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Learning at Home                       
Hints and Tips for Parents and Carers 

This document aims to provide you with suggestions and ideas to ensure that your child can access 

learning from home in unusual circumstances.  

We know that the idea of supporting your child’s learning can seem daunting. It is important to remember 

that you are not expected to become a teacher and that your child does not need to learn in the same way 

as they do in school or nursery. The most important aspect is the relationship 

that you already have with your child, this will enable you to support and 

reassure them during this time.   

Whilst your child is used to structure and routine at school or nursery and it is 

important that some of this is provided at home in order to support them to 

adapt to change, above all, ensuring that a sense of fun is retained through all 

activities that you share with your child is vital.   A variety of different activities 

such as board games, puzzles or outdoor games can help your child to further develop skills such as 

problem solving, turn taking, cooperating with others and resilience.  There is no right or wrong; playing a 

board game in the evening can be just as valuable as completing a maths worksheet.  

All children and young people will routinely be provided with work from their school. This should form the 

basis of your child’s day around which you can plan other activities. On a typical day, teachers will set 

literacy and numeracy work and activities from one or two other curricular areas such as social studies or 

health and wellbeing.  

Not all activities should require direct adult support, plan so that children can undertake some activities 

independently in order to ensure that you can continue to work at home if necessary.  It is important to 

make sure that your child isn’t sitting working online all day- factor in time for breaks, lunch, shared 

activities, time outdoors and fresh air. If you feel that your child is losing focus or not engaging, respond to 

this and take a break. Nothing has to be set in stone. Children should understand that it is OK to get stuck 

or to be unsure at times. On these occasions, if you are unsure as to how to best help them become 

‘unstuck’, they will be able to contact their teacher through Google Classroom. It may be best to put the 

task on hold and move on to something else until their teacher responds. Teachers will interact with your 

child through the online platform that the school is using. They will check in to see how your child is doing, 

not only in terms of their school work but their general wellbeing. Teachers will provide feedback on 

completed activities and will be on hand to offer support, advice or reassurance when required. Please be 

aware that teachers may not respond immediately, they will be busy working on other activities but 

will respond when they can.  

Finally and most importantly, remember that you are not alone. School staff are keen to support you 

and your child wherever they can. There’s no such thing as a ‘silly’ question.  If you are in doubt, please 

use the online platforms to communicate with staff or for specific issues linked to Glow access or IT please 

email the ‘School Mail’ address for your child’s school schoolmail@thornliebank.e-renfrew.sch.uk. School 

websites and Twitter feeds will have helpsheets and guides on specific areas such as accessing Glow and 

Google Classroom etc.  
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Imaginative play  

 

Play materials which are common, household objects are just as educational and can 

actually be more fun and helpful for promoting imagination and creativity than expensive toys 

from shops.  

https://www.playscotland.org/parents-families/loose-parts-play/ 

http://www.hanen.org/Helpful-Info/Articles/Toys-that-kick-start-the-imagination!.aspx 

When playing with children, particularly young children, commenting on what you see rather than asking 

too many questions shows them that you are really interested and paying attention. This really does work – 

try it!  (E.g. “You’ve worked so hard on that. I love the colours you’ve used!”)  

Home learning ideas for younger children: Https://abcdoes.com/home-learning/ 

It’s never too late to develop your playful, humorous side. You can reclaim your inner child by setting 

aside regular, quality playtime. The more you play, joke, and laugh - the easier it becomes.  

https://www.playscotland.org/parents-families/ 

Family Lockdown Tips & Ideas – a new and very popular Facebook group set up to share ideas for 

indoor and garden activities – it is a private group which you need to join in order to access the resources. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/871176893326326  

Other ideas for imaginative play 

Children should be encouraged to use simple ‘junk’ materials to allow them to create and make things 

using their own imagination. Cardboard boxes/tubes, yoghurt tubs, paper, material and clothes can all 

be used to create imaginative worlds, toys and objects which allow children to develop fine and gross 

motor skills as well as problem solving skills .  

Some ideas include:  

Creating a car, boat, rocket or imaginary vehicle. Encourage children to describe an imaginary adventure.  

 

 

 

Create a puppet theatre, perform a puppet show, write a script! 

 

 

https://www.playscotland.org/parents-families/loose-parts-play/
http://www.hanen.org/Helpful-Info/Articles/Toys-that-kick-start-the-imagination!.aspx
https://abcdoes.com/home-learning/
https://www.playscotland.org/parents-families/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/871176893326326


 

Create a robot using cereal boxes and other materials. Make a comic strip telling a 

story about the robot. 

