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PROFILE OF LANGUAGE AND LITERACY DEVELOPMENT:
BIRTH TO 5 YEARS
Child’s name





Date completed



Profile completed by 




Key:  (   - skill achieved/observed

         X  - skill not achieved/observed

         ... -  skill developing/can do with support
RECEPTIVE LANGUAGE SKILLS

	Birth – 6 months
	Skill/Behaviour
	
	

	
	Startled by sudden loud noises
	
	

	
	Quietens/stops crying at sound of a familiar friendly voice
	
	

	
	Turns eyes towards sounds/person talking/singing
	
	

	
	Makes pleasant sounds or stops crying when hears music
	
	

	
	Appears to recognise own name and responds to it
	
	

	
	Responds appropriately to friendly and angry tones
	
	

	6 months – 12 months
	Understands ‘no’ and ‘bye bye’
	
	

	
	Responds when called by name e.g. by stopping activity, by making a sound
	
	

	
	Responds to action games and songs
	
	

	
	Looks to source of sound e.g. telephone, car
	
	

	
	Responds appropriately to simple words/phrases e.g. up, bye bye, clap hands
	
	

	
	Listens to conversations between others
	
	

	
	Responds to music by moving body or hands
	
	

	
	Will sit with adult and look at pictures in a book for a short time
	
	


PROFILE OF LANGUAGE AND LITERACY DEVELOPMENT:
BIRTH TO 5 YEARS

Child’s name





Date completed



Profile completed by 




Key:  (  - skill achieved/observed

        X  - skill not achieved/observed

        ... -  skill developing/can do with support
RECEPTIVE LANGUAGE SKILLS

	12 months – 18 months
	Skill/Behaviour
	
	

	
	Listens and enjoys rhymes and jingles with an adult
	
	

	
	Understands some new words each week
	
	

	
	Shows understanding of everyday instructions in familiar situations (e.g. give….. the spoon)
	
	

	
	Looks at/points to familiar people or toys when asked
	
	

	
	Can point to at least 2 named body parts
	
	

	
	Responds appropriately to simple questions (e.g. What’s that?)
	
	

	
	Obeys simple instructions (e.g. get the book)
	
	

	
	Listens to and joins in action/nursery rhymes
	
	

	
	Can find 2 named objects from a group of 4 (e.g. give me the cup and the spoon)
	
	

	18 months – 24 months
	Can point to some body parts and items of clothing in a picture or a doll
	
	

	
	Can point to common objects
	
	

	
	Enjoys listening to nursery rhymes read from a picture book and will join in
	
	

	
	Follows 2 or 3 related ideas in context (e.g. its time for snack.  Come and sit down.)
	
	

	
	Makes a choice from 2 or 3 e.g. ‘Do you want milk or water?’ Would you like teddy or dolly?’
	
	

	
	Listens to short stories or discussions about pictures
	
	

	
	Understands and follows simple instructions (e.g. put teddy on the chair.  Fetch your jacket)
	
	

	
	Listens to other children talking during play.
	
	

	
	Shows understanding of verbs using action pictures (e.g. running, eating)
	
	

	
	Dances and ‘sings’ to music
	
	


RECEPTIVE LANGUAGE 

	2 years – 3 years
	In play recognises 10 + animals/objects by sound e.g. woof woof, tick tock
	
	

	
	Understands at least 15 verbs (e.g. Can you jump?; What do you cut with/sit on?)
	
	

	
	Joins in songs and rhymes with actions and words
	
	

	
	Understands ‘wh’ questions (e.g. What’s that? Where? Who?)
	
	

	
	Understands some adjectives e.g. big, wet, hot (Can you do big/little jumps?)
	
	

	
	Shows understanding of functions of objects, using pictures (e.g. which one do we drink from/draw with?)
	
	

	
	Understands in, on, down, up, under when following instructions without visual cues.
	
	

	
	Follows a two step command without visual cues (e.g. brush the dolls hair)
	
	

	
	Follows and responds to extended talk with adult about pictures/book
	
	

	
	Understands talk about people/events not present (e.g. mummy’s gone shopping)
	
	

	3 years – 4 years
	Knows 10 + action songs/rhymes by heart; can fill in missing words
	
	

	
	Does actions at right time during singing and word games
	
	

	
	Follows a command with 2 instructions (4 ideas) (e.g. get your shoes and sit on the chair)
	
	

	
	Fetches 3 objects at a time when asked
	
	

	
	Points to details in pictures (e.g. Where’s the dog’s tail?)
	
