
Our World.
Lesson three: the origin of sin

In our previous work we have discovered that we are responsible for much of the evil in the world. However, we are not responsible for all the evil in the world and evil can be divided into three types.

[image: ]Spiritual Evil. This is the devil who is opposed to God and those who serve God. He attempts to temp people away from God. This is why it is dangerous to “play” with Oujii Boards and the like.




	Human Evil. This is the actions of men and women which cause suffering for others. Actions which go against God are called sinful.


[image: ]
Natural Evil. This is the suffering and pain caused by illness or natural happenings. There is no-one to blame. It is difficult to explain why these things happen and people use these to argue against the existence of a loving and caring God.

These three types of evil cause people to ask questions such as:
· What do we know about the Devil?
· Why does God allow man to cause such evil?
· Why did God create a world which could cause such suffering? 

Our starting point in answering these questions is The Book of Genesis.

Assignments

1a. Read Gen. 1-2 
This is long read and is printed a few pages on.

  2. Write down a verse from Gen 1-2 which suggest the following:
  a. God created the world.            
[image: ]b. God created a World which is good.
c. God created us in his image.   
d. Adam and Eve lived happily with God
e. Adam and Eve lived happily together.


[image: ]
3. Write a short paragraph describing:-life in Eden
· The relationship between God and humanity.
· The relationship between Adam and Eve i.e humanity.


4. b. Copy and complete the following table explaining the symbols.


	Symbol
	Meaning of Symbol


	
	The Law of God.


	The Snake.
	


	Adam.
	


	
	Woman.


	Eating the apple.
	


	
	Adam and Eve feel guilty.


	The Garden of Eden.
	


	
	God still loves humanity despite its sins.





Further Assignments



[image: ]5a. Re-read Gen 3.

b. Write down any other symbols which you notice in this chapter.

c. Explain the meaning of these symbols.



6 Use the wordlist to complete the following passage.

Sinned.                  Promises.               Original.                  Refused.                     Bad.
Plan.                      Chose.                     Beginning.              Affected.                    Born.



      The Book of Genesis tells us how from the _______________   of human life on earth, men   
       ____________ to cooperate in God’s _____________ for human happiness.
       The story says that humanity ______________ to do what God had pointed out was _______ for     
        them.
       The important truth in the Bible is the teaching that humanity ___________ from the beginning.
       Everyone ________ born after the first people were born into a world __________ by the sins of              
       the first people.
       We call this being born in a state of ________ sin. God still loves humanity and ________ to save
       Us from the effects of our misdeeds.

       God created the world and it was good……………



7	a. Using the word square, find nine words associated with the meaning of Genesis Chapter 3.

Use the following clues.

D_ _ _ _                           C_ _ _ _ _                        T_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _          

E_ _ _                               E_ _ _                               G_ _ _ _ _

S_ _                                  R_ _ _ _                             C_ _ _ _ _ _


b. You now have to use these words as your starting point in answering the question of why God created humanity which is able to cause so much evil.

[image: ]8	In the “our Father” we say the words “…deliver us from evil…”
What can we do to protect ourselves from evil? E.g. prayer, sacraments etc.

9	Compose a prayer on the theme of avoiding evil.
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Genesis 1
Genesis 1
Revised Standard Version
Six Days of Creation and the Sabbath
1 In the beginning God created[a] the heavens and the earth. 2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep; and the Spirit[b] of God was moving over the face of the waters.
3 And God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, one day.
6 And God said, “Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7 And God made the firmament and separated the waters which were under the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament. And it was so. 8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, a second day.
9 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 And God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, upon the earth.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, a third day.
14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 And God made the two great lights, the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night; he made the stars also. 17 And God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, a fourth day. 
20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the firmament of the heavens.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was morning, a fifth day.
24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds: cattle and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 25 And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the cattle according to their kinds, and everything that creeps upon the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. 28 And God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, a sixth day.
Genesis 2
2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2 And on the seventh day God finished his work which he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all his work which he had done in creation.
4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.
Another Account of the Creation
In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 5 when no plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no man to till the ground; 6 but a mist[a] went up from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground— 7 then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being. 8 And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he had formed. 9 And out of the ground the LORD God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
10 A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four rivers. 11 The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one which flows around the whole land of Hav′ilah, where there is gold; 12 and the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. 13 The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one which flows around the whole land of Cush. 14 And the name of the third river is Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphra′tes.
15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 
18 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” 19 So out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20 The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for the man there was not found a helper fit for him. 21 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh; 22 and the rib which the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said,
“This at last is bone of my bones
    and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman,[b]
    because she was taken out of Man.”[c] 
24 Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and cleaves to his wife, and they become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Genesis Chapter 3 tells us that the peace of the garden was suddenly broken. This chapter contains many symbols which help us understand its meaning.
The First Sin and Its Punishment
3 Now the serpent was more subtle than any other wild creature that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree of the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons.
8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of thee in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent beguiled me, and I ate.” 14 The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
    cursed are you above all cattle,
    and above all wild animals;
upon your belly you shall go,
    and dust you shall eat
    all the days of your life.
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman,
    and between your seed and her seed;
he shall bruise your head,
    and you shall bruise his heel.”
16 To the woman he said,
“I will greatly multiply your pain in childbearing;
    in pain you shall bring forth children,
yet your desire shall be for your husband,
    and he shall rule over you.”
17 And to Adam he said,
“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife,
    and have eaten of the tree
of which I commanded you,
    ‘You shall not eat of it,’
cursed is the ground because of you;
    in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life;
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth to you;
    and you shall eat the plants of the field.
19 In the sweat of your face
    you shall eat bread
till you return to the ground,
    for out of it you were taken;
you are dust,
    and to dust you shall return.”
20 The man called his wife’s name Eve,[a] because she was the mother of all living. 21 And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins, and clothed them.
22 Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us, knowing good and evil; and now, lest he put forth his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever”— 23 therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was taken. 24 He drove out the man; and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life.



                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                          




                                                                               





    

1. a. Using the word square, find nine words associated with the meaning of Genesis Chapter 3.

Use the following clues.

D_ _ _ _                           C_ _ _ _ _                        T_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _          

E_ _ _                               E_ _ _                               G_ _ _ _ _

S_ _                                  R_ _ _ _                             C_ _ _ _ _ _


b. You now have to use these words as your starting point in answering the question of why God created humanity which is able to cause so much evil.

2. [image: ]In the “our Father” we say the words “…deliver us from evil…”
What can we do to protect ourselves from evil? E.g. prayer, sacraments etc.

3. Compose a prayer on the theme of avoiding evil.
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