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Dear Parents and Parishioners 

Our Catholic schools share a key characteristic: an unshakeable sense of 

their own identity and values, and a clear vision, rooted in those values. 

Through the distinctive education offered we prepare our young people 

for a world increasingly marked by secular interpretations of culture, edu-

cation, identity, belonging and belief, which challenge the mission integri-

ty of our schools. In all we must hold fast to the teaching of Jesus Christ. 

 

By proposing the model of Jesus Christ we present a person who lived 

intentionally and prophetically. His words, actions and example reflect his 

values. However much the values of the world, the assumptions and prej-

udices of those around us, seem to be unassailable, Christ calls us in a dif-

ferent direction to a life characterized by compassion, faith, hope and, 

above all, love. ‘There is nothing more beautiful than to be surprised by 

the Gospel, by the encounter with Christ. There is nothing more beautiful 

than to know Him and to speak to others of our friendship with Him. He 

takes nothing away, and he gives you everything. When we give ourselves 

to Him, we receive a hundredfold in return’, (Pope Benedict XVI, 2005) 

 

In our daily work we pray with our children and young people and for them. Through the education they 

receive we develop the whole person - spirit, body and mind. By our vocation we are offered unparalleled 

opportunities to educate and form young people in such a way that they are not only academically compe-

tent, but also look on the world with compassion and spend at least some of their time, talent and energies 

to the benefit of others, building a more human and just society. This booklet provides a snapshot of that 

work and we thank our teachers for their witness accompanying our children and young people as they 

negotiate the ordinary and not-so-ordinary events of their lives. 

 

Thank you to our parish priests and school chaplains for their spiritual and religious support and guidance, 

to parents for your work as the ‘first educators’ of your children and for your wonderful encouragement 

for our teachers, and to our parishioners for your prayers. May the Holy Family of Nazareth, Jesus, Mary 

and Joseph, who filled with faith and love and forgetful of themselves, lived entirely for God and for each 

other in simple, joyful and generous self-giving and spirit of service, watch over and protect our children 

and young people, now and always. 

  

My thanks and best wishes to all 

 

 

John Docherty 

Head Teacher. 

Saint Ninian’s High School 

http://www.azquotes.com/quote/854872
http://www.azquotes.com/quote/854872
http://www.azquotes.com/quote/854872


Inaugural Academic MassInaugural Academic Mass  

Our Inaugural Mass and Dedication of Studies was well attended by staff, pupils and it 
was really pleasing to see so many families join us. We were delighted to have as our 
main celebrant Monsignor Monaghan who concelebrated with Father Hill from Saint 
Vincent's in Thornliebank. 

During the Mass, we had the opportunity to thank Liz Swainson for her work as Faculty 
Head of Performing Art. Below  is an extract from the Order of Service thanking Liz, 
who is preparing for retirement, for her work, commitment and passion. 

 ‘Tonight marks the final whole school religious event in which Mrs Swainson will lead 
our musicians and singers. She will retire in October. I want to thank her for the 
outstanding service offered to our young people, parents, teacher colleagues, and 
school staff. Her dedication to the teaching of young people has offered an inspiring 
example to teachers who have worked with her over many years of service to 
education, both in St. Ninian’s and ERC. She has shared her passion for music with 
pupils and colleagues promoting excellence across the Performing Arts with a deep 
desire for her students to achieve the very best they were capable of. This excellence 
has been evident for all to experience if you have had the privilege and pleasure of 
attending our many school musical evenings and shows. Her passion and devotion for 

the Arts has inspired many 
of her students to continue 
the study of music and 
drama beyond school and to 
achieve great success in 
Scotland and beyond. On 
your behalf, I offer our best 
wishes to Mrs. Swainson for 
many years of happiness 
and health, enjoying time 
with Tony, her husband, and 
with her children, Cairistiona 
and Cailean, both former 
students of Saint Ninian’s’. 



Inaugural Academic Mass Inaugural Academic Mass (cont.)(cont.)  

Our Head Girl, Eva Marie Curran, also spoke on behalf of the school. Eva Marie 
conveyed in her address the central tenets of our priorities which are; love, kindness 
and true generosity of spirit drawing from our vision and values which shapes our 
ethos and identity as a catholic school – after all, there is no point having these values 
if they don’t inform every aspect of who we are. 

“Reverend Fathers, Mr Docherty, Ladies & Gentlemen, Fellow Pupils,  

It is my privilege to speak to you this evening as the Head Girl of St Ninian’s High 
School. It is my pleasure on behalf of Stephen, the Head Boy, and our fellow Deputes to 
welcome you to a major highlight of the school year, which is this evening’s Inaugural 
Mass. This coming together captures all of what this school stands for. We treat each 
other with respect, we work hard, we behave with integrity and dignity, and are 
witness to the humility and love that this Holy Mass encapsulates.  

