
Starlink

Starlink is a new satellite system from
SpaceX, technology innovator Elon
Musk’s space exploration company.

The plan is that the network of satellites
will eventually give everyone on Earth
reliable hi-speed internet access.
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A new species of pit viper has been discovered in northeast
India. This beautiful green snake has been named Trimeresurus
salazar - or Salazar's pit viper, after the founder of Slytherin
house in the Harry Potter books.

What do you think about Starlink? Do some additional research from
the links below and let us know at #TopicalScience whether you think
global internet access is worth changing the night sky for.

Can you research other new species that have been 
discovered in 2020? 

The satellites are launched, flat packed, using Falcon 9 rockets.
Over 400 are already in a low Earth orbit and have been
spotted by stargazers from across the globe flying past in a
satellite train.

Eventually the network will comprise of over 12,000 tiny
satellites orbiting Earth. The project has had a lot of criticism
from astronomers and stargazers who fear the introduction of
these man-made objects could mean the night sky is about to
change forever.
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Science at Work is a fantastic new resource from the PSTT in
collaboration with with Spectrum Drama and St. Mary's University

Science at Work consists of weekly activity sheets about
scientists and people who work in a science-related job.
Children send in questions to the scientist who will answer
as many as they can in a video released the following week.

mailto:topicalscienceupdates@gmail.com
https://www.starlink.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSge0I7pwFI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=giQ8xEWjnBs
http://stuffin.space/
https://skyandtelescope.org/astronomy-news/starlink-space-debris/
https://www.sciencealert.com/new-species-of-slithering-snake-has-been-named-for-salazar-slytherin
https://www.worldwildlife.org/stories/rainbow-headed-snake-dragon-like-lizard-among-163-new-species-discovered-in-the-greater-mekong
https://pstt.org.uk/resources/curriculum-materials/Science-at-Work
https://pstt.org.uk/
http://www.spectrumdrama.com/
https://www.stmarys.ac.uk/home.aspx
https://pstt.org.uk/resources/curriculum-materials/Science-at-Work


If you have been watching the news you might be mistaken for thinking that there is only
one story going on in the world right now. The COVID19 Coronavirus pandemic has
dominated almost every country in the world and seems likely to for a while yet.

What is Coronavirus?

What is a pandemic?

What is Social Distancing?
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What are the facts that you should really know
about COVID19?

Stay away from the ‘facts’ you read on Social Media,
there is a lot of misinformation being spread. Get
your facts from the World Health Organisation and
official government sources in your country.

How can you keep yourself and 
your family safe?

The advice from around the
world is pretty much the same
now and is summarised on this
CDC poster.

In addition to this advice it is
important that you talk to
someone if you are worried
about anything to do with
COVID19. Use Social Media to
stay in touch with family and
friends and check up on each
other regularly.

Here are some more questions
you might have about the
current situation.

Remember, stick to facts 
from reputable sources 

only, wash your hands lots 
and stay safe!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sHP0UIdZyI4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A5dVOXRk6Uo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bYQjssb7xdk
https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus#tab=tab_1
https://www.cdc.gov/

