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Friday September 10 2021 
 
Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
It was a delight to watch our P6 Play Leaders embracing their new roles and leading play sessions for our 
younger children in the playground. Parachute fun, team games and even some hurdling all proved to be 
extremely popular. In addition I was extremely impressed with 2 P5 boys who took the time to play football 
with our P1s, coaching their skills and having fun whilst demonstrating care and patience. These opportunities 
benefit everyone involved and sadly our reliance on ‘bubbles’ last year meant these were opportunities we 
were not able to provide.  
 
You will no doubt be aware that I have had to issue several of NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde Public Health’s 
‘Warn and Inform’ letters over the course of the week. Watching the children all playing their part yesterday 
and learning from each other reinforced my determination that we must not go back to our ‘bubbles’. It is 
imperative that we all continue to do our bit and, whilst enjoying new found freedoms to an extent, putting 
our children’s education at the very top of our collective priority list. For our parents/ carers, it is about 
caution and vigilance. If you are unsure as to whether your child should be attending school, please do get in 
touch. The current guidance has changed immeasurably since June and it is often hard (believe me, I know!) 
to keep up. I may not know all the answers off the bat, but I am always more than happy to check up. 
Meanwhile observing the established mitigations in all school grounds (here I go again- face coverings at all 
times, 1 parent/ carer only involved in drop-off and pick-up, social distancing amongst adults) can only serve 
to help. I am extremely grateful for those people who continue to put our children first and demonstrate 
their own personal responsibility. 
 
House Elections 
 
Our Primary 7s have spent the week finalising their House Captain election campaigns, preparing the required 
elements of a campaign poster, manifesto leaflet and a short speech. I am delighted that we have 15 candidates 
who have put themselves forward across our four houses; Blair, Culzean, Eilean Donan and Stirling. They have 
embraced the democratic process and, if the effort they have put into their campaigns is anything to go by, 
they would all be worthy winners. Voting will take place next week on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and 
our new House Captains and Vice-Captains will be announced next Friday. 
 
Parents’ Portal 
 
Mrs Fraser recently issued you with information around the new Parents’ Portal system. This system allows us 
to ensure that the contact information we hold for you remains up-to-date and will be an important way of 
booking parent consultation appointments and making certain payments in the future. If you have not yet 
registered on Parents’ Portal, I would be grateful if you could do so by Friday 17 September. If you have any 
queries, please refer to the information previously sent by Mrs Fraser or get in touch with her via our school 
office. 
 
 
 
 



 
MUGA 
 
Our Multi-Use Games Area is a fantastic resource for our school and should also be a fantastic resource for 
the wider community. Community lets for the MUGA can be made by contacting East Renfrewshire 
Council’s Letting Team. 
 
Where possible, however, I have tried to ensure that our MUGA remains open for use by local children, even 
where a community let has not been made. It has been with great sadness therefore that we have noted an 
escalation in vandalism and wilful damage in and around the MUGA often spilling out into our playground.  
Our Janitor, Linda, and our Janitor-Cleaners, Laura and Tracy work tirelessly for the school (particularly given 
the challenges of the enhanced cleaning schedules we currently have) and yet are spending increasing time 
first thing in the morning and at the end of the day clearing up and repairing the damage that has been done. 
On two occasions this week we have had to lock the MUGA to ensure it would be in a fit state for 2 groups 
who had actually booked community lets. Regrettably, Tracy was subjected to a volley of abuse and 
inappropriate language from local children, some of whom are known to us. Late afternoon/ early evening 
on Wednesday, just before a community let was about to begin, a group of local children attempted to break 
into and enter the MUGA causing significant damage to the gates. 
 
Coupled with the graffiti, constant litter, branches being pulled from trees etc., I am sure you can understand 
why our facilities staff are feeling at the end of their tether. 
 
All of this behaviour has been captured clearly on CCTV. 
 
My priority is to ensure the MUGA (and our playground) is a safe and enjoyable facility for the children of 
the school during the day. I would love for it also to be a well-used community facility beyond the school 
day and not just for organised community lets. This can only happen however if our community take 
responsibility for how it is being used and how the local children of the area respect and appreciate the facility 
they have in their midst. As community members and parents, I would urge you support us by doing what 
you can to ensure that MUGA is supervised and cared for out of school hours in the same way that we try to 
do during the school day. Your help in this matter would be greatly valued and would obviously go a long 
way to benefitting all the children of the local area. 
 
Lost Property 
 
We have lots of lost property gathering in boxes at our main entrance. I am going to start bringing the boxes 
out to the MUGA at 3 pm (weather permitting), so as long as you can still keep an appropriate social 
distance, feel free to have a good rummage. 
 
As always, the 3 most important things about school clothing are name labels, name labels and name labels! 
 
Diary 
 
Friday September 24 and Monday September 27- September Weekend holiday 
Monday October 4- NHS Flu Immunisation Programme 
Tuesday October 5 and Thursday October 7- Parent Consultation Meetings (possibly by telephone- tbc) 
Friday October 8- School closes for October Week holiday at 3pm/ Nursery Class remains open to 6pm 
Monday October 18- In-service day 
Tuesday October 19- Children return 
Friday October 29- Hallowe’en Fun Day (more details to follow) 
 
Please have a great weekend! 
 
Take care, 
 
Alasdair McDonald 



Head Teacher 


