St Joseph’s Primary

Auditory Memory Passages
Once the child is able to remember four items in sequence in Auditory Memory Games, it is likely that he or she will be able to cope with most of the memory demands made in general classroom instructions. Few adults will use sentences of more than four key words when addressing children.

However, a familiar classroom scenario may pose difficulties for the child with poor short term auditory memory is ‘story time’.  The child may, for example, be read several pages of a story and then be expected to recall facts from the story when answering questions afterwards.
The following short passages with corresponding questions aim to help bridge this gap.  The passages are graded into three levels with regard to length of passage and complexity of question.  They follow the same topics as the earlier auditory memory games so that some of the vocabulary is familiar.
Level 1 questions are mostly concrete in nature, with the answer to be found in the text. Abstract questions, calling for some degree of deduction, are introduced only in the final passage.  (AM15 Wardrobe).

Level 2 questions are mostly concrete, but each passage has at last one abstract question.

All but one Level 3 questions are abstract and may prove to be very difficult for some children.
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               and the number of each type of question is shown with the symbols on the card.

Method

· Let the child choose a topic from Level 1 (I Making Soup, Fruit Salad, Shopping or Wardrobe).

· Read the passage aloud twice, pausing briefly between each sentence to give the child time to process what you have said, then ask the questions which follow.

· Work through Level 1 [passages until you are satisfied that the child can cope with the memory demands, then repeat the process for Level 2 passages and so on.


If you feel that the child requires more work at any of these levels, use passages of similar lengths from his or her own books and ask similar questions to the ones shown here for each level.
LEVEL 1

AM14

3 

0

SHOPPING

Winston likes to push the shopping trolley in the supermarket, sometimes he runs round the shop so fast that he knocks over the baked beans.

Questions

1. Who like to push the shopping trolley?

2. Where does he push the trolley?

3. What does he sometimes knock over?

LEVEL 1

AM15

1 

2

WARDROBE

Every morning Mum opens her wardrobe to find some clothes to wear to work.  Her favourite dress is blue, but Dad likes the red one better.


Questions

1. Where does Mum go every day?

2. Who likes the blue dress best?

3. What colour of dress does dad like best?

LEVEL 1

AM12

3

0

MAKING SOUP
Ben’s Grandma is in the kitchen making vegetable soup.  She uses one onion, two carrots and lots of mushrooms.

Questions

1. What is Grandma making?

2. Where is Ben’s Grandma?

3. What vegetable does she use lots of?

LEVEL 1

AM13

3

0

FRUIT SALAD

Alan loves fruit salad with vanilla ice cream.  The fruit salad is made from strawberries, bananas and red apples.

Questions

1. What does Alan like with his fruit salad?

2. What colour apple is in the fruit salad?

3. What other fruits does he have in his 

    fruit salad?

LEVEL 2

AM16

3

1

THE CAR PARK

On Saturday a huge lorry came and parked next to our car in the car park.  The lorry drove too close to the car and knocked off our wing mirror.  Dad was cross at first, but he lorry driver came over and said he was sorry.  He gave Dad £10 to have it fixed.

Questions
1. What day did the accident happen?

2. Where did the accident happen?

3. Whose fault was it?

4. How much money did the lorry driver 

    give to Dad?

LEVEL 2

AM17

3

1

THE ZOO

Mrs Mario’s class went to the zoo for their school trip this year.  They went on the coach which left school at 8 o’clock in the morning.  Mrs Mario asked the children not to feed the animals, but a monkey grabbed a little girl’s sandwich and started eating it.  Mrs Mario told the little girl off.

Questions


1. What was the teacher’s name?


2. How did they get to the zoo?


3. What time did the coach leave school?

4. Why did Mrs Mario tell one little girl off?

LEVEL 2

AM18

2

2

THE FARMYARD

In the summer holidays Jenny spends time on her uncle’s farm.  He keeps pigs on the farm which smells terrible!  When jenny goes to feed the pigs she wears a peg on her nose.  She calls it her pig pong peg!

 Questions


1. When does Jenny stay on the farm?

2. Whose farm is it?

3. What is the worst thing about the pigs?

4. Why does Jenny wear a peg on her nose?

LEVEL 2

AM19

2

2

PACKING FOR A HOLIDAY

Tracy helped Mum and Dad to pack the suitcase when they went on holiday to France.  Dad said the weather would be really hot, so pack some sun lotion.  Tracy thought it would be a good idea to pack some sunglasses too.  When they had finished packing the suitcase Tracy had to sit on it to make it shut properly.

Questions
1. Where were Tracy and her Mum and Dad 

    going on holiday?

2. What did Dad say the weather would be 

    like?

3. Why did Tracy need sun lotion?

4. Why did Tracy have to sit on the suitcase?

LEVEL 3

AM20

1
4
WASHING CLOTHES 

Every Thursday night Andy plays football at school.  Last week he brought home his kit and left it on the kitchen floor as usual.  After tea Mum picked up his kit and took out the clothes – shorts, socks and T-shirt.  “It’s lucky I’ve got a washing machine!” she said crossly.
Questions
1. When does Andy play football?

2. Does he always leave his kit in the 

    same place?

3. When did Mum decide to do the washing?


4. Why did Mum say “It’s lucky I’ve got a 

    washing machine!”?

5. Was Mum pleased when she saw Andy’s 

    football kit?

LEVEL 3

AM21

0

5

BAKING A CAKE 

Hanif’s grandmother was 65 last week so he decided to bake her a cake.  As well as the ingredients he needed a spoon and a cake tin.  The cake tin was kept at the top of a very tall cupboard so he had to ask his sister Anum to help.  It took them half an hour to make the cake and nearly as long to put all the candles on!
Questions
1. Why was Hanif baking a cake?

2. Do you think Anum is Hanif’s older 

    sister or younger sister? – Why?


3. Why is it a good idea to let someone 

    older help you bake?

4. How many candles do you think they 

    put on the cake?


5. Was putting the candles on the cake a 

    quick job?

LEVEL 3

AM22

0

5

WITCHES’ BREW 

Worzelina was the world’s ugliest witch.  She had two pointed black teeth and had warts all over her face.  One day she decided to make a special potion to make her beautiful.  She found some fish bones, spider’s web and snakeskin and crushed them all together in her cauldron until they formed a thick green paste.  Then she spread the past all over her face and left it to dry.  The trouble was it dries as hard as rock, so she had green paste on her face forever!

Questions
1. Did Worzelina like being ugly?

2. How did she think she would make 

    herself beautiful?

3. What was the potion made of?

4. What happened to the paste when 

    she left it to dry?

5. Did her spell work?

LEVEL 3

AM23

0

5

FURNITURE REMOVAL 

Slippery Sid and Feddy Fingers ran a furniture removal company for people moving to new homes.  Last week they were called out to a huge mansion and had to move an expensive wardrobe down a spiral staircase.  “Please be careful with it” pleaded the lady of the house.  Just when they were half way down the stairs, Slippery Sid had a terrible itch on the end of his nose.  He let go of the wardrobe and it crashed down the stairs.  “Now I know why they call you Slippery Sid!” exclaimed the lady. 
Questions


1. Why do you think Sid was called 
    “Slippery Sid”?


2. Do you think it was a small house?

3. Why do you think the lady so worried 
    about the wardrobe?

4. What made Slippery Sid let go of the 

    wardrobe?

5. What do you think the lady should say next?




















































































































































































































































