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In Drama, as in real life, we express our ideas, feelings and needs to each other by:

· Our body language

· The words we say

· The way we say them

The words we speak and the images that accompany them create meaning. They give meaning to us as participants in the drama and to the audience watching the play.

However, the third factor which helps to contribute to the meaning of our drama is one of the most important performance concepts –

the way in which the words are said.

Dramatic language is shaped by three factors:

1. The situation the characters find themselves in.

2. The objectives, attitudes and beliefs of the characters.

3. The relationships between the characters.

The delivery of the language tells the audience a great deal about the speakers:

· Intentions

· Objectives

· Opinions

· Personality

· Attitude

Often the way something is spoken says more than the words themselves.

Even subtle variations in the voice can convey quite different meanings.

There are also some basic rules to follow at all times when using your voice on stage:

Projection:
your voice must be loud enough for your fellow performers and the audience to hear.

Articulation:
the sounds from your voice must be recognisably distinct.

Clarity:
it must always be clear what EMOTION and OBJECTIVE you are trying to communicate.

VOCAL TECHNIQUE

The following is a list of vocal techniques that will enable you to understand and describe the way voice and speech are used in drama.

Language

the choice of words we use to communicate.




E.g.
a dialect, slang or activity/context related

Register  
the way in which speech is altered depending on who you are speaking to.

E.g. 
you speak to your friends differently from the way you speak to your parents or teachers

Pitch

the variation in height or depth of the voice.

E.g. 
a high pitched voice may be a sign of nerves, tension or youth. A low pitched voice may give the impression of old age, calm re-assurance or authority.

Pace 


the speed of speech




E.g.
fast - 
nervous, panicked or excited

slow -
being unwell, a need to be understood or fatigue





even -
calm, relaxed or comfortable.

Emphasis
sounds, words or phrases that are stressed in speech to make a point



E.g.
I love you!

There is absolutely no way that you are going to that party.

Volume

loudness or quietness of the voice



E.g.
shouting or whispering

Pause
when the character stops speaking for a moment before continuing.


E.g. 
“I do …(pause)… love you” shows doubt.

E.g.
“And the winner is… (pause)…Will!” creates tension.

Intonation
changes in the rise and fall of the voice during or at the end of a sentence.

Tone
an emotion, mood or attitude conveyed by the voice


E.g.
formal 



warm



cold   



soft



angry 



authoritative 



patronising



sarcastic



rude



abrupt



relaxed



impatient



patient

Accent
the pronunciation of language particular to a certain area.


E.g.
Cockney



Geordie



Glaswegian



“Brummie”



Yorkshire



American
