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Dear Parent/Carer, 

Information for School Return August 2020  

Following the First Minister’s announcement on Thursday 30th July, I can confirm that all pupils will return on 
Wednesday 12th August. We look forward to welcoming all of our young people back to Hillview Primary 
School.  This has been an unprecedented and challenging time for everyone.  I would like to express my sincere 
thanks and appreciation for all you have done to support your child’s education over the past four months. 

A great deal of planning and preparation has taken place to ensure our school is a safe place for the return of 
pupils and staff.  We ask that parents/carers read this document carefully with your child before they return to 
school.  

Returning to School 
Primary 1 will attend on Wednesday 12th, Thursday 13th and Friday 14th from 9.30am until 2.30pm. On the 
first day the children should enter via the infant entrance, and will be immediately taken to their new 
classroom and a first day of school photo will be taken. 
 
All other pupils should arrive for a soft start from 8.50am. Parents and children should not congregate within 
the school grounds at any time.  
 
Primary 2 will enter and depart via the main entrance.   
Primary 3 and 4 should enter and depart via the middle entrance. 
Primary 5-7 should enter and depart via the top entrance. 

These arrangement will be in place for the first week to allow us to monitor and evaluate the procedures and 
make any necessary amendments. 

Social Distancing 

The scientific advice is that physical distancing between young people is not required to ensure a safe return to 
schools.  

Following current Scottish Government guidelines, it is important for the safety of all that we adhere to social 
distancing guidelines where possible. There should be no physical contact (hugging, hand-to-hand greetings 
etc) between pupils.  We ask that parents discuss the importance of this with pupils and that they respect 
social distancing in particular during interval and lunch, and before and after school.  Classes have been 
carefully laid out to maximise distancing whilst still allowing full capacity in school.   

Hygiene/safety 

The school has undergone a deep clean before the return of staff in June and again in August before the return 
of all pupils 

Excellent hygiene is essential.  Pupils are encouraged to wash their hands for a minimum of 20 seconds. We 
ask that all pupils do this before leaving the house. To help prevent infection pupils should avoid touching their 
face. 

There will be a hand-sanitising station available at the main entrance and individual sanitisers within 
classrooms.  Primarily, we will be encouraging pupils to use soap and water throughout the day.   

With present Scottish Government guidelines, pupils and staff are not required to wear masks in the school 
building however pupils and staff can wear a face covering if they wish or are clinically advised to wear a 
covering.   

Wipes will be available in all classes.  Pupils will be asked to carefully wipe down their desk and any surface 
they touch at the beginning and end of each lesson. 
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School Bags and Equipment 

Pupils should bring their own stationery and avoid sharing this with other children where possible.  School 
bags can be brought in as normal but pupils should avoid bringing in unnecessary toys or other items from 
home. 

Uniform 

Pupils will continue to wear full school uniform.   

There are no additional requirements for extra cleaning of school uniforms or blazers so pupils will be 
expected to wear their school uniform as normal.   

Lunches 

Free School Meals 

All P1-P3s and those entitled to free school meals will continue to receive these in school. 

Packed Lunches 

Pupils will be able to continue to bring in their own food to eat in school if they wish to do so. 

Schools may have a more limited menu than they have previously had.  This is due to the need to adhere to 
social distancing in school kitchens and the limits on the number of catering staff who will be able to work in 
these spaces. 

The home delivery of food bags will end when schools return on the 12th August. 

Travel to and from school 

Pupils are encouraged to walk or cycle to school.  When walking to school, pupils are reminded to adhere to 
social distancing. 

Parents will still be able to drop off and pick up their children from the school car park however where possible 
parents must stay in their cars.  In addition it would be beneficial to park further away in the surrounding areas 
and ask that your child walk to the car when being collected to avoid large gatherings around the school. 

Car-sharing with children and young people of other households is discouraged. 

You will be advised about your child’s access to school transport. 

Pupils will be required to use hand sanitiser before entering the bus and will be grouped together and may be 
allocated a seat which they will need to use on every journey. 

There will be no requirement for pupils to wear a face covering on the school transport – this is considered an 
extension of the school. 

Access to the School Building 
 
Access to the school building will be for pupils and staff only. Parents should not come inside the school 
building unless a prior appointment has been made to meet a member of staff. Only 1 parent should attend 
any pre-arranged meeting.  Appointments can be requested by phone or by emailing school mail, 
SchoolMail@hillview.e-renfrew.sch.uk. 

If you require to drop off an essential item a box will be available outside the Main School Entrance doors to 
drop off items. Please label your child’s item clearly including their class.  
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COVID 19 Symptoms 
 
If a pupil is experiencing any symptoms of Covid19 (a high temperature, a new, continuous cough or a loss or 
change to your sense of smell or taste) or they are living with someone who is experiencing symptoms, it is 
essential that they follow NHS guidelines and self-isolate until a test confirms they are safe.  Pupils must not 
attend school until it is safe to do so.  If you are in any doubt regarding symptoms, pupils should not attend 
school. 

In the event of a child or member of staff experiencing COVID 19 symptoms when at school, we will follow NHS 
advice:   

 If the affected person has mild symptoms, and is over the age of 16, they should go home as soon as 
they notice symptoms and follow the guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection 
including testing and self-isolation.   

 If the individual affected is a child or young person below the age of 16, there will be a ventilated 
room set aside and we will contact parents to come in to collect their child (preferably this will be 
another adult member of their household and not a grandparent). 

Any siblings of the affected pupil in the school would also be sent home at this time.  The family will be asked 
to follow the national guidance for households with possible COVID-19 infection including testing and self-
isolation. 

There will be a ventilated room set aside and we will contact parents to come in to collect their child. 

Test and Protect 

The effective application of Test and Protect in the school environment will be an important means of 
preventing any spread of the virus.  All educational establishments are considered complex settings and cases 
will be prioritised.  

The key initial step is the self-isolation and rapid testing of all symptomatic children, young people and staff. 
Other children, young people and staff members will not be required to self-isolate unless contacted by the 
contact tracing service. If a child, young person or staff member tests positive, the HPT will assess what action 
is needed, taking into account the close contacts the person has had within the school and other factors such 
as the implementation of mitigating measures, eg cleaning, ventilation and PPE.  

If a child, young person (or their parent/carer if under 16 years) or staff member is contacted by a contact 
tracer and told to self-isolate for fourteen days, the person should leave school to self-isolate at home straight 
away and, if possible, wear a face covering en route and avoid public transport. 

Changes to Calendar for 2020/21: 

 Teachers and school staff return for 2 inservice days 10th & 11th August 2020 
 Pupils will return on Wednesday 12th August 2020. 
 As a consequence of the early return, there will be 5 additional holiday dates later in the session: 

o Thursday 24th September 2020 – added to September Weekend  
o Monday 21st & Tuesday 22nd December 2020 – added to the Christmas Holidays (Term 2 will 

now finish on Friday 18th December 2020) 
o Monday 28th & Tuesday 29th June 2021 – added to the Summer Holidays  (school will now 

close on Friday 25th June 2021) 
 There was a previously announced date change for Inservice Day 5 – it will now take place on Thurs 

6th May 2021 (instead of 1st June 2021 as previously announced) to coincide with the local elections. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

Melanie McGurren 


