
Religious Founders Where Was the Body?
The New Testament states that Jesus was placed in a tomb late of Friday afternoon. It also states that 
the Sabbath (The Jewish day of rest) was about to begin. There was little time to anoint the body of 
Jesus and bury him properly, therefore he was laid in a tomb.

On Sunday morning, after the Sabbath had ended, some of his followers arrived to anoint his body and 
found that the tomb was empty.

What could have happened to Jesus’ body?

Response Why might people believe 
this may have happened?

Is this plausible? Could 
this have happened? Give 
reasons for your answer.

The body was stolen.

Jesus gained consciousness 
and walked away.
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Where Was the Body?

Response Why might people believe 
this may have happened?

Is this plausible? Could 
this have happened? Give 
reasons for your answer.

Jesus rose from the dead.

Jesus’ followers remove and 
hide his body.
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Answers
The New Testament states that Jesus was placed in a tomb late of Friday afternoon. It also states that 
the Sabbath (The Jewish day of rest) was about to begin. There was little time to anoint the body of 
Jesus and bury him properly, therefore he was laid in a tomb.

On Sunday morning, after the Sabbath had ended, some of his followers arrived to anoint his body and 
found that the tomb was empty.

What could have happened to Jesus’ body?

Response Why might people believe 
this may have happened?

Is this plausible? Could 
this have happened? Give 
reasons for your answer.

The body was stolen. Would people have wanted to 
sell his body?

Would his loved ones have 
wanted to steal the body 
to anoint it properly before 
burial?

Would someone have wanted 
to steal the body to have proof 
that Jesus actually died?

Jesus gained consciousness 
and walked away.

The Sabbath was due to start.

No work can be done on the 
Sabbath.

The body of Jesus needed to 
be removed from the cross, 
washed, anointed, buried in a 
short amount of time.

Did they remove Jesus’ body 
from the cross before he died?
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Response Why might people believe 
this may have happened?

Is this plausible? Could 
this have happened? Give 
reasons for your answer.

Jesus rose from the dead. He claimed to be Son of God.

He performed miracles – was 
this another miracle?

Did God raise him from the 
dead?

Can God die?

Jesus’ followers remove and 
hide his body.

Love can make you do unusual 
things.

The followers of Jesus loved 
Jesus.

He was their leader. 

Did they want to show respect 
to him after his death?
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