I’d like to offer a special welcome to our new First Year pupils. I’ve spoken to some of 
you, I’ve probably bumped into a few of you, and I’ve watched some of you gyrating on 
the dance floor at Tuesday night’s disco. Please be reassured that we are here to assist 
you as you become a committed member of our wonderful community. There are many 
exciting experiences in store for you during your time at St Ninian’s. We have a proven 
track record of high achievement at all levels, academic, sport and music. There are 
concerts, shows, competitions of every type, and amazing educational excursions on 
offer to everyone here. If you believe in the maxim that you must give to receive, you 
will be rewarded many times over.  

The rigour and excellence within the school takes everyone from every level of ability 
whether that be academic, vocational or sporting, everyone’s needs are catered for. 
This school is, in my opinion, the epitome of what Education Scotland calls GIRFEC and 
GIRFEF, which means Get It Right For Every Child and, importantly, Get It Right For 
Every Family. The dedication of the teachers and support staff is outstanding, whether 
you’re in First Year or Sixth Year. There is an unrelenting desire from the leadership 
team, which includes the Sixth Year Head Team, to ensure that every pupil has the 
opportunity to be themselves at their best.  

 



Inaugural Academic Mass Inaugural Academic Mass (cont.)(cont.)  

Over 5 years ago I visited the school with my parents and siblings and while we were 
acutely aware of the educational excellence that the school strives for, we were all 
overwhelmed by the witness of Faith. On Education Sunday this year Monsignor 
Monaghan described the love of visiting our school, he said, and I quote, “that when I 
walk through that door, and especially when I visit the Oratory, I feel that God lives 
there.”  

As St. John Bosco said, “without confidence and love, there can be no true education.” 
This partnership between Church, home, and school provides us with that poignant 
combination and leads us to God.  

And so, as Head Girl, and on behalf of the Head Team I’d like to thank you for being 
with us this evening and finally in the words of the school motto,  

Floreat Iuventus – Let Youth Flourish . 

Saint Ninian – Pray for Us “ 



Aid To The Church In NeedAid To The Church In Need  

Aid to the Church in Need is an organisation which exists to support Christians and 
others who suffer religious persecution because of their faith. This persecution shows 
itself in many ways including the killing of people . 

This autumn, Aid to the Church in 
Need asked for support, to stand in 
solidarity with persecuted Christians 
and all who suffer for their peacefully 
held beliefs. ACN held a week of 
events from 19 – 26 November 
with #RedWednesday as the highlight 
on Wednesday 22 November. 

Red is the Christian colour of 
martyrdom. Christians are the most 
persecuted faith group in today’s 
world and #RedWednesday honours all Christians  who suffer and die for their 
faithfulness to Christ’s message of peace and love and all who suffer religious 
persecution. 
 
#RedWednesday shone a light on 
Christian persecution but also 
highlights the injustices perpetrated 
against other faith groups. 

As a school we lit the Sanctuary of 
our Oratory red with classes being 
involved in prayer services. We also 
had collections for money to support 
the excellent work of ACN.  

The schools efforts were recognised recently when Clair Sweeney of ACN Scotland 
presented the school with a certificate of participation in Red Wednesday and a 
certificate of generosity for financial support in solidarity with those who were 
persecuted for their faith. 



Caritas AwardCaritas Award  

Love – caritas – is an extraordinary force. . .” 

The Pope Benedict XVI Caritas Award encourages and promotes the ongoing faith 
journey of young people. It recognises that some are already active and committed 
within their homes, schools, parishes and dioceses and it invites others to respond to 
God’s call of love. It supports and celebrates the faith witness which young people give 
within their communities. The CARITAS AWARD was established by the Bishops of 
Scotland as one way of keeping alive the legacy of Pope Benedict’s historic visit to our 
country in 2010. 

It takes 3 elements – Witness, Learning & Reflection – and provides a structure 
through which to experience, record and share the impact of these on their faith 
journey. The award takes a snap-shot of a young person’s faith witness in one year but 
is built on the learning and reflection that (s)he has experienced over the course of 
their time within school.  Well done to the following S6 pupils who are participating in 
the Caritas Programme this session. 

