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Maidenhill Nursery Class Information
Parent/ carer information session- Tuesday 4 June 2019, 5-6 pm, Fairweather Hall
Welcome to Maidenhill Nursery Class situated within the brand new Maidenhill Primary School building. We are delighted that your child is coming to Maidenhill and is joining us on this exciting new journey. We look forward to working with you over the coming months and years. Our aim is to make your child’s transition from home to nursery a happy, enjoyable time and the beginning of a successful and positive school experience. However we do recognise that this can be an anxious time for both children and parents and hope that the information contained in this pack will provide some practical advice and support as well as key information. 

At Maidenhill we aim to work closely with parents and from the outset and we would encourage you to voice any questions or concerns you may have as your child moves towards their first days of nursery. 
Contact information will be as follows:

Maidenhill Primary School

2 Maidenhill Grove
Maidenhill
Newton Mearns
G77 5GW (from August 2019 only)
Tel: tbc
schoolmail@maidenhill.e-renfrew.sch.uk (live from June 3 2019 only)
or speak to our Transitions Manager, Mrs Lesley Menzies, who can be reached on 0141 570 7440
The Nursery Class Team
The Maidenhill Primary team will work together to provide a safe and motivating learning environment for your child. The following staff will all be involved in your child’s nursery experience:
Other members of teaching staff include:
Mr Alasdair McDonald    
Head Teacher

Miss Alison Shaw
Depute Head Teacher, with line management responsibility for        the nursery class
tbc
Nursery Class Teacher
tbc
Senior Child Development Officer
tbc
Child Development Officers

tbc
Playworkers
Business Support Staff
Our Senior Business Support Assistant is Mrs Annie Fraser. She is supported by our Business Support Assistant, tbc.
Usually, your first point of contact will be the office where the staff work hard to ensure a warm, welcoming reception and that you are given all the necessary information you need. Mrs Fraser will help you with any queries but if you wish to speak to another member of staff they will pass on a message and we will aim to contact you within 24 hours. 
Nursery Class Hours

Children at Maidenhill Nursery Class will have sessions based on the ‘core hours’ or the ‘extended hours’ models.
For core hours, the sessions are:

am 8.50-12.00

pm 12.50-4.00

For extended hours, the sessions are:

am 9.00-12.00

pm 1.00-4.00

Our nursery class is open from 8am-6pm and children who are undertaking ‘extended’ hours may also be attending from 8-9, 12-1(lunch session), 4-5 or 4-6.

Contracts
Nursery contracts can be cancelled by writing to the Early Years Admissions Team within East Renfrewshire Education Department giving 4 weeks notice of the date from which you wish the contract to end.

Over the course of a year, circumstances can change so East Renfrewshire Council allows you to make changes to nursery contracts at 4 key points during the academic year: October (before the October break), December (before the Christmas break), March (before the Spring break) and June (before the Summer break). This ensures that a new contract can be drawn up for the start of each new term. Please note that it is not possible for a contract (and therefore your child’s nursery class hours) to be changed at any point during the course of a term.

The Medical Room

If your child complains of feeling unwell or has an accident, an adult will escort them to the Medical Room where first aid can be administered. In some cases we use hypo-allergenic plasters to cover wounds.  Please inform us if you do not wish us to do so.  
At Maidenhill, our policy will be to call parents if a pupil suffers a bump to the head or other more serious cuts and grazes. If you are unavailable, we will telephone your emergency contacts. It is imperative that these contact details are kept up to date. You will be given the necessary information to enable you to decide whether you should collect your child from nursery or allow him/her to carry on with his/her day.  All medical incidents dealt with by staff will be recorded.
If your child has any health issues that we are unaware of then please alert a member of the nursery team or our school office as soon as possible.
Partner Agencies

At Maidenhill we aim to work with other agencies to ensure you and your child receive the best service possible. Our partners will include:

· Psychological Services

· Community  Health

· Oral  Health 
· Bilingual Support

· Active Schools Coordinator

· Speech and Language Therapists

· Occupational Therapists

· Children and Family Services
· Care Inspectorate
· Police and Fire Services

· Family First

Parental Engagement
There are many ways in which you can become involved in the life of Maidenhill and in which you can support your child’s learning. Mr McDonald will be Parental Engagement Coordinator for the school and nursery class. Please speak to him or to any member of the nursery team if you feel you can help in any way, either with nursery events or by sharing time, skills and resources to enhance pupils’ learning experiences.
During the course of the session, we will be looking to form a Parent Forum for our nursery class. Please let Mr McDonald or a member of the nursery class team know if you are interested in becoming involved.
What does my child need to bring to nursery?

