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CONTEXT 1: INTRODUCTION
Context – this basically refers to what is round about a word or phrase in the passage. Context questions ask you for the definition of a word or phrase. You then have to quote from round about the word/phrase and explain how the words you have quoted helped you understand what it meant.

Wording Of Context Questions 
Specific
Supply a definition for            and explain how the context helped you arrive at its meaning. 

Explain how the context helped you arrive at the meaning of …                  

How do lines 1-3 help you arrive at the meaning of…


Things to Remember

· Underline or highlight the word/phrase in the passage to help you focus on the words immediately before and after it.

· Make sure that you explain how the words you quote actually connect to the definition you have provided.

· You should have one sentence providing the definition.

· Then you should have a sentence with the quotation and an explanation of how what you have quoted helped you arrive at the definition you have provided.

CONTEXT 2: GOOD AND BAD EXAMPLES

Explain how the context helped you arrive at the meaning of “insubordination” in line 43 (2)
Good Response

The word “insubordination” means not following the orders given to you by someone in a position of authority or command over you.
The words “loved to display his rebellion” helped me arrive at this meaning because it suggests that the soldier likes to rebel against his commanding officers and, therefore, it suggests that “insubordination” involves not doing what they told him.
Bad Response

The soldier obviously likes showing off in front of his friends and messes around on a regular basis so he mustn’t like the officers much.

Bad Response

The word means to have a laugh because the soldier is always having fun and messing around.

Bad Response

The context helped me guess that “insubordination” is not doing what your officers tell you to do.

CONTEXT 3: PRACTICE QUESTIONS

1. The audience became increasingly restless. His verbosity had reduced many of them to looking at their watches as he went on and on and on and on.

Supply a definition for “verbosity” and explain how the context helped you arrive at its meaning. (2)

2. He was exhausted by the time they crossed the Alps. As he lay in his tent, day after day, it became increasingly obvious that attempts to revivify him would need to follow a lengthy period of recuperation.

Explain how the context helped you arrive at the meaning of “revivify”. (2) 
3. But it was also, decisively, the century of woman’s emancipation. It was the century when the majority of us – at least across the economically developed world – began to win the education, the legal status, the voting rights, the growing economic power and the control  over our own fertility, that would free us from our 4,000-year status as “the second sex”…

Explain how the context helped you arrive at the meaning of “emancipation”. (2)

4. In a sense, our whole society has become hyper-masculinised, with a generation of young professional women in spiky haircuts and severe suits outbidding even the most competitive of men for aggression, abrasiveness and control-freakery… 

How do lines 1-4 help you understand what is meant by “hyper-masculinity”? (2)

5.
Even now it is assumed that a woman should work, earn her own money and live independently, you will always find newspapers that are ready to berate women when they stray into unmannerly behaviour, whether it’s a TV presenter sunbathing topless or a reality TV show contestant who admits to getting legless most weekends.
How does the context help you understand the meaning of the word “berate”? (2)

6.
It might; but it would also constitute too great an intrusion on liberty for the gain in equity and efficiency it might (or might not) represent. Society has a legitimate interest in fat, because fat and thin people both pay for it. But it also has a legitimate interest in not having the government stick its nose too far into the private sphere. If people want to eat their way to grossness and an early grave, let them.
How do lines 1-6 help you understand what the writer means by “intrusion on liberty”? (2)