“The Caritas Award has 

allowed me to explore and 

develop my faith and have a 

deeper understanding of the 

meaning of God’s words. It has 

given me the opportunity to 

give my time and love to others 

within the school and the local 

parish.”- Maria Mone 

“The Caritas Award has 

enabled me to grow and 

develop my understanding 

of faith. The Caritas Award 

has truly strengthened, not 

only my faith but my 

confidence by working with 

new groups of people.”– 

Sophie Grant 



Extra Ordinary Ministers of Extra Ordinary Ministers of   
The Eucharist.The Eucharist.  

“The Eucharist constitutes the very life of the Church, for the Lord said, I 
am the bread of life. No one who comes to me shall ever be hungry, no 

one who believes in me shall ever thirst.” 

A great role of responsibility that our Sixth Year students are keen to take on is the role 
of an Extra Ordinary Minister of the Eucharist.  This reflects not only a response to 
their Baptismal call to serve the people of God but a commitment to Christ as they 
share in the preaching, teaching and leading aspects of the Mass. 

With morning Mass, Eucharistic adoration and other liturgical events our pupils have 
shown great reverence and commitment as they go about their liturgical duties. Pupils 
recognise the great honour and responsibility which has strengthened their faith as 
well as making them keen to share it with others. 

“Becoming an  Extra Ordinary Ministers of  The Eucharist is a 

huge privilege which I have been given this year. I am lucky to 

find a role in the Mass which allows me to serve others and to 

feel God’s presence  during communion. This year I am joined 

by a number of Sixth Year students who all share the same love 

and devotion to the Eucharist and want to honour it the best 

we can.”  - Eva Marie Curran 6a4 



Saint Cadoc’s PrimarySaint Cadoc’s Primary  

RERC in St Cadoc’s Primary School 

At St Cadoc’s we get together all the time to 
observe our faith with each other and the 

wider community. This can take the form of 
regular masses, either at school or up at our 

Church or even at the Cathedral, celebrating the 
Sacraments, pupil-led Advent and Lenten 

assemblies, our Nativity production, prayer 
groups, community choir singing, to name but a 

few examples.  



Saint Cadoc’s PrimarySaint Cadoc’s Primary  

Our focus at St Cadoc’s is to 
serve the common good. We 

understand that there are those 
much less fortunate than our-
selves, both abroad and closer 
to home, and we strive all year 

round to make a contribution to 
charities with our time and 

money. 

St Cadoc’s have a special relationship 
with SCIAF and we enjoy extremely 
fruitful reciprocal partnerships with 
many individuals and organisations. 



Saint Cadoc’s PrimarySaint Cadoc’s Primary  

The Liturgical Calendar provides 
specific seasonal focus. Be it, for 
example, Vocations Awareness 
Week, or the months dedicated 
to the Holy Rosary, Our Lady and 
the Holy Souls, our classrooms, 

our corridors and dining hall will 
reflect these liturgical highlights. 
Throughout the whole school, 

attention is consistently brought 
to our Catholic beliefs and faith. 



Saint Cadoc’s PrimarySaint Cadoc’s Primary  

In our RE lessons we follow 
the Liturgical Calendar 

throughout the year. For ex-
ample, reflections on the 

weekly Gospel, discussions 
and activities surrounding the 
parables and miracles within 

scripture, adherence to 
Saints’ Feast Days and regular 
prayer and contemplation of 

the mass. 



The Life GroupThe Life Group  

The Life Group is a charity that helps 

pregnant women in challenging 

circumstances by providing practical 

support. As a group we realise how 

important life in the womb is, and how 

it was made in God’s, and their 

mothers, image.  

 

In order to provide such support we organise fundraisers such as our Christmas Jumper 

Day or our sponsored walk for life around Rouken Glen park. We also had a Christmas 

Advent Collection and asked every class in S1 and S2 to bring in baby items, for 

example, 1a1 had to bring in baby wipes or baby bibs. In this way, we collected lots of 

essential items and  we hope that this will help families in need. 

 

We have more events coming up which we are very excited about such as the Life 

Mass, on 15th February at 7pm and the Afternoon Tea for Life on Saturday 24th March 

at 1pm. We hope that many pupils, staff, parents and members of the local community 

will come along to support these occasions. As a group we meet every Friday at lunch 

to pray, socialise, discuss how much we raised from our last event as well as discuss 

our future plans.  



Year of Mercy CrossYear of Mercy Cross  

The Year of Mercy began with the First Sunday of Advent 2015 and came to a close on 

the Feast of Christ the King in November 2016. In initiating this Solemn Year, Pope 

Francis urged us to be confident in the Lord’s Mercy for each one of us. Regardless of 

our failings and sins the Lord would look to forgive us and always respond with mercy 

to our repentant hearts. Pope Francis reminded us that as we receive the Mercy of 

God, we, in turn, must be merciful to others. 