.  

 

 

Set up a restaurant. Junk could be used to create food and other items like a pizza oven. Children could 

create a menu and posters for their restaurant and design a logo or uniform.  

 

 

 

Design and build a ‘Fairytale’ Castle or a house for a character from a story such as ‘3 Little Pigs’  

 

 

 

Outdoor Learning                                                      

Ideas and useful websites: 

https://www.outdoorlearningmadeeasy.co.uk/ 

https://www.ltl.org.uk/parents/ 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-2546530-summer-outdoor-learning-activities-parent-and-carer-

information-sheet 

BBC Gardening - if you are lucky enough to have a garden, make the most of it as spring kicks in.  It’s 

good exercise and any fresh air is good.  http://www.bbc.co.uk/gardening/gardening_with_children/  

 

Some other simple ideas: 

 Go on a mini beast hunt. Count the number of mini beasts you find and record using tally marks. 
Create a graph to show your findings. Carefully observe and draw your favourite mini beast. 

https://www.outdoorlearningmadeeasy.co.uk/
https://www.ltl.org.uk/parents/
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-2546530-summer-outdoor-learning-activities-parent-and-carer-information-sheet
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-t-2546530-summer-outdoor-learning-activities-parent-and-carer-information-sheet
http://www.bbc.co.uk/gardening/gardening_with_children/


Create and label a diagram of a mini beast. Create a mini beast hotel. 
https://www.wildlifebcn.org/blog/helen-daniel/30-days-wild-day-eleven-build-bee-hotel 

 

 Build a den with natural resources. Read stories with and to your family in the den.  
 

 Talk with family and friends about games they used to play outside. Try playing these together as a 
family. Invent new family games to play outside.  

 

 

 

Games/Activities 

Below are some other activities and games that could be made using 

household materials and some that need no resources at all! 

 

 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   

https://www.wildlifebcn.org/blog/helen-daniel/30-days-wild-day-eleven-build-bee-hotel


 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Online Learning Resources Links 

 

Maths 

2nd Level Lesson 1: Part-part-whole (whole unknown) - YouTube 

Home | Prodigy Education (prodigygame.com) 

Maths At Home (transum.org) 

Free S1 & S2 Maths - National 5 Maths 

Primary mathematics resource packages | STEM 

 

Literacy 

ReadTheory | Free Reading Comprehension Practice for Students and Teachers 

Stay at Home! – Cranachan Publishing 

News & Views - Home Learning Films to Stream on BBC iPlayer and All4 - News - Into Film 

Resources – FRED's Teaching Reading (wordpress.com) 

Talk for Writing English Booklets - Talk for Writing (talk4writing.com) 

Spotify – 101 George Street | Podcast on Spotify 

Literacy Shed Plus - Reading Comprehension Packs 

The Happy Newspaper 

Home - THE LITERACY SHED 

 

HWB 

SCARF: Safety, Caring, Achievement, Resilience, Friendship (coramlifeeducation.org.uk) 

ThingLink 

Health and Wellbeing January 2021 by Kate Brandwood (prezi.com) 

Home - Oak National Academy (thenational.academy) 

Healthy Schools 

Glasgow HSCP South Sector: CYP Mental Health Supports in Schools (nhsggc.org.uk) 

 

 

