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WELCOME TO OUR FIRST 
NEWSLETTER OF 2020/21

SEASONAL GREETINGS 

In our first Parent Council Newsletter of 
the 2020/21 academic session, on behalf  
of all of the committee members of the 

Parent Council, we should like to extend a 
warm welcome and a huge thank you for 

the generosity of our St. Joseph’s parents in 
supporting our first fundraising initiative 
The Halloween Spooktacular on Friday 

30th October 2020, led by Stacey Hogg 
(Social Secretary) and her team. 

We are delighted to report that this event raised  
£598 profit and was thoroughly enjoyed by all our  

St. Joseph’s children.

We would take this opportunity of reiterating that all 
monies raised by the Parent Council go directly towards 

supporting projects and initiatives which benefit all  
of the pupils within the school, as directed by  

our Head Teacher.   

▼

CURRENT OFFICE BEARERS 
ELECTED AT THE AGM  
22ND SEPTEMBER 2020

Chair – Mrs. Samantha MacConnell* 
Vice Chair – Ms. Sharon Constable**

Secretary – Ms. Katrina Adams**
Treasurer – Mrs Jackie McHendry*

Vice Treasurer – Mr. Ian Anderson*)
Social Secretary  – Mrs. Stacey Hogg*

Vice Social Secretary  – Mrs. Kirsty MacDiarmid*
Uniform Rep – Ms. Katrina Adams**

(*new appointment **re-election)

▼



INCREASED 
COMMUNICATION VIA  

CLASS WHATSAPP GROUPS

We have sought since the start of term in 
August to improve upon build the quality 

and frequency of our communications with 
parents through our Class Representative 

Whatsapp groups, as well as by email,  
as a way of ensuring that important school 
information is communicated effectively  
to parents. Each class within the school  

has a Representative.

Please see the list below:-
P7A Marie-Claire Mackie, P7B Angelique Duffy
P6A Kirsty Doolin, P6B Kirsty McDiarmid
P5A Nicola Hill, P5B Louise McKean

P4A Emma McConalogue, P4B Fiona Donnelly
P3A Stacey Hogg, P3B Leanne Macklin
P2A Helen Doherty, P2B Jennifer Walker

P1A Julie Flaherty, P1B Samantha MacConnell,
 P1C Kirsty Talbot

▼

UPCOMING DATES 

Upcoming Parent Council Meeting  
Dates 2020/21

Tuesday 24th November 2020 at 7pm 
Tuesday 23rd February 2021 at 7pm

Tuesday 27th April 2021 at 7pm 
Tuesday 15th June 2021 at 7pm

It is proposed due to Coronavirus restrictions  
to hold all of the above meetings via Zoom.  

Reminder notifications of the meeting, a call for 
agenda items and notification of attendance will be 

issued by our Secretary Katrina Adams ahead of each 
meeting, whereupon zoom login details will be 

supplied to all those parents who have indicated  
they wish to engage with the meeting. Please be 

assured that our parent council meetings are open  
to all parents. New parents are warmly welcomed  

and there is no pressure whatsoever to speak  
or volunteer for anything at these meetings;  

we simply welcome greater participation from  
our parent forum. Any questions or queries related  
to parent council meetings should be directed to  

sjpc.pc.sec@gmail.com 

Upcoming Social Committee Meeting 
Dates 2020

Tuesday 1st December 2020 at 7pm

Tuesday 2nd February 2021 at 7pm; &

Again, due to Coronavirus restrictions this meeting  
will take place via Zoom. Please contact Stacey Hogg 
at stjosephspcsocial@gmail.com for log in details  

and any information at all regarding fundraising.  
Please consider contributing and sharing your ideas. 

Everyone is warmly welcomed to attend.

▼



RECENT ACHIEVEMENTS –  
INSTALLATION OF NEW PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT

The past three years of Parent Council fundraising culminated in the installation last  
month of three new pieces of play equipment in our upper playground through  

Scotplay: An Orangutan, Roll n Rope and Monkey Bars. 

Your generosity has covered the costs of this installation, nearly £9,000, for the betterment  
of the experiences all of our children. We hope to be in a position to add to this equipment  

over the next year or so, as detailed below.

