 ROALD
DAHL

Roald Dohl was bom on 13th September 1916 in Llondaff
Wales. Hiz parents wwere from Morvway. He hod an older sister
colled #ctri, but in 1920, che died whan she waos only 7 yeors
old Roald's fother was oo sod thot he fell il from preumonia.
A fowr wesks loter, he aleo died.

Hizs mother wos o great story teller and hed a fobulows memory. Foold remembered
many tales cha told obowt trolls and other mythical Nopéegion chorooters.

Although Roold had o hoppy homae life, he hod an unhoppy time ot his school in
Woaolas, ond woz often ‘coned’ for bod behoviowr Hiz mother zent him to boording
nuhuulmm-ﬁupn'-ﬂm. Hlmlildrﬁ:uunmddiﬂwuhnurrir-fu:l:
St. Patern School and met the all-powarful Matron
wiho “dizliked small boys wery much indeed” and
tha cone-wislding Heodmootar.

At the oge of 13, Roald oftended Repton Public
School in Derbyshire. He was hoppier hare. He was
Tha boys ot tha school were scometimes ooked to be
chocolote testers for a fomous chooolote company
and thiz experience loter inspired the book 'Chorlis
and the Chocolote Footory'

Chvar the newt fow yeors, Roold Daohl worked in Africa for an oil compony ond than
gnlicted in tha Ih:luul fir Foroa dl:rlnﬂ'l:lum&'ﬂnrld"ﬁfu;

In 1940, Roald Dahl was pooted to Libya whare he flow o
Gloster Glodiator plane. He orashed in the Western Dacert
in North Africo, and suffered such severe mjuries to his heod
and back that he hod to stay in hospitol in Egypt for six
months. He returned to the RAF but, after o while, he bagan
suffering terribla headaches from his aocident. Thiz meant he
hod #o lacve becouse he could not fly planes anymora.




In 1942, Roald was posted o Washington in the USA i wark
as on ossistant air ottochs. He met the author C.5 Forester, who
suggested that Roald should write obout his expariences flying
plones in the desert. Roold storted writing articlss for newspopars.

He met and morried actress Patricia Meal Thay lived in Greot
Missenden in Buckinghamshire, England. He wrote mony of his
Jomous stories there. Roald Dahl and Patricia Neal had five children; Olivia, Tema, Theo,
Ophslin and Lucy. However, Olivia tragically died at the cge of 7
from an illness.

Roold Dohl started telling his amazing stories to his children ot
bedtima. He realized how much his own children enjoyed his storiss
ond decided to write them down for oll children to enjoy. "Tomes
and the Giant Peach’ was his first published children's book.

Roold Dohl hod o great tolent for sesing the world through
children’s eyes. He soid, “If you want to remembaer what it's like to
live in a childs world, you've got to get down on your hands and
knees and live like that for o week. You'll find you hove to look wp
ot all these gionts around youw who are absoys talling you what o
do and whot not to do.” Py

He had a passion for encowraging children to read. He beliswed that children should be
“somfortobls with o book, not dounted. Books shouldn't be dounting, they should be
funny, exciting and wonderful; and leoming to be o moder gives o terrific odvontoge.™




Questions About Roald Dahl

1. How old was Roald's sister whes she died?

2. What made Roold’s mother o good storgteller?

3. Do gou think Roald would hove liked the Headmaster? Explain youwr reasoms.

4. What sport wos he good at?

5. Whaot do gou think the bogs thomght ohout being chocolote testers?

6. Exploinm why he hod to leave the RAF.

7. How did Roald start writing children's stories?

8. What word did Reald Dohl wse to describe how children sow adults oround them?




9. What did Dahl believe books should be?

10. Why did Roald Dahl think learning to read was a good thing?




