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Complete an audit of your environment symbols – how many areas, activities, resources and routines are symbolised?
Pick an area that is currently unsymbolised and create some symbols using boardmaker or photographs 
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DO YOU….?

YES

SOMETIMES 

NOT YET

Use simple repetitive language?

Gain children’s attention before delivering 

instructions?

Talk at an appropriate rate?

Adapt language to the level of the child to offer 

support and challenge?

Model correct language when you hear a child’s 

incorrect vocalisation?

Extend the child’s vocalisations?

Use vocabulary that children can understand? 

Give children time to respond?

Support verbal language with gestures and visual 

cues?
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DO YOU….?

YES

SOMETIMES 

NOT YET

Give choices?

Speak sensitively to children?

Settle children when they arrive? 

Regularly join in play with children?

Model a range of positive behaviours and language?

Develop children’s emotional vocabulary by naming and 

describing emotions and feelings?

Prepare children for expected changed and support 

transitions?

Are you attuned to non verbal communication?

Do children have clear explanations of expectations and 

boundaries?

Do children have a consistent trusting relationship
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