A Dog so Small
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Just about every
dog! In her nove
a boy called Ben
a dog for his birt
has no idea wha

girl and boy goes through the phase of wanting a
| A Dog so Small, Phillipa Pearce tells the story of
who is very disappointed when he doesn’t receive
hday. All he gets is a picture of one. At the time he
t strange adventures this picture will lead to. . .
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The post had come, and it was all for Ben. His father had piled it
by his place for breakfast. There were also presents from May and
Dilys, Paul and Frankie; and his mother and father had given him
a sweater of the kind deep-sea fishermen wear (from his mother,
really) and a Sheffield steel jack-knife (from his father). They all

watched while, politely, he opened their presents first of all, and
thanked them.

He was not worrying that there had been no dog standing by
his place at the breakfast-table. He was not so green as to think
that postmen delivered dogs.

But there would be a letter - from his grandfather, he
supposed - saying when the dog would be brought, by a proper

carrier, or where it could be collected from. Ben turned eagerly
from his family’s presents to his post.

He turned over the letters first, looking for his grandfather’s
handwriting; but there was nothing. Then he looked at the
writing on the two picture-postcards that had come for him -
although you would hardly expect anything so important to be
left to a postcard. There was nothing. Then he began to have the
feeling that something might have gone wrong after all. He
remembered, almost against his will, that his grandfather’s
promise had been only a whisper and a nod, and that not all
promises are kept, anyway.
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