Friday 9 November 2018 First draft of applicants personal 
statement submitted to Pastoral teacher, 
with parental signature

Friday 16 November 2018 All choices for University Courses entered

Friday 7 December 2018 Final draft of applicants personal 
statement submitted to Pastoral teacher 
with parental signature and entered 
online on the electronic application



• Applications will be checked, processed and 
sent to UCAS by Friday 14 December 2018.

• Individual applications will be checked and 
sent upon completion.



University Places

• Funding Cuts

• More Competition

• Job Insecurity

• Restructuring in University Faculties- less 
choice

• Higher Entry Grades Requirements

• Adult/ Foreign Students



Consequences of these pressures

• S5 attainment is often not enough, Universities increasingly 
want to see progress in S6

• Candidates need to focus clearly on which courses they want 
to do and why

• Personal statements are becoming more important for many 
courses e.g. Teaching   Nursing   Law Engineering  ‘people 
centred’ / vocational courses



Choosing your degree courses

• Focus on your strengths

• Does the course inspire you

• Focus on your skills / areas of personal 
interest

• Which faculty?

e.g. Arts/ Social Science/ Science/Accountancy

Finance/ Business/Languages/ Engineering/        
Computing





My World of Work

• Research the careers you will end up qualified 
for. Will this career/ profession suit your 
interests/ personality? 

• Thoroughly research your courses

• Have an open mind e.g. your degree may give 
you the opportunity to apply for numerous 
career/ employment/ graduate schemes

• Consider other factors- e.g. realistically 
expected qualifications



Collecting Information

Pupil

Visits

University 
Website

Prospectus

Open Days

Friends/ 
Family/ 

Contacts

Phone/ 
email 

university



Career Information Evenings

• Accountancy/ Business / Engineering 

Tuesday 23rd October

• Teaching ( Primary & Secondary) 

Tuesday 30th October

• Law /Arts/Social Sciences 

Tuesday 27th November



Factors to Consider

• Course Content – may vary depending on 
University

• Stay at Home ?

• Support Available

• Job Prospects

• Length of Course

• Facilities



School Reference
• Staff will be required to submit an honest and 

accurate pupil reference to UCAS

• Predicted Grades

• Universities are of the view that a strong 
performance throughout Sixth Year is a reliable 
indicator of future success. 



• Unconditional Offer

• Conditional Offer

• Where there is a change to the subjects 
studied in S6 or a significant change to the 
predicted grades as indicated in the school 
reference, universities may have to be 
informed by the school.













Personal Statement



What is the purpose of the Personal 
Statement?

The personal statement gives you the opportunity to tell the 
university why they should pick you above all the other 
candidates

You must give the best account of yourself!



Getting started

• Do your research!

• Check entry requirements

• Check what skills are required

• Everything in your personal 
statement should aim to show that 
you have the skills and qualities 
they are looking for



Structure

• Paragraph 1 – Why you have chosen this subject/course

• Paragraph 2 – Academic Skills

• Paragraph 3 – Personal Skills: Work experience, Volunteering

• Paragraph 4 – Personal Skills: Extracurricular/ Interests

• Paragraph 5 - Conclusion



Opening Paragraph

• Why you want to study the course

• It should give convincing reasons for your choice of course 
and show that serious research has been undertaken into 
the subject

• Show enthusiasm, interest, excitement

• Avoid dramatic openings/clichés 



Middle Section - What makes you someone 
particularly suitable to study the subject?

• Paragraph 2

• Academic skills

– Don’t list your subjects and grades

– You must identify the skills you have developed and provide 
evidence of these



Listening

Numeracy

Problem Solving

Computer/ IT

Presentation

Literacy

Decision Making

Practical skills
Laboratory skills

Performance 

Reporting

Graphical Research

Coordination

Working to deadlines

Analytical Manual dexterity



Subject Course Specifications

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/70972.html


• The Advanced Higher Business course presents me with the 
opportunity to improve my proficiency by working 
independently on a project. This has strengthened my skills in 
research and report writing



How will you contribute to the course and the university community 
and what makes you an interesting and unique individual?

• Paragraph 3 - Personal Skills

• Work Experience

• Volunteering/S6 Service

• Paragraph 4 - Extracurricular/Interests

• Your interests outside of school, particularly those that show you are a 
responsible and reliable person able to work well as part of a team as well as 
independently.

• What makes you stand out?



Independence

Listening

Social Skills

Patience

Responsibility

Leadership

Decision Making

Practical skills Confidence

Team work

Initiative

Empathy 
Maturity

Coordination

Time 
Management

Charity



Conclusion

• Commitment to course not profession

• Demonstrate that you will be hardworking 

• Understand the demands of life at university

• E.g.  “If successful in my application, I will strive to be fully 
committed to the course, and intend to live up to the high 
standards which I have set myself. I look forward to the 
challenges that university will bring.”

•



What to Avoid

• Mentioning a particular University

• Exaggerating

• Arrogance

• Waffling or flowery language

• Poor spelling and grammar

• Clichés

• Plagiarism – UCAS uses software that will identify sections of text 
that have been copied



Limit

• 4000 characters including spaces or 47 lines

– Whichever one comes first

– You need to be concise 



Summary

• Show that you know your strengths and can outline your ideas clearly

• Use words you know will be understood by the person reading your 
statement 

• Be enthusiastic – if you show your interest in the course,  it may help 
you get a place

• Expect to produce several drafts of your personal statement before 
being totally happy with it

• Ask people you trust for their feedback.



How Parents Can Help

• Ensure your son or daughter continues to work hard in S6

• Provide guidance ensuring what they are applying to is achievable

• Make sure they keep to the timeline

• Read their personal statement before it is submitted

• Make it clear that they are embarking on a career

• Ensure the UCAS application is one of their priorities over the next few 
months

• Contact us if you have questions