Archbishop Rino Fisichella, President of the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of the 

New Evangelisation and his Department were responsible for the practices and events 

of the Year of Mercy.  In Rome it was agreed that Pilgrims should gather at the end of 

Via della Conciliazione and with the magnificent façade of St Peter’s Basilica ahead of 

them, they should process in prayer into the Basilica and reach the Tomb of St Peter. 

The Pilgrims of our Sixth Year to Rome in September 2016 were privileged to take part 

in this moving procession of prayer. The group gathered and formed behind our then 

Head Boy, Christopher Stewart, who carried the Year of Mercy Cross as Fr Duggan and 

Monsignor Murray led the group in prayer. 



Year of Mercy Cross (Cont.)Year of Mercy Cross (Cont.)  

A limited number of Year of Mercy Crosses were produced and all were blessed by 

Pope Francis. At the end of the Year of Mercy, Pope Francis asked Archbishop Fisichella 

to distribute the crosses as appropriate. Both Archbishop Fisichella and his Under- 

Secretary, Scottish born Monsignor Graham Bell, knew of our school through their 

friendship with Monsignor Monaghan and arranged for the cross to be presented to 

the School. 

We are very proud and pleased to have such a cross and indeed we know that our Year 

of Mercy Cross is the only one presented to anyone in Scotland and indeed, we 

believe, Great Britain. 

We will use the Year of Mercy Cross as a focus of Liturgical and Religious Services as a 

constant reminder of the infinite mercy of God and of our responsibility to be merciful 

to others. 



Our Lady of the MissionsOur Lady of the Missions  

The pupils worked together to update our school’s vision, values and aims. 

We created a lunch and playground charter to help us put these into action.  

Primary 1 have been learning about parables. We know that parables are 
stories Jesus told which had a message. This week we heard the parable of 
The Lost Sheep. We made our 
own sheep and hid one sheep 
around the classroom and the 
school. We worked together to 
find the sheep. We know that, 
just like the shepherd in the 
parable, Jesus cares for each 
one of us and always looks out 
for us.  



Our Lady of the MissionsOur Lady of the Missions  

Come Follow Me! 
 
P2e have been learning about 
Matthew’s Gospel 4:19 when 
Jesus called the first disciples 
to follow Him to be ‘fishers of 
men’. These close friends of 
Jesus had to put their trust in 
Him to go out and spread the 
Good News. P2 recognised 
acts of kindness and learned 
that they must do the same. 
They looked at ways they could live like Jesus by working for the ‘common 
good’ by caring for our friends and family, helping our around the house and by 
praying for those less fortunate.  

“Ready for Heaven” 

 
P2 used ‘Kingdom of Heaven Cards’ during 
Drama. After acting out the scenarios they had 
to decide if it was something that would please 
God and be a way of preparing them for 
Heaven. They discussed what Heaven would be 
like and talked about keeping their souls pure.  
The children came up with wonderful ideas to 
share with their heart partners and work hard 
to recognise times when they could be kind, 
caring or generous. 



Our Lady of the MissionsOur Lady of the Missions  

 
Forgiveness 
 
Primary 3 have been 
learning about forgiveness 
through exploring the 
Parable of the Loving 
Father and Two Sons. They 
have been thinking 
showing forgiveness to 
each other, showing love to 
one another just like the 
Father did to his son.  

All About Me  
 

Primary 4 have been looking at the way God has gifted us with many talents, 
skills and abilities.  We spent time learning about our OWN talents and created 
designs and pictures which showed all of the gifts we have.  Then we wrote our 

names into our RERC jotters in big letters.  We went on a journey around the 
class, and wrote down for people the gifts and talents we see in them, 

especially when these gifts have impacted or helped us!  Our activity showed 
us that we have so much to offer each other and the world – God gave us gifts, 

and it’s important to use them!  In Primary 4, we are going to keep trying to 
use our talents for each other – and we are going to look at ways that one 

child, or class – or year group… can change the world!  



Our Lady of the MissionsOur Lady of the Missions  

 
God’s Gift 

 
Primary 5 have been learning that one of the gifts God gave us is “free will” and 
that our conscience helps us to judge whether we are making the right choices. 

 We have been exploring our everyday decisions and we know that our 
conscience always reminds us to make good decisions.  We can inform our 

conscience by reflecting on the Word of God.   

Talents 
 

Primary 6 read the parable of the Talents. They  learned that if you use 
your special gifts and abilities, God will give you more to keep doing these 

things you are good at.  Primary 6b  thought about the talents that God has 
given them and how they use them. They created rosettes to showcase 

their gifts and talents.  



