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S3/4 NATIONAL DRAMA

Introduction

The study of Drama develops the concept of using language, movement and theatre in practical activities to explore relationships.

Drama provides a discipline for the development of co-ordination, concentration, commitment, organisation and decision-making that depends upon self and group awareness, observation, imagination and co-operation.  Negotiation gives the confidence to cope with and resolve new situations.

The aims of the course are to:

· Learn a range of theatre production skills.

· Develop acting and devising skills, and how to contribute to a presentation.

· Explore relationships, social attitudes and issues.

· Explore and use language, voice, movement and theatre.

· Increase interest in and knowledge of theatrical performance.

Course Content

The department will be offering National 5 courses over two years, as the pupils complete their BGE course in S3. The course provides a balance between creative drama and practical theatre activities.

The course is divided into two units:

Unit 1: Theatre Production Skills

This unit is taught in two parts. 

In the first part the pupils will be introduced to all of the skills used in the theatre. A list of these jobs is provided below. The pupils will learn what is involved in each of these skills and how to use them in the theatre. The pupils will be taught how to act, how to direct, how to plan and prepare backstage, how to use sound and lighting equipment, how to design props, costume and make-up and how to design a set for the theatre.

The second part will involve the pupils being split into groups and presenting short acting pieces with backstage support. This will include using specialist equipment, preparing acting pieces, finding and organising resources, running rehearsals and performing in front of others.

By the end of this unit students will have developed knowledge and understanding of the art of theatre and how it can be used in performance. We focus on the exploration and acquisition of play appreciation skills and other key skills of theatre and production. The list of theatre production skills explored will include:

Acting


Directing 


Costume

Lighting


Sound
                   Make-up

 Props                           Set design                      Stage management
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Unit 2: Drama Skills

The second unit involves the pupils becoming playwrights. They will be divided into groups and given a stimulus, which will be a theme or issue. The group will then be responsible for writing a story, which will eventually become a piece of drama. The story is written down on plot sheets and each pupil in the group is given responsibility for one section of the drama. This may be one or two scenes of the play. They must then go away and either write a script for their section, or lead the rehearsed improvisation.  All of the sections are then put together to form a short play with a clear message.

Within this unit, pupils will then take individual responsibility for directing their section/scenes using other members of the group, and evaluating both the ongoing process and the final product. Students will also act in each other’s short scenes. Using the skills learnt in the previous unit they will also make use of the theatre production skills to enhance their presentation.
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Homework

Homework in Drama tends to be rather varied as the demands of the course change! One week pupils may be expected to answer questions on a piece of scripted drama, the next they might be asked to write their own script. Similarly they may be learning lines for one assessment whilst searching for set, props, and costume for the next. Pupils should be aware that they will be required to write about their drama in great detail. They will also be required to research characters, prepare for rehearsals and complete folio work at home.

Drama is in essence the study of relationships and the conflict that arises as a result of interaction between these relationships. Therefore, the study of drama relies predominately on group activities. Consistent attendance and thorough preparation for class are essential for success at Intermediate Drama.

Assessment

Internal assessment

Each pupil will be given a folio to complete as part of his or her class assessment. Included in the folio will be a record of ideas, answers to questions, scripts and performance evaluations.

The teacher will also observe pupils during practical activity and complete a summative observational checklist to ensure the pupils are performing to a satisfactory level.

Teachers and pupils evaluate and assess the work they produce at all stages of the drama process.

External assessment

There are two parts to the final examination in National 5 Drama. 

There is a written Question Paper and a Practical Examination.  

SQA weight these marks as follows:

Question Paper

40 % of total mark

Practical Examination

60 % of total mark

The Question Paper will involve candidates answering questions on an evaluation and a response to stimuli on how they would stage a piece of Drama.  

The Practical Examination will involve candidates performing a theatre production role. National 5 candidates will present a piece of scripted drama. This may be a substantial extract from a published play or a one-act play. 

The National 5 course serves as an entry requirement for Higher Drama, which will also be on offer at Woodfarm High School.

Careers

Every job requires some form of communication. Drama provides a basis for creative and informative expression of self and effective interaction with others. As well as being suitable for any career in the Performing Arts, the skills developed in drama are transferable and suitable for a wide range of jobs. These include Law, Police, Social Work, Retail, Broadcasting, Teaching, Journalism and the Media.

SQA certificate courses in Drama are recognised by all Universities and Colleges.

If you have any questions about information contained in this leaflet or queries about the course in general, please do not hesitate to speak to myself, Mr. Selbie, at any time.

Mr K. Selbie, PT Perfoming Arts