	

	
	Understands ‘What’s that for? When? and why?’
	
	

	
	During discussion of recent events, demonstrates understanding by commenting or responding to questions
	
	

	
	Demonstrates understanding of simple stories with pictures (10 -12 children in a group)
	
	

	
	Understands talk about future events e.g. we’ll go shopping after lunch
	
	

	
	Understands simple negatives (e.g. which girl has no shoes? Which one is not a spoon?)
	
	

	
	Understands behind, by, near, over, in front of, another when following instructions without visual cues.
	
	

	
	Likes to hear familiar stories again and again
	
	

	
	Knows that marks (i.e. letters, numbers) have meaning 
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Key:  (  - skill achieved/observed

        X  - skill not achieved/observed

        ... -  skill developing/can do with support
RECEPTIVE LANGUAGE

	4 years – 5 years
	Listens to and contributes to talk about current play/work with adults and/or other children
	
	

	
	Follows instructions to carry out an activity step by step without visual cues (e.g. to make playdough, mix paints)
	
	

	
	Demonstrates understanding of a story told to a large group of children by commenting/answering questions
	
	

	
	Listens to descriptions of animals/objects and can name them correctly
	
	

	
	Understands when? why? And how? questions
	
	

	
	Understands complex questions (e.g. what do you think will happen next? What will happen if? – abstract)
	
	

	
	Joins in memory games e.g. ‘I went shopping and I bought…’ (remembers 3 – 5 items)
	
	

	
	Can clap out rhythm in a word/phrase e.g. e/le/phant or bread/and/but/ter
	
	

	
	Has some understanding of rhyming – can fill in missing words in familiar rhymes
	
	

	
	Can play ‘I spy’using group objects and/or pictures
	
	

	
	Understands negatives in complex sentence statements (e.g. Which one is neither for eating nor for drinking?)
	
	

	
	Follows a command with three instructions (6 ideas) e.g. before you give the cup to mummy, put the spoon on the floor and give me the doll.
	
	

	
	Recognises some letters and/or own name when written
	
	

	
	Recognises familiar written words in books or signs (e.g. STOP sign)
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Key:  ( - skill achieved/observed

        X  - skill not achieved/observed

        ... -  skill developing/can do with support

EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE SKILLS

	Birth – 6 months
	Skill/Behaviour
	
	

	
	Smiles at familiar adult
	
	

	
	Makes 2 or more different sounds other than crying
	
	

	
	Chuckles and makes other sounds of pleasure when played with by an adult
	
	

	
	Cries when uncomfortable or annoyed
	
	

	
	Babbles (monosyllabic) repeating sounds (e.g. mm mm, ba ba, goo goo)
	
	

	
	Has ‘special’ cry for hunger understood by carer
	
	

	6 months – 12 months
	Imitates sounds made by adult
	
	

	
	Babbles tunefully in strings (e.g. ma-ma-ma)
	
	

	
	Makes some meaningful gestures (e.g. shakes head for no, waves bye bye)
	
	

	
	Shows what she/he wants through reaching or pointing
	
	

	
	Copies adult sounds
	
	

	
	Makes sounds which adult recognises as words (e.g. da – da for daddy)
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EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE

	12 months – 18 months
	Demands food/toys using sounds as well as gestures and pointing
	
	

	
	Uses 1 or 2 recognisable words regularly
	
	

	
	Talks to toys and people with a few recognisable words appearing in babbled ‘sentences’
	
	

	
	Will call adult’s attention to a toy/object (e.g. points to his shoes and looks at adult awaiting comment)
	
	

	
	Asks for speech-action games/rhymes using sounds and gestures
	
	

	
	Says ‘no’ purposefully
	
	

	
	Indicates needs/interests using single words as well as sounds/gestures (e.g. ‘up’, ‘drink’)
	
	

	
	Repeats key words in sentences addressed to him/her
	
	

	
	Enjoys nursery rhymes/songs and joins in saying words or singing
	
	

	
	Says between 6 and 12 words regularly
	
	

	
	Names a few simple pictures in a book when asked ‘What’s this/that?’
	
