
Why Study Geography?
• Course content/timelines

• E’s and O’s

• Forms of assessment

• Skills developed
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Health and Wellbeing

A Curriculum for Excellence

- a coherent, more flexible 
and enriched curriculum 
from 3 to 18.

Numeracy

Literacy

…and for Geographers  –
Social Studies , People 
and Place



Do students’ knowledge and understanding of geography develop as they move 
through their school career?  

S1- Risky Places – Natural Hazards

GEOGRAPHICAL ISSUE - MIGRATION

Earthquakes – Haiti

Formative assessment 
Classifying information e.g
human and physical impacts of 
earthquakes 

Summative assessment
End of rotation test 



Do students’ knowledge and understanding of geography develop as they move 
through their school career?  

GEOGRAPHICAL ISSUE - MIGRATION

S2 Brazil Unit – Focus is on Rural to 
Urban Migration

Increased level of challenge

Idea of local, national and 
international

Introducing more complex issues-
inequality



Do students’ knowledge and understanding of geography develop as they move 
through their school career?  

GEOGRAPHICAL ISSUE - MIGRATION

National 4 and 5

Increased level of challenge

Introducing controversial issues
Challenging stereotypical views 

Encouraging young people to 
understand geographical issues 
from different viewpoints.

To stimulate discussion and 
friendly debate!



GEOGRAPHICAL SKILLS

S1- MAPPING

Progression from Primary -

Using an Atlas, interpreting keys etc.

Introducing thematic maps

Can students use geographical skills in more complex and precise ways?



GEOGRAPHICAL SKILLS

S2 –Ordinance Survey Maps and 
Geographic Information Systems –
street view, google earth, local 
area maps showing areas at risk 
from flooding  etc.

National 4 and 5 – Land-use maps 
today in Glasgow!
Reading and understanding contour 
lines – map features
6 figure grid references - hugely 
beneficial to many doing Duke of 
Edinburgh

Can students use geographical skills in more complex and precise ways?




