Modelling Language and Communication
Put your child’s message into words/ sign to give them a model of how they could communicate. 
Say it as they would if they could at a level that is right for them.
When your child communicates with you using speech or in a different way, repeat their message back to them and expand on the words / signs your child has used. For example, if your child isn’t using words, model 1-2 word phrases. If your child is speaking in 2-3 word sentences, repeat what they say but add one or two more words to show your child how to build bigger sentences.
When your child is trying to communicate, model the words or signs that you think your child needs, like ‘help’ or ‘open’ as your child holds up a box they can’t open.

Model language based on what your child is interested in or paying attention to at a particular time. Follow their lead!
	Instead of using flashcards and worksheets…


	try using the real items in everyday situations play and routines .

	Instead of correcting your child…


	model back the correct language e.g. if your child says ‘him jacket’ you say ‘yes that’s his jacket’


	Instead of asking your child “what’s that”…
	Say ‘Oh look’ and draw your child’s attention to the item / picture. If your child doesn’t name the picture. You name it. 
Let your child fill in the blank in a repetitive book or song. 

	Instead of asking ‘what do you want?’…


	You model the language for your child so they hear how to ask for what they want e.g. ‘snack’ ‘I want juice’ ‘more stickers’ ‘ help’

	Instead of jumping in to help your child before they have to communicate…
	Wait for them to send you a message in whatever way they can e.g. when they want juice, give them their cup EMPTY and wait…

Respond immediately when they send you a message and use one or two words / sign like they would if they could e.g. ‘water’ ‘I want water’