· A snack for each session, for example:

	Every day
	Occasionally
	Not recommended

	Vegetables

Fruit

Rice cakes

Small sandwich (with a healthy filling- tuna, banana, salad etc; no processed meats/ lunchables etc.)
	Cheese (whether full or reduced- fat)
Crumpet, pancake, small tea-cake

Breadsticks
	Crisps
Chocolate

Cakes

Sweets

Dried fruit


· A packed lunch, if required.

· Wellies and sandshoes.
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· A clean change of pants, socks, top and trousers to be left in a labelled canvas/ fabric bag on my peg each day.
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· Nappies and baby wipes if still required.
· A clearly labelled water bottle.

Lunchtime

Lunchtime at Maidenhill is from 12.35pm until 1.25pm. Your child may go home for lunch, bring in a packed lunch or choose to have lunch from the cafeteria in the dining hall.

P1-3 pupils are entitled to a free school lunch. The following link is updated with lunch options and information regarding school meals by ERC council:

School meals, trips and clothing - East Renfrewshire Council
If your child has a packed lunch, he/she will eat this at the designated packed lunch tables in the dining hall and be supervised by staff. As there will be no facility for refrigerating packed lunches, you may want to use a small ‘cool bag’ and ice pack. 

Children who choose a meal from the cafeteria will also dine in the dining hall at designated tables with support from staff. If you wish to take your child home for lunch, please send a short note to your child’s class teacher. Your child will be escorted to the school office to await your arrival.

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT FOODS CONTAINING NUTS ARE NOT ALLOWED IN OUR SCHOOL. Please be especially vigilant when buying snacks and preparing packed lunches, particularly in regards to cereal bars, chocolate products and chocolate spreads.

What to Wear

Children in the nursery class are free to wear their own clothes. Bearing in mind how active and messy learning can sometimes be, parents may wish to send their children in a sky blue polo shirt and a grey sweatshirt. These may be with or without the Maidenhill badge.
The Nursery Fund

A healthy Nursery Fund is invaluable in helping us to provide experiences for our children that go beyond the provision of our core devolved school finances. Sports coaches, theatre groups, workshops from external providers, excursions, parties, treats, cooking classes etc. are all the sorts of activities that benefit greatly from the support of parents/carers. Contributions to our Nursery Fund will be able to be made via ERC’s ParentPay portal (suggested contribution £2 per week/ £20 per term. Please note that you are under no obligation to contribute and that we will endeavour to ensure a wide range of experiences for all children regardless of the balance of our Nursery Fund).
Our Curriculum and Pedagogy of Learning

Learning within Maidenhill Nursery Class will be firmly routed in social constructivist approaches to child development. Children learn best when they have opportunities to actively interact with others, hypothesising, exploring, investigating and problem solving to make sense of the world around them. The most natural way for children to do this is though their play, led and directed by their natural curiosity and interests. Our staff team aim to further this learning by providing engaging stimuli and provocations; skilful interactions and questioning and targeted observations
Feeling Ready for Nursery
Children who will already be 3 can start Maidenhill Nursery Class on August 19 2019. Parents/ carers may feel that their child would benefit from a home visit that week prior to starting. This visit would be an opportunity for you and your child to meet with a key worker from the nursery class, to discuss nursery routines and procedures, to ask any questions and to share key transition information, including medical information. Some children benefit from a short settling-in period. Children can have up to 2 days where they attend part of a session with or without a parent/ carer and this can be planned for during a home visit. Please discuss home visits and settling-in with a member of staff.

In addition, we have arranged a Nursery Class open afternoon on Friday August 19 from 2.30 pm. Parents/ carers and their children are most welcome to attend.

Curriculum for Excellence
The curriculum taught in Scottish schools is designed to provide a broad general education with an equitable focus on skills and knowledge.  Pupils are encouraged to be actively involved in their learning and to develop lifelong learning skills including resilience, problem solving, communication, risk taking and collaboration.  How children learn has become as important as what children learn. Curriculum for Excellence provides greater personalisation and choice so that learning is more challenging, enjoyable and relevant to each child’s needs, strengths and interests.
Parents and carers will have opportunities throughout the session to hear about how and what their child is learning through open afternoons, parent consultation meetings, curricular events and school website and social media.
You can find more information on the curriculum using the following link:
Parentzone Scotland Home
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