Our Lady of the MissionsOur Lady of the Missions  

In Primary 7, we have written our own prayers to ask God to guide and support 
us as we continue on our final year of Primary School. We have also been 

working towards gaining our Pope Francis Faith award.  As part of this, we have 
been learning about the different gifts and fruits of the Holy Spirit and how we 

can embed these into our every day lives, just as Pope Francis did.  

Our school choir performed at  Age Concern’s Christmas Lunch to share 
their God-Given Talents!  



Helping Hands GroupHelping Hands Group  

Helping Hands is a St. Ninian’s fundraising group which began 

in August 2012 in order to help those in need in our local 

community although our goals have now become more 

international. We meet every Monday to organise our up-

coming events in order to support a wide range of charities and 

all pupils are invited to come along and take part.  

Recently, Helping Hands have set up a variety of events 

including  “Great St. Ninian’s Bake-off” which was a huge 

success with many delicious cakes from staff and pupils. 

Our events are held on a regular basis and we consistently help 

those who have less than we do, especially at Christmas time 

when we carry out the gift appeal for the Missionaries of 

Charity who distribute the presents to children in poorer areas 

of Glasgow. We are a very important part of St. Ninian’s and the 

local community as many pupils and staff get involved to 

express a sense of compassion and support those who need 

help. 

“Helping Hands has been a wonderful experience. I have been 

made aware of problems which the world faces and also what I 

can do to make it better. We meet at lunchtime every Monday 

to discuss our fundraising activities. So far I have taken part in 

the shoebox appeal and the Christmas coffee afternoon I hope 

to continue our good work through the pancake day we have 

planned.” - Ruth Edgar 1a5 

“Being part of the Helping Hands group means a lot to me. I get 

a great feeling knowing that I have helped someone in need. 

Taking part in the coffee afternoon was tremendous fun and it 

was great to see all the presents given in for the charity we were 

supporting.”  - Megan Gordon 1a5 



The Wayside ClubThe Wayside Club  

The Wayside Club was established in 1932 to meet 

the needs of the homeless and those suffering from 

hardship, addiction to alcohol or gambling. It is 

operated by the Legion of Mary, a Catholic lay 

organisation and helpers from other religions and 

none. 

 

This year a great number of S6 pupils and staff have volunteered to help on a rota basis 

in The Wayside Club, Glasgow.  

 

The pupils and staff who volunteer will be helping 

the homeless by preparing sandwiches and serving 

soup on alternate Friday evenings. Supervising staff 

meet pupils in Central Station at 6:45pm and 

accompany pupils to the centre where they 

volunteer until 8:45pm. The group attends each 

fortnight  and consists of two teachers and four senior pupils. 

“I was given the opportunity to help out at the Wayside Club 

through school. The experience was an eye opener and I have a 

greater appreciation for what I have in life. Helping out at the 

Wayside Club gave me a greater understanding of the 

predicament faced by people less fortunate 

than myself” - Thomas Forshaw 6a2 

“As part of my S6 service I volunteered to attend the Wayside 

Club and offer my help. Before going I was nervous but once I 

arrived at the Club the nerves disappeared. I thoroughly 

enjoyed working for the men and women present. The evening 

made me thankful for all I have received in life”  

- Michael Parker 6a3 



Carfin GrottoCarfin Grotto  

First Year Pilgrimage to Carfin. 

In June 2017, over 250 First Year Pupils took part 

in the pilgrimage to Carfin Grotto. Carfin Lourdes 

Grotto is Scotland’s National Shrine  dedicated to 

Our Lady of Lourdes and was created in the early 

twentieth century. The Grotto was created under 

the direction of the Parish Priest, Canon Taylor 

who was a regular pilgrim to Lourdes in France 

and wanted his own parishioners to be able to 

share in some of the blessing of Lourdes. 

In preparation for the visit pupils enjoy a 

PowerPoint presentation on the history of the 

Grotto and its many shrines which reflect the 

various groups from Europe who came and settled 

in Lanarkshire. The presentation highlights the 

faith aspect to being a Catholic – centred on the 

Eucharist then devotion to Our Lady and popular 

devotions to the saints. The pupils follow a guide as they explore and find out more 

about the Grotto and their faith before celebrating Mass in the Glass Chapel. 

