S1 Science             Biodiversity            Homework Sheet

The Extinction of the Dodo

[image: image1.wmf]The dodo is a famous example of an extinct animal. This flightless bird was first discovered around 1600, when sailors first landed on the island of Mauritius. For many years the dodo had lived an easy life, roaming the forests of the island where there was plenty of food and shelter for nesting. Because the dodo was one of the largest animals on the island, there were no natural predators hunting it. When sailors landed on Mauritius they began to hunt the dodo for food. However as well as the sailors hunting the dodo, cats and rats which lived on the ships came onto the island and also began to hunt the dodo. The dodo was an easy bird to catch and very quickly the population became very small. As well as looking for food, the sailors also looked for wood to repair their ships. The sailors chopped down the trees from the forests on the island. The forests gradually became smaller, and as the forests shrank the population of dodos became smaller and smaller until the last dodo was seen in 1680.
1. Give two reasons why life on Mauritius was easy for the dodo.


(2)
2. Why did the sailors hunt the dodo?






(1)
3. Suggest a reason why the passage says “The dodo was an easy bird
        to catch…”










(1)
4. Apart form hunting, what else did the sailors do that affected the dodos?
(1)
5. How long did it take for the dodo to become extinct?



(1)
6. The table below give information on the number of dodos over eighty years.
a.  Plot a line graph of the information on graph paper

(1)

b. Label the axis and put in the scales



(2)

.




	Year
	Number of Dodos

	1600
	4000

	1610
	3500

	1620
	3000

	1630
	2500

	1640
	2000

	1650
	1500

	1660
	1000

	1670
	500

	1680
	0


There were 3500 dodos in 1610 and 2050 in 1630.





c.What was the population decrease?	(1)





d.Calculate the percentage decrease?	(1)