▼



GET IN TOUCH 
Please get in touch with any suggestions, ideas, offers 
of help or raffle prizes (which are gratefully received 

throughout the year) via Class Whatsapps or on 
stjosephspcsocial@gmail.com

▼

CHRISTMAS  
EXTRAVAGANZA 

Thursday 17th December 2020  
& P1 Welcome Class  

Zoom Calls Friday 27th November 2020
We are delighted to confirm that we will be supporting our 
Head Teacher financially and physically with her fantastic 

Winter Wonderland Christmas plans for the children, which as 
reported in the school’s November newsletter will include Santa 

with selection box gifts for the children, who will be visiting in  
a special outdoor grotto, along with two of his Reindeer and his 

Sleigh for 5 hours, followed by class parties with games and 
prizes and hot chocolate. We are also beyond thrilled to 

announce to our parents that there will also be a Carousel and 
Roller Coaster for the day and an special wonderland area with 

artificial snow. All of these amazing treats are top secret and  
will make for a fantastic festive day of fun for the children.  

To support all of this Raffle Tickets priced at £5 each for our 
Christmas Hamper Baskets appeal, are on sale now. These can 

be purchased anonymously be bank transfer Sort Code 80 12 88 
Account Number 00316602 St. Joseph’s Parent Council  

with surname and class or by sending in cash in an envelope 
clearly marked. Physical raffle tickets will not be given out  
so all support is anonymous. Two hamper winners per class  
will be drawn on Thursday 17th December 2020. We would  

reiterate that all support is anonymous’. More details on 
purchasing tickets will be issued shortly via Class Whatsapps 

and also by email. There will be 30 Christmas Hampers 
available, 2 to win per class, with all surplus donations going to 
local foodbanks in the area. Lookout for further updates on our 

exciting festive plans for our children this Christmas.

We are also delighted to reports that our belated P1 Welcome 
Night will be going ahead on Friday 27th November 2020 at 

6pm, conducted via 3 separate zoom calls on by our Class 
Representatives, supported by an office bearer. These 30 minute 
class zoom calls will be pirate themed with a treasure hunt and  

a treasure box for each P1 child.  

▼

LOOKING AHEAD  
TO EARLY 2021

It is our intention to offer a suite of Virtual Family 
Events to our St. Joseph’s Family, whilst in person 
events are not safe to deliver due to Coronavirus,  
in order to stay socially engaged as a community.  

More details of what will be offered will be issued in 
the New Year via email and Class Whatsapps. 

Whilst it is not possible for the Social Committee of the 
Parent Council to fundraise in the normal way, we are looking 

at the following routes to raise funds for our children:-

1. Fund Raising Number Squares for initiatives - where we  
will issue out numbers via email and via Whatapp Class Reps, 

with Bank Transfers &/or cash in envelopes.

2. Easy Fundraising - sign up details have been emailed out and 
via Whatsapp Class Reps with information on deal on offer,  

as and when available, when purchasing goods online; &

3. Standing Orders or One Off Bank Payments –  
where families are in a position to do so, Standing Orders for 
£1/£2/£5 or £10 can be set up, completely anonymously and 

only where families are able to do so, to support our fundraising 
on an ongoing basis, whilst Coronavirous restrictions present  

us fundraising in our preferred ways, with Fayres,  
Ladies Night, in person Quiz Nights & Race Nights.  

It is our hope that families who can afford to do so will  
start to support us in this way from December onwards.  

Sort Code 80 12 88 Account Number 00316602  
St. Joseph’s Parent Council

The additional Trim Trail Playground Equipment  
which we are target raising funds to provide totals  

£10,200 and includes:-

Senior Playground
1. Scramble Climber and 12 Grass Mats £1,909.29

2. Swing Mat with Grass Mats £1,602.94; &
(All carriage and removal from site £550.00)

Infant Playground
1. Embankment net 1.96 x 5m with 12 Grass Mats £3,553.45 &

2. Playship with Grass Mats £2,558.80

Other items which usually arise annual, and may do so later 
in 2021 depending upon Coronavirus restrictions applicable 

at that time are;- 

1. Buses for trips, swimming, high school visits £3,000;

2. Wild Week, school equipment as directed by the HT,  
can vary from £200-£2,000: &

3. P1 Welcome Nights, First Holy Communions, St. Joseph’s 
Day, Halloween, Easter and P7 Leavers Disco, all require  

Parent Council financial support.

We are therefore targeting a sum of £15,000, if possible,  
by the end of summer 2021

▼