“At the end of S1 I had an amazing opportunity to go to Carfin 

Grotto. I enjoyed the celebration of Holy Mass and learning about 

the saints represented by the statues in the grotto. The visit 

strengthened my understanding of my faith learning of the great 

commitment of the saints —Siobhan Reilly 2a10 

“At the end of 1st Year we visited Carfin Grotto 

which was an fantastic experience. We learned about how Scotland's 

National Pilgrimage Site came to be and to see the faith of others 

represented in the various statues on display. The visit finished with 

Mass in the Glass Chapel allowing us to reflect on the preciousness of 

our faith - Lochlann Turner 2a10   



Saint Joseph’s PrimarySaint Joseph’s Primary   

 
The pupils and staff at St Joseph’s Primary have 
been ‘Serving the Common Good’.   We are 
acknowledging the good of each person and in 
turn having an impact on the community. 

Primary 7 have been working on writing prayers as 
part of the Pope Francis Faith Award.  The purpose 
of this award is to encourage children to use the 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit in their everyday lives. 

 

Primary 6 were discussing the Holy Trinity and what it means. The children then 
demonstrated their understanding through creating their own visual representations of 
the Holy Trinity for their wall. 

 

Primary 5 were learning about 
forgiveness.  They wrote their own 
forgiveness prayers reflecting on 
times when they have hurt others.  
The prayers are written on doves 
and hanging in the classroom as a 
reminder for each child to think 
about in their personal prayers. 



Saint Joseph’s PrimarySaint Joseph’s Primary   

 
‘The love of Christ fills our hearts and makes us always able to forgive’ - Pope Francis 

Primary 4 have been learning that we are 
all created in God’s own image.  We read 
in the Book of Genesis how God created 
the world and reflected upon how we are 
called to follow God Our Father.   

During Advent the children in St Joseph’s 
performed assemblies to parents and 
chose charities of which they would like 
to raise awareness.  

The children in Primary 1 have been 
learning about the Christmas Story. We 
read the Bible to find out what happened 
when Jesus was born. We sequenced the 
events into the correct order and we 
drew detailed pictures. Then we had so 
much fun taking part in our Nativity 
Show called ‘The Innkeeper’s Breakfast’. 
We performed in front of the whole 
school and our families. We were very 
confident individuals! 

Primary 2 performed, ‘Busy Busy 
Bethlehem’ for parents.  They 
retold the story wonderfully and 
their singing was fantastic. 



Saint Joseph’s PrimarySaint Joseph’s Primary   

Primary 3 raised £250, a fantastic amount of money 
for St Margaret’s Adoption Society. Primary 4 
performed a wonderful Advent Assembly for the 
community in St Joseph’s Parish Church.  

Primary 5 chose Mary’s Meals and asked for 
backpacks to be collected. Primary 6 collected 
items to help the homeless during winter.  They 
managed to collect a variety of hats, scarves, 
gloves and socks.   

Primary 7 raised money for St Andrew’s 
hospice, Prince and Princess of Wales Hospice: 
The Butterfly Service. St Andrew’s hospice 
visited us to give an informative talk on the 
work that they do.  

A number of children participated in the school choir and visited Eastwood Court Care 
Home. They had a wonderful time meeting the residents. 



SalamancaSalamanca  

 
 While our  trip to Salamanca is for students 
 who are studying Spanish here at school it 
 is indeed a pilgrimage  and an occasion 
 when pupils can deepen their faith  while 
 immersed in the culture and religion of the 
 area around Salamanca.   

 We stay in the Royal Scots College in 
 Salamanca. The college is the Scottish 
 Roman Catholic Seminary in Spain. It has a 
 400 year history of training priests for the 

Scottish mission. In recent years the college has had its ‘propaedeutic’ period for trainee 
priests who go there to acclimatise and prepare before going to Rome. This gives us an 
excellent base for our activities and we use the college Chapel for morning prayer and 
celebration of Holy Mass.  Throughout the week, our faith is enriched with the presence of  
Monsignor Monaghan  and Fr Gerry Byrne as well as College Rector and former Chaplain 
of St Ninian’s HS, Fr Tom Kilbride, (photo). Pupils are also accompanied by Mrs H Docherty, 
Mrs Graham and Mr Creighton.   

The historic town of Salamanca is a world heritage site with much of its architecture 
centuries old. This includes two cathedrals and two universities (The Pontifical University 
1940 and The University of Salamanca 1134). All are linked by many narrow cobbled 
streets with the magnificent Plaza Mayor at its centre. Its large student population gives it 
a vibrant, youthful atmosphere.  
Pupils practise speaking in Spanish 
during morning prayer and whilst 
participating in Holy Mass each 
day. Preparation for this takes 
place in the Spanish class.  

The College is a religious house 
and we embrace the spiritual 
atmosphere that the College and 
the surrounding area will offer. 
This includes walking a section of 
the Camino de Santiago (the way 
of St James) which passes through 
Salamanca.  



Salamanca (Cont.)Salamanca (Cont.)  