	

	
	Steady increase in the number of words spoken including nouns (e.g. dog), verbs (e.g. sleep) and prepositions (e.g. up).
	
	

	18 months – 24 months
	Pulls, tugs adult to come and look at something
	
	

	
	Says more single words each week (20+ altogether) with generalisations e.g. car for all vehicles
	
	

	
	Starting to put words together (e.g. mummy come, go sleep)
	
	

	
	Tries to tell what has happened using ‘own’ words and some recognisable words
	
	

	
	Beginning to use pronouns (me, you)
	
	

	
	Beginning to demand attention by asking questions (e.g. ‘What’s this?’)
	
	

	
	Uses 30 + recognisable words including some verbs (e.g. want, jump)
	
	

	
	Puts two words together more frequently (e.g. Where’s daddy, big ball)
	
	

	
	Joins in songs/nursery rhymes with words
	
	

	
	Asks for things by name (e.g. milk, cake)
	
	

	
	Answers questions with yes or no appropriately
	
	

	
	Can imitate new words clearly
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EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE
	2 years – 3 years
	Indicates needs and wants by words and gestures
	
	

	
	Will chat with a familiar adult
	
	

	
	Comments on things/actions to other children
	
	

	
	Talks to self when playing
	
	

	
	Actively seeks interaction with familiar adult
	
	

	
	Uses a few adjectives (e.g. big, dirty, hot)
	
	

	
	Asks questions e.g. What’s this? Where’s …? What are you doing?
	
	

	
	Expresses feelings by gestures and words
	
	

	
	Can describe an event that has already happened
	
	

	
	Initiates conversations with familiar people
	
	

	
	Has difficulty waiting for turn to speak in group situations
	
	

	
	Improved pronunciation – most speech understood by unfamiliar adults
	
	

	3 years – 4 years
	Expresses needs and wants using phrases and sentences
	
	

	
	Can hold a conversation with an adult (minimum of 4 exchanges)
	
	

	
	Talks about pictures/stories and can link them to own experience
	
	

	
	Tells others what to do (e.g. don’t do that!  Give it to me!)
	
	

	
	Talks regularly to other children
	
	

	
	Uses some prepositions such as in, on, up, down, under
	
	

	
	Asks questions e.g. who? What’s that for? When?
	
	

	
	Can talk about recent past experiences
	
	

	
	Talks about things which are going to happen (e.g. I’m going to…)
	
	

	
	Uses pronouns more accurately (e.g. me, you, him, her)
	
	

	
	Uses conjunctions (e.g. and, but)
	
	

	
	Constructs sentences of 5 + words
	
	

	
	Enjoys repeating simple rhymes, playing with the patterns and sounds of language
	
	

	
	Can retell familiar events or stories in own words
	
	

	
	Beginning to mark-make/imitate adult writing during pretend play
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Key:  (  - skill achieved/observed

        X  - skill not achieved/observed

        ... -  skill developing/can do with support

EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE

	4 years – 5 years
	When playing, acts and talks as different characters
	
	

	
	Can describe recent experiences in reasonable order (may need some prompts)
	
	

	
	In a small group of children can help to tell/retell a very familiar short story
	
	

	
	Talks about feelings of characters in stories (e.g. angry, happy, scared)
	
	

	
	Can initiate and maintain a conversation by asking questions such as how? Why? How many?
	
	

	
	Can sequence 2 – 4 pictures/.photographs logically and talk about the story
	
	

	
	Can use language to describe objects/plants/animals/etc with a minimum of three attributes
	
	

	
	Can say what will happen next in familiar situations e.g. routines, stories
	
	

	
	Can explain how he/she made something e.g. cake, model, etc
	
	

	
	Becoming more aware of using volume, tone and inflection in spoken language
	
	

	
	Developing awareness of when to talk and listen in different situations
	
	

	
	Able to give complex explanations (6 + words) to abstract questions (e.g. why is the mouse running away from the cat?)
	
	

	
	Can copy own name in large, irregular letters
	
	

	
	Attempts to write some letters and/or print own name
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