
The Role and Responsibilities of the PROPS MASTER:

1. Read play and make notes on setting, themes, message, mood/atmosphere, characters and style

2. Research setting and style and create initial designs/sketches

3. Source and create props that support directorial interpretation particularly in terms of period, style and size.
4. Ensure props are practical and can be used as intended. 

5. Lay props table and pre- set props. Ensure that actors know where to collect props and how to use them

1. Read your extract/ stage directions from the point of view of the props master. Answer the following questions. 
These are the types of questions a props master should consider when they are reading a play for the first time with a view to interpreting it to design, create, build and provide props for the play.

a. A personal prop is a prop which is used only by one actor to define character and/or may be necessary to define their character or for the action of the scene for example a teddy bear or a mobile phone. This may also include items of costume that may be removed such as a hat or scarf.
Having re-read the extract, particularly the stage directions, can you think of one personal prop that each character may have?


b. A handheld prop is an item that can be used physically by any one of the actors and is central to the action of the play. This would be a prop that could be passed from actor to actor and used practically within the scene for example a torch or a prop baby.
Having re-read the extract, particularly the stage directions, can you think of one or two handheld props that could be used by more than one actor in this scene?

c. Pre-set props and set dressing. PRE-SET PROPS - are placed on the set either before the performance begins or between scenes. These props will be used by the actors at some point in the action. They are ‘pre-set’ on the stage by the props master or stage crew and have to be in place at a set time in a set place, such as the gun in the drawer or the house phone on the table.  
SET DRESSING- These props may be present on set simply to create a sense of realism or period (e.g. a gramophone). Set props that are used to enhance the set in this way contribute to the visual impact of the set design (this is called dressing the set). These props are only there for visual purposes and are not used by the actors, for instance crockery on a sideboard in a country house.
Having re-read the extract, particularly the stage directions, can you think of three pre-set props or items of set dressing that could be used in this scene? You could include any items of decoration or soft furnishings such as a mantelpiece clock, cushions or candle sticks but not items of furniture – those  are classed as SET.


d. Once they have considered all of the props in a scene the props master will then compile a list of each of their props.  List your props below under the appropriate heading:

Personal props

Handheld Props
    Pre-Set/set dressing

2. Research the time period and evacuees, including the type of items that an evacuee child may have needed or been given. Researching “Operation Pied Piper evacuee pack/list” may be a good start.
a. What website did you use?


b. What did you find out in terms of prop and the items that the children may have carried whilst being evacuated?


c. Please now add additional props to your props list now that you have done your research. Also add anything else you have decided would be a good idea USE YOUR IMAGINATION!!!
3. Look at the example props table in the textbook chapter. Now complete a props table for the opening scene of your play. This must be organised and all items clearly marked. It is a very important task as it is where the props master can ensure everything is in the correct place/ ready for the production and where the actors know they should collect/ return props to.
If you are completing this booklet online then you can copy and paste images onto the table from an image search or use the ‘Insert – shapes’ function on the toolbar above to give an outline of the object and type what it is inside the outline.

It is also sufficient to draw this on paper and give to your teacher when we return to school.

Props Table



TYPE YOUR NAME HERE





Billy-





Hughie –





Morag - 
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Handheld Props


















































Pre-set props/set dressing
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