Through the various excursions we also learn about the life of St Theresa of 
Ávila whilst visiting Ávila and Alba de Tormes. We have the opportunity to 
celebrate Holy Mass in the Convento de la Encarnación in the Chapel of the 
Transverberation. We also celebrate Holy Mass when we visit the Monastery 
Chapel at the summit of La Peña de Francia mountain range. Each year the trip 
offers something unique to the group and for 2016 & 2017, we were in 
Salamanca during a major feast day on the 8th September - Feast of 'La Virgen 
de la Vega' (which is the Feast of Our Lady's Birthday). These festivities 
included concerts in the Plaza, food and drink stalls in the streets, processions 
and fireworks. 

We learn about St James and the 
Camino de Santiago (the way of St 
James) which is a network of pilgrim 
routes from all over Europe coming 
together at the tomb of St James the 
Apostle in the Cathedral of Santiago 
de Compostela in the North West of 
Spain. The pupils enjoyed walking a 
section of the Camino.  

St Theresa experienced many visions and mystical ecstasies, the most famous 
being the ‘transverberation of the heart’ a moment of great discomfort and 
ecstasy – ‘an angel appeared thrusting a spear of fire into her heart and left her 
all on fire with a great love of God’ 



WhithornWhithorn  

Mass at St Ninian’s Cave, Whithorn. 

In 397AD St Ninian arrived back in Scotland from Rome where he had been 
appointed Bishop of Galloway. He arrived at a safe stretch of water on the 
Solway Firth near what we know as Whithorn. Tradition tells us that when he 
needed quiet time to pray, Ninian would travel along the coast a few miles and 
spend time in a small cave. For over 1000 years this cave and the town of 
Whithorn has been a centre of pilgrimage for many pilgrims including Kings of 
Scotland. 

Since our School opened in 1984, we have made a pilgrimage each year (except 
one year)  of pupils or families or both to follow in the footsteps of our Patron. 
The one year omitted was in 2003 when access through the farm land was 
closed because of BSE. 

As always the highlight of or pilgrimage for the staff and 50 pupils was the 
celebration of Mass at St Ninian’s Cave. 



“Our school is very lucky to have such 
strong connections with the Salesian 
sisters. Sr Bernadette and Sr Gill from the 
UR Space Project come in to school 
regularly to run retreats, and can often be 
seen at morning Mass during the week.  

I have also been away to national events 
with the sisters – the Make Some Noise 
event in Bolton in September 2017, and 
the Embrace Liverpool event in November 
2017. On both retreats I have greatly 
enjoyed myself, learned a lot and made 
new friends (and strengthened older 
friendships). Make Some Noise was held 
at Thornleigh Salesian College, and we 
spent time praying, singing and having fun 
with around 350 other young people from across the UK. For the Embrace event in 
November we stayed in the Salesians’ provincial house in Blundellsands, and the event 
itself was held in Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral. This year’s theme was “CALLED”, and 
we heard great witnesses of faith from Ros Powell and Maximilian Ford, who had both felt 
God’s call in their lives.  

We also saw various performances from 
RISE theatre group, and there were 
workshops and stalls we could visit 
during the day. At both events I was 
overwhelmed by the strength of these 
young people’s faith. We often hear of 
how the young are falling away from the 
Church, and yet here they were in their 
hundreds proving the exact opposite. It 
was beautiful and heartening to witness 
and serves as a reminder that the 
Catholic Church is still very much alive 
with the young people of today.” 

Anna Gallagher 6a4 
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“Throughout my school career I have served 
as a Sacristan in the school’s Oratory. 
Currently I am the head of our team of 7, 
and we are primarily responsible for setting 
up the Oratory for Mass each morning.  

I ensure everything the priest needs is 
present on the altar and also hand out any 
hymn booklets or missalettes. In addition to 
this I organise the Altar Servers rota and 
occasionally read. I am also now an 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, 
which is a great honour and is a service I am 
proud to undertake.  

Being a Sacristan is so rewarding and has 
helped me to learn more about my faith and develop it further. My faith 
has always been very important to me, so being a Sacristan and being 
able to both serve my faith and learn about it at the same time is a 
unique and treasured opportunity. Having this deeper understanding of 
how the Mass works helps to make it even more special.” Anna Gallagher 

6a4 
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 Pupils from 2.6 show a few handful of the 
 baby items brought in to support Cardinal 
 Winning’s Pro Live Initiative. 
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The SCIAF Group continue to meet each 

Wednesday to make their plans to promote the 

work of SCIAF. In school, the group work to 

raise awareness of the problems of the 

Developing World and importantly what we 

can do to help change the World. At this year’s 

School Christmas Fayre the Group sold ‘Real 

Gift’s  and raised over £400. 