Other Curricular Areas 

Art 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WciMWa5yWAw&list=PLifRtcfxlk8WwPbrOS_hAhx_K8gpH0TUG
https://www.prodigygame.com/main-en/
https://www.transum.org/Maths/At_Home.asp?fbclid=IwAR1HANyPJit35--7UKgUlqjNKEPzwN7ZRbZnUaaTJ8fbpwrhgPnbXEhjmEg
https://www.national5maths.co.uk/s1-s2-courses/
https://www.stem.org.uk/primary-maths?fbclid=IwAR1hauXEgDhtEjpNLDgeK_GiM_ZyKzLCl43QJH5diwL3lIY_XiQv_C6IIJo
https://www.readtheory.org/?fbclid=IwAR3T52nP8qrS8z_hO02J1jfj1_3Uf49ZNqIqXA0B7aKytK3Udjq0EKevAG0
https://www.cranachanpublishing.co.uk/stay-at-home-2/?fbclid=IwAR346IQw-3MBNl3uvm0ZHZBOuVNbGYZ9TugX-7ZJ5Q8R97oA7WmA2PQ__Vw
https://www.intofilm.org/news-and-views/articles/feature-home-learning-streaming?fbclid=IwAR1ktEFO4bM0vvxBFnuqQweO_H27xhkpJ5LqvrFKGGeZNdlN-Zxju0Yb8zY
https://fredsteachingreading.wordpress.com/resources/
https://www.talk4writing.com/home-school-units/?fbclid=IwAR2K0Sk4l8roIbREKLi9YNkUU_xcfEaGiSacnthibvFD8ofunv2QSxwwhwg
https://open.spotify.com/show/38GYlvdwZT34WLaywvfFiS?fbclid=IwAR3cLC9z77zge8-OJhMw6mMGQvHARqfxqxCOccEsXlqZpTvhFKsTt0qbIks
https://www.literacyshedplus.com/en-gb/browse/free-resources/reading-comprehension-plus?fbclid=IwAR2pbQSuL7-LSAah2B0RppwXU3m6U8YxvqUkWj4GQ9qRMZvi9wQ15wVOB9c
https://thehappynewspaper.com/?fbclid=IwAR1VE9Kok4DFckajENA2VrQxF9xV6K1qhWT_ywOSt8LbXscLSskVoA3Sze4
https://www.literacyshed.com/home.html
https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/scarf-in-scotland
https://www.thinglink.com/card/1316005438709301250?fbclid=IwAR0syBeWxY4jif-cRMuI3VIM7xoH4gVHHsQU10Y7NTaWGrtrupdRU0-6oYQ
https://prezi.com/p/pug2ned5r0nm/health-and-wellbeing-january-2021/?present=1&fbclid=IwAR3DHLt1MQpsY_hOPTBpocLvl_Z8XmTM_-jz2OmhII1oMwJ6x_Uxxyh4m74
https://www.thenational.academy/?fbclid=IwAR14tjeFMu5S3WKdzAo1kSx2hAzv2GAk6Snp68pc4B83eIjX6Jd7UyC6juQ
https://healthyschools.scot/
https://www.nhsggc.org.uk/media/262095/resources-for-schools.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1ZolwpugHcPm7v7ZZcvV0g4UXpWCg-L0UhxcLt-yew6I_WO-qhr0XlngY


#DrawWithRob — Rob Biddulph 

Colour Block of Teaching (canva.com) 

ICT 

Primary computing resources | STEM 

Social Subjects 

Our Planet | Resources for Schools and Young People 

Search Results for “Attenborough” – Father Reading Every Day (wordpress.com) 

Our Planet Educational Resources | WWF 

Music 

Tutorial with Mr McNulty - YouTube 

Science 

GCSE Home School Activities - Google Drive 

STEM with Mr N - YouTube 

Big Garden Birdwatch | Join the fun - The RSPB 

Earth LIVE Lessons - YouTube 

Primary | STEM 

Primary science resource packages | STEM 

 

General 

Second Level Home Learning (thinglink.com) 

Morning Challenges & Start of the Day Activities for Primary Schools 

Mr_Minchin - YouTube 

ThingLink 

SOFT STARTERS 2020 by Kate Brandwood on Prezi Next 

Free Stock Videos, Download Royalty Free Videos - Mixkit 

Learning tools and flashcards - for free! | Quizlet 

AQUILA Resources - Aquila Children's Magazine 

Escape Room Puzzles | Escape From Home 

Digital Learning in 2021 - We're Ready When You Are (twinkl.co.uk) 

Primary Homework Help | Online Games For Kids - BBC Bitesize 

Secondary Homework Help | Online subjects - BBC Bitesize 

 

