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Uplawmoor Primary School

Reading

The more children read, the better they become at reading.  Practice in reading aloud helps to increase fluency and confidence as well as encouraging the children to read with expression. 

Good readers understand and can discuss what they have read rather than simply recall all the words.  Time taken to discuss reading book stories aids comprehension and helps develop the thinking skills necessary for effective reading.  Discussion may involve questions about the story, thinking about alternative endings and offering opinions about characters and storylines. 

In Uplawmoor Primary School, Storyworld books are used in the early stages to teach reading and reading comprehension. 
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Storyworld

Storyworld is a well-established and popular reading scheme.  The books make learning to read fun, with stories that children want to read for themselves.  The stories are carefully written using simple, natural sounding language that the children can understand. ‘key words’ are repeated throughout the storybooks so that children can gradually increase the number of words they can recognise and read. 

Storyworlds fiction is set in four different ‘worlds’ – 

· Once Upon a Time World is full of tall tales and exciting adventures

· Our World stories are in familiar settings, with characters and situations the children will recognise from their own experiences

· Animal World stories will excite and delight and

· Fantasy World stories are packed with pirates, magic and more!

[image: image11.jpg]



[image: image12.jpg]b

Bring your bat and &
g your ball, :

bring your ball

o the park to play




[image: image13.jpg]



Reading at Home
“What a child can do in co-operation today, he or she can do alone tomorrow.”
The sixteen books in Stage 1 are unique in that each left-hand page is intended to be read by an adult or experienced reader.  This text sets the scene for each story and provides the context for the simple text on the right-hand page which is intended to be read by the child.  This ‘child’s text’ consists of a single sentence in a speech bubble that is repeated throughout the story.  In this way, children can participate in a real story from their very first experiences with reading. 
Stage 2 and Stage 3 stories have an introductory page that is intended to be read by an adult or experienced reader.  It sets the scene for each story and introduces the central character.  This launches the child into the context of each particular story.  The ‘child’s text’ is built around the twenty sight words of Stage 1 plus five new words.  In addition, some simple picture-cued nouns are introduced. 
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When reading with your child, it is important to remember that reading should be fun!  The book should be read in a quiet place with the adult and child sitting comfortably, so that both can clearly see the pages. 

Encourage your child to talk about the story and look closely at the illustrations.  Encouraging children to make connections between the pictures and the story helps children to decode unfamiliar words and is very important at later stages in reading.  Try to give as much encouragement as you can.  If something is nearly right, suggest reading the sentence together rather than saying ‘No, that’s wrong.’  Reading at home is very important, especially at these early stages.  Encourage your child’s interest in reading by getting into the habit of reading regularly with him / her everyday.
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Reading in School

In school, reading is taught alongside our phonics programme. At Uplawmoor, we use the hugely successful Jollyphonics scheme. 

Jollyphonics is a fun and child centred approach to teaching literacy through synthetic phonics.  With actions for each of the 42 letter sounds, the multi-sensory method is very motivating for children.  The sounds are taught in a specific order (not alphabetically).  This enables children to begin building words as early as possible.  For example, the initial sounds learnt are s, a, t, i, p, n.  This enables the child to make many more words than if they initially learnt a, b, c, d, e, f.
For more information on this scheme and the resources we use in class, see www.jollylearning.co.uk 
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Jollyphonics is the first crucial step to your child learning to successfully decode words, and read, independently.  As well as this, the class teacher uses a wide range of other resources to support your child’s reading development.  Children will be taught to look carefully at pictures in their story books and to discuss the story using the pictures to help.  This develops not only reading, but also important talking and listening skills.
In class, your child will learn to read through a variety of learning activities.  Word games, songs, workbooks and talking stories on CD-ROM are all used to ensure reading is taught in many different and enjoyable ways. 

In addition, children are encouraged to develop an interest in reading for enjoyment and are given time in class to choose a book to read in the library. Children also enjoy story time and paired reading with older pupils.[image: image2.png]



