
Uplawmoor Parent Council  

Minutes of meeting 20th March 2017 

Chair: David Carslaw (DC) 

Present: 

Fiona McKay (FM) 

Jenny Meighan (JM) 

Jenni McGillvray-Green (JMG) 

Lorna Street (LS) 

Murray Pollok (MP) 

Emily Frame (EF) 

Attending: 

Gordon Philips (GP) active schools co-ordinator 

Apologies: 

Emma Green 

Councillor Elaine Green 

 

Minutes from meeting of 5th December 2016 approved 

 

Staffing Issues: 

Mrs McKay gave an update on staffing. 

 Anne Little, member of staff going on placement as accepted for further study  
 Miss Hughes leaving on Friday (funding finished). 

Health and Wellbeing audit of school took place on 7 March.  Will form part of an overall report 
together with 8 other schools – not an individual report for the school.  But fed back that the 
children were very well mannered (‘exemplary’!) and that there was a general impression that this 
was a community school. 

Primary One:  9 pupils are registered for primary one and 9 are transitioning to secondary school.  So 
no change in overall numbers of children at school.  Once placing requests are all in, school will have 
final numbers around April time. 

Noted that compost is required for school – suggested that a notice is put up on community board, 
or that money could be used from fundraising, or a suggestion that McLarens could be approached. 

Action Point: JMG to ask around for a donation from somewhere 

  



Traffic/road closure: 

DC has approached all the councillors about the A736 road closure for the month of April, with 
diversion through the village, asking that the Roads Dept consider imposing a 20mph speed limit for 
the contract duration. There are high concerns about kids in the village crossing the main road – the 
bikeability scheme is taking place in April, children will be travelling to and from school, etc.  Councils 
are apparently more amenable to placing 20mph speed limits permanently into villages where there 
is local support – keen to pursue this option.  All agreed support for this. 

Action Point: DC to pursue with council.  FM to discuss with bikeability about the possibility of 
moving the scheme/test day to a time period when there isn’t a road closure on.  Or option of 
having volunteers with high visibility vests to be out on the road to make traffic aware the 
children are on their bikes. 

Uplawmoor Development Trust 

Discussions have been taking place and UDT are looking for a letter from the school requesting 
assistance for the installation of MUGGA.  May be some difficulties around funding, given that there 
has to be agreement for open access by members of the public throughout the district.  May be 
advisable to approach it from an angle as a community project, rather than from the school.  Also 
difficulties with regard to flood lights/environment. 

Action point: FM to speak to Gillian Orr about progress.  DC will keep abreast of developments. 

Clerk’s fee 

£250 – is available for parent council.  Decision made to use this for funding towards school – has 
been used to help buy a math app and ipad for the school.  Agreement to use this in future for 
school benefit. 

Class representatives 

Parent council members are going to be allocated to a class to represent.  A newsletter is going to be 
sent out, and the  plan is to get something out before the holidays.  Purpose is for this to be used as 
a contact point for this particular year.  All those present were happy for mobile numbers to be put 
on. 

Action Point: FM to put names and mobile numbers with mobile number on next newsletter 
(being sent electronically). 

Fundraising group 

Volunteers are urgently required. 

Perception that it may be difficult to get everyone together to form a fundraising committee.  
Wonder if there should be consideration of a list of events or else a new attempt at trying to raise a 
committee. 

Action point: FM to update in newsletter that the fundraising committee is currently dormant, FM 
also to update the list on what the fundraising committee have bought for the school and to say 
thank you to those who have been on the fundraising committee.  All year group representatives to 
ask their parents for volunteers for the new committee and new ideas welcomed.  Feedback names 
of volunteers to Mrs McKay. 



Tennis club 

Tennis courts have been upgraded and are available to be used by the children in anyway the school 
likes without prior agreement. 

Active Schools co-ordinator update to group 

Fundamental change to how schools recruit coaches.  No longer use zero hour contracts, which has 
led to lack of coaches.  Need to have 8 week blocks as the council not keen to contract out for year 
long duration.  Get allocated a specific 8 week block.  Term one is always difficult (a lot of the 
coaches are students and therefore not keen to commit to activities before their term starts in 
September). However, good news today that the coaches they require for next term are all available.  
Currently looking at alternatives.  Does have access to Neilston – thinks this may not incur a charge.  
Would there be interest in developing this?  Would include children from St Thomas’ and Neilston 
Primary Schools.  This would be to complement the current activities.  Tennis for older kids – invite 
has been extended to Neilston schools and has gone into their school bags along with a bus 
timetable.  Plan is to also invite them to other after school activities up at Uplawmoor (good for 
enabling children to mix and meet prior to moving up to high school). 

Sports Passport scheme will be continuing every 2 years. 

After school clubs – teachers also volunteer.  Running club has been very successful, keen to invite 
parents along to running club. 

Cluster school competitions have been successful and attempts being made to continue and develop 
these opportunities for pupils to meet each other from different schools. 

Recognition that every teacher in the school also runs a club. 

School was one of the first in Scotland to get an Active Schools Gold Award. 

Action Point: All to invite parents to see if they would like to participate in school activities – 
training can be offered. 

School Twinning 

Possibility of pursuing the opportunity to twin with a school in Malawi. Felt to be a good idea. 

Action Point: EB to look into what is involved and send a document to parent council, which can 
be sent to all parents, to decide if this is something the school would want to pursue. 

Date of next meeting 

19th June 2017 at 6.30pm 