http://www.robbiddulph.com/draw-with-rob?fbclid=IwAR0qzIYmsvKJDJGLSfnVHF5jzIgX5P-UUkdBS6A1QgQlSf29q9NBhM7ZjMI
https://www.canva.com/design/DAEGlI2w2Go/AMVYn09aWqBk6hkwcZCExg/view?utm_content=DAEGlI2w2Go&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink&fbclid=IwAR09AR9vz13MwYwaKFVI4Km6qX-QfZFmWcYuP8kl2Kh1S-t0fIRsQlj-KPs#42
https://www.stem.org.uk/primary-computing-resources?fbclid=IwAR2Ic4mNWO9B09J1rUCHjZkeCHFq95EXz8mMeHqRBxmtjblYKtmg9QAW9Vs
https://www.ourplanet.com/en/schools-and-youth/?fbclid=IwAR0C5We4fA-T4vzsmT9OvvmNHVB34G2GrdxyDoanpwn2TT2ojX23jEFTm1A
https://fatherreading.wordpress.com/?s=Attenborough&fbclid=IwAR346IQw-3MBNl3uvm0ZHZBOuVNbGYZ9TugX-7ZJ5Q8R97oA7WmA2PQ__Vw
https://www.wwf.org.uk/get-involved/our-planet-youth?fbclid=IwAR2K0Sk4l8roIbREKLi9YNkUU_xcfEaGiSacnthibvFD8ofunv2QSxwwhwg
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=Tutorial+with+Mr+McNulty
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1MvGPHr1bWCUaHBfhL1PcCngFK5X1gC9m?fbclid=IwAR0vv4YTSGH6ZYwqIDl-9Vfcn6eMW1xqvEQThdUiZcQ56cq3AM1OSn_roro
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxziq4omrQP-EKSLilOIPhw?fbclid=IwAR3sRKC-EL9KAeBZGjTii9drekBzXonqoFwMHFG5UojFHLVer2729E9mlLE
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/?fbclid=IwAR1LlR6z-YrDg9tE8HOrw1aCWmjoI9MFipy-diHZmDDF4FJD__-z7saBQBk
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?reload=9&app=desktop&list=PL1RC8b7npEWTH3J1GJxa3DWmH-4qpsIjg&fbclid=IwAR11ChhkahAm4UpKbDhJGIEBplgpErrozJnJN4ZuyM_pWTqKXegS1jJiNdY
https://www.stem.org.uk/resources/curated-collections/primary-0?fbclid=IwAR1VE9Kok4DFckajENA2VrQxF9xV6K1qhWT_ywOSt8LbXscLSskVoA3Sze4
https://www.stem.org.uk/primary-science?fbclid=IwAR1hauXEgDhtEjpNLDgeK_GiM_ZyKzLCl43QJH5diwL3lIY_XiQv_C6IIJo
https://www.thinglink.com/scene/1399439080353169411?fbclid=IwAR1fGrLdReUNFcLqlq7VzuUZu5bJKQcSTB2wMDpoT1-J_YTC0hbJN7a9r4w
https://www.morningchallenge.co.uk/home
https://www.youtube.com/user/beminchin22?fbclid=IwAR3bLyNS3cnK_HrphK3K8G_oIaKWoTrGMi4GDWulpjQTPrD3JXa7gL1wMmM
https://www.thinglink.com/card/1327669670727122947?fbclid=IwAR2FGXURlBj1-PxEPh-saXvZTRYxtd-LpmfykSHB3R5qXRlL4d-7ge1HJ3s
https://prezi.com/view/wXz4TektR6CaWdARW8KP/?fbclid=IwAR1MIzTdQnSCZXbtyFKtb-b_yymJbw9NepvPZdjkBVxtlG0N5AEER_7pxZ4
https://mixkit.co/free-stock-video/?fbclid=IwAR29VDQ1ZUkGLRfrq-WMfenpMAgECSbmM3y-M7WgvOGpxHYPeOhpRr4Pvqw
https://quizlet.com/en-gb
https://www.aquila.co.uk/aquila-resources/?fbclid=IwAR29VDQ1ZUkGLRfrq-WMfenpMAgECSbmM3y-M7WgvOGpxHYPeOhpRr4Pvqw
https://www.escapefromhome.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR29n29vkBMsfcyf-eInB4ta4mj95MDzcINcAnWSidpux4w2xCXJEbnNyQw
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/blog/digital-learning-in-2021-were-ready-when-you-are-22-12-20?fbclid=IwAR1bkcGYTBx0x7C70ea_w8Ywxd34lFlaIjqahmdmr3wlGKTmsmfPI9ru-Zw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/primary?fbclid=IwAR3kxSbIgaGrwgRyqB2E9Qwl6plwBo43ZPOzdBPR38MxZ3vMu2LmxS6gBN0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/secondary?fbclid=IwAR2pbQSuL7-LSAah2B0RppwXU3m6U8YxvqUkWj4GQ9qRMZvi9wQ15wVOB9c


Outdoor Learning 

Outdoor Learning CPD Training & Resources - The Muddy Puddle Teacher 

Home | Love Outdoor Learning - Enhancing Learning Outdoors 

Outdoor learning ideas | Outdoor Lesson ideas | LtL 

 

 

 

https://themuddypuddleteacher.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR0Qcp2JObRkNrUix77E1mFclqKaSRiuGRrR3cya8CHZrcYIJAfYaZRPTXw
https://loveoutdoorlearning.com/?fbclid=IwAR2mpZRwJajp6kBzVAyDyvMTPqphYHl3ICQFdwL1vfomplwgOSztn1WvHME
https://www.ltl.org.uk/free-resources/

