
                                                Maidenhill Primary School                                                                                   
 

Head Teacher’s Bulletin 

                                                           
 
 
 
Friday March 5 2021 
 
Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
It was great to get that confirmation on Tuesday that our stoic P4-7s will finally re-join us on Monday 15th 
March. They have done an amazing job over the last 9 weeks (as have you!), fully embracing their remote 
learning and engaging with some very new ways of communicating with each other and their teachers. The 
last few weeks (and indeed, the last year) have been a steep learning curve for all of us in many different ways. 
Some of the new skills and new ways of learning we have developed have widened our toolkit and will be 
instrumental in how we take learning forward in the coming years. Nonetheless, I think we can all agree that 
nothing beats face-to- face, in-school interaction and it will be great to have that opportunity to interact 
with our older children in that way again. Exciting times! I have attached a letter from our Director of 
Education about Phase 2 of the return to school. 
 
Personal responsibility and mitigations remain key and I am sure you are as eager as I am to prioritise our 
children’s education and ability to interact with each other above all else. Our P4-7 return will therefore 
mean some changes in our normal routines, certainly for the 3 weeks running up to the Spring Break. At this 
point, there are no plans to stagger start or finish times for the school day. The logistics and locations for 
pick-up and drop-off may need to change however and I will write to you next week with any further details. 
 
Parent Consultation Meetings P1-7 
 
Our last Parent Consultation Meetings in September seem like a lifetime away and I know you will be eager to 
chat to teachers about your child’s/ children’s progress. Following the relative success of the September 
meetings (and don’t forget pretty much everything is relative at the moment) we are again keeping it ‘old 
school’ and will be using our landline phones to make contact with you. 
 
Conversations will last for 10 minutes and are scheduled to take place on Wednesday March 24 (P1, P4, 
P2alpha, P2bravo) or Thursday March 25 (P1- Miss Livingstone only, P3, P4, P5, P6, P7). For your 
convenience, appointment times will run from 3.30 pm right through to 9 pm. Please note that Miss 
Livingstone and Miss Waddell will have some appointment times available on both evenings.  
 
In order to access our online booking system (from 5 pm this evening until 5pm on Thursday March 18) 
please follow the link below: 
 
https://maidenhill.schoolcloud.co.uk/ 
 
In the message box please leave your 1 preferred contact number. It is essential that you indicate your number 
of choice here- this is the only number on which we will try to contact you for these meetings. 
 
If the dates above are not possible at all for you, please get in touch and we will endeavour to set up a 10 
minute chat at the start of the summer term. 
 
I have attached a parents’ guide to the online booking system. 
 

https://maidenhill.schoolcloud.co.uk/


Details for Nursery Class Parent Consultation Meetings will follow later in the session. 
 
World Book Day 
 
It was great to see the range of activities taking place across the nursery class, school and online to celebrate 
World Book Day- we have come a long way from the days when World Book Day simply meant dressing up 
as Batman! We have been very clear from the earliest days at Maidenhill that the joy of reading, as opposed to 
its simple functionality, is central to how we endeavour to unlock a love of life-long learning.  
 
The Nursery Class had great fun using interactive Flipcharts to create their own fairy tales and even started 
writing their own books.  
 
Primary 1 went on a fairy tale story trail in the playground meeting the 3 little pigs, the witch from Hansel 
and Gretel and finding the magic beans from Jack and the Beanstalk. They then made up their own ending. 
After reading ‘Supertato’, the children made wanted posters for the evil pea and retold the story to their 
friends. They also became reading detectives to see if they could find different characters in their books. 
 
P2alpha shared their favourite stories with each other (….and OK, there was a bit of dressing up too!)  
 
P2 bravo set up their own film studio to help them develop their storytelling skills.  
 
P3 made their own ‘Monster in My Book’ inspired by Tom Fletcher and created their own illustration book 
inspired by Corrina Campbell (.. not only that- they also managed to fit in being the Sumdog daily winners as 
well!)  
 
P4 engaged in author podcasts, an ‘at home’ book scavenger hunt, finding ‘wacky’ places to be caught 
reading, a whole class book quiz and created their own crosswords/word searches on a book they have read.  
 
Earlier this week, Primary 5 recorded themselves playing the different characters in a ‘Maidenhill Mystery’. 
This was then completed yesterday by Primary 4-7 pupils. Children had to explore a digital version of the 
school using ThingLink: speak to witnesses and make notes, look for clues and use their inference skills to 
deduce who the vandal actually was. In the ‘evidence summaries’ that were sent back, the prime suspect was 
‘Mia Markles’ (played by Lauren), who it transpired was indeed the villain! 
 
A huge thank you to all our staff for making this a special day. 
 

 
Diary 

 
Wednesday 24 March/ Thursday 25 March- Parent Consultation Meetings ii 
Thursday  1 April - school and nursery class close for Spring holiday 
Monday 19 April- school and nursery class re-open for Summer term 
Monday 3 May- May Day holiday 
Friday 28 May and Monday 31 May- May Weekend holiday 
Friday 18 June- summative report cards issued 
Friday 25 June-  Summer term ends 
 

 
Take care, 
 
Alasdair McDonald 
Head Teacher 