In November 2017, we were honoured 

to be involved in the Profession of Final 

Vows by Sr Gill as as Salesian Sister. Sr 

Gill is well known to pupils especially 

for her work with retreats.  

Sr Gill is photographed with the UR 

Space Salesian Team, Monsignor 

Monaghan and some pupils. 

Each Year on the Feast St Andrew of Scot-

land we launch our Christmas Charity Ap-

peal which brings much activity throughout 

the different Year Groups.  

First and Second Year responded enthusias-

tically to support Cardinal Winning’s Pro 

Life Initiative, Third Year brought in Back 

Packs for Mary’s Meals and Fourth, Fifth 

and Sixth Year supported the appeal for a 

local food bank.  All these were in addition 

to a myriad of projects organised by indi-

vidual pupils and teachers. 
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 Deum Diligere Eique Servire- Love God, Serve God  

 Our school motto is ‘Love God, Serve God’ 

and this is very much at the heart of 

everything we do.  It is on this strong 

foundation of faith and love that we are 

building.  

 Our Pupil Council  

Our newly established Pupil Council, P6 

Leadership Team and school community 

have worked hard to create our St Clare’s 

Vision, Values and Aims. Our faith has been a 

strong focus when creating this and is at the 

heart of everything we do  

VALUES  

FAITH , RESPECT, LOVE, FAIRNESS, HONESTY, FRIENDSHIP  

Celebrating Our Faith  

Throughout the year we have come together 

as a school community to celebrate our faith 

through liturgical celebrations, opportunities 

for prayer and reflection and for faith inspired 

community service.  

These pictures were taken at our first school 

Mass which was celebrated by Bishop John 

Keenan and Monsignor Monaghan. It was a 

very special occasion as it was the first time 

our school community came together to 

celebrate our faith and love in God through liturgy.  



Saint Clare’s PrimarySaint Clare’s Primary   

 Our Official School Opening  

Bishop John Keenan and Chief Rabbi 

Mirvis joined us to celebrate the official 

opening of our Joint Faith Campus. This 

was a very special event where both 

school choirs joined together to perform.  

 Our First Christmas at St Clare’s  

Love God, Serve God  

Our motto is the foundation on which we 

build. The hope, peace and joy felt by Jesus' 

birth is still shared by millions of people 

across the world. It helps us to see that we 

are never alone and it gives us the most 

important Christmas gift of all. The gift of 

LOVE.  

Advent started off with a wonderful 

assembly from Primary 4 about hope, this 

was followed by Primary 5 with their 

thought provoking assembly about peace. 

Finally, Primary 6 touched our hearts with 

their assembly about love and joy.  
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Primary 1 wowed with their amazing 

Christmas show, 'Woops a Daisy Angel' 

and Primary 2 and 3 showed great 

confidence presenting the story of the 

Nativity . We experienced a truly happy 

and holy first Christmas at St Clare’s!  

Serving the Common Good  

We ask our children to do as Jesus asked 

and ‘love our neighbour as ourselves.’  

In our classrooms, through charity work 

and during prayers and liturgies we ask 

our pupils to think of others and to put 

Jesus Christ at the centre of all that they 

do.  

During Advent, one of our parents came 

to speak about homelessness and the 

work of The Simon Community.  

 

Throughout Advent, the children 

brought in donations to help others and 

placed them under our Christmas tree.  
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Our School Patron Saint  

We have been learning about St 

Clare of Assisi. She loved and 

served God through her work to 

help and support the poor.  

The Pope Francis Faith Award  

Primary 6 have been learning 

about The Gifts of The Holy Spirit 

and have started working towards 

achieving the Pope Francis Faith 

Award. Our P6 Leadership Team 

use their gifts daily to care and 

support others in our school.  



Centenary 1918Centenary 1918——20182018  

One hundred years ago, through the 1918 Education Act of Scotland, Catholic Schools 

in Scotland were brought into the State System. This brought many challenges for Cath-

olic Schools but also brought many, many opportunities for Catholic Schools to flourish 

and to bring great benefits to their pupils and to the local and national community in 

Scotland.  Throughout 2018 the Catholic Community and Scotland will celebrate all 

that Catholic Schools have achieved since 1918.  The Scottish Catholic Education Ser-

vice commissioned a special icon for the Centenary, Jesus Our Teacher, which illustrates 

the history of the Church in Scotland and the ethos of Catholic Schools. 

The motto for this Centenary Celebration Year will be : 

Catholic Schools, Good For Scotland. 


