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1.1 Responding to stimuli, including text, to generate ideas for a production

1.2 Applying a range of production skills to communicate ideas
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1.1
Responding to stimuli and generating ideas for a production   

1.2     Exploring production skills to communicate ideas
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1.1 Exploring basic production skills

1.2 Using basic production skills to communicate ideas

PRODUCTION SKILLS

The Roles and Responsibilities of the Theatre Production Team.

The Role is the job a person does within the theatre production team.

Their responsibilities are the tasks associated with their particular role (the job they do)

To successfully attain this unit you must undertake a number of written and practical tasks which will allow you to explore the roles and responsibilities of each member of the theatre production team.

The tasks in this booklet will help you understand and explore the role and responsibilities of each theatre production area.

Task: You will use the opening page of a script (“Shanghaied” by Liz Lochead)  as your stimulus and begin to take on the role and responsibilities of each theatre production team member:

· Director
· Actor
· Set Designer
· Props Master (and set dressing)
· Lighting Designer
· Sound Designer
· Costume Designer
· Make-up and hair designer
· Stage Manager
The Role and Responsibilities of the DIRECTOR:

These are the main roles and responsibilities of the director:

1. To be in overall charge of the process of interpreting a script in terms of setting; style; main themes and issues; character mood/atmosphere and message.  Director must take responsibility for the presentation of those ideas.

2. Audition and cast the play

3. Block the play and support actors with their characterisation.

4. Oversee all technical elements such as set; lighting; sound; costume, etc

5. Ensure that the production is an effective piece of theatre that is ready to present to a paying audience.

Please complete the following tasks. This should help you gain an understanding of the practical work carried out by the different theatre production team members:

1. The director is in overall charge and must interpret and consider many areas of the script. Read the script and consider the following areas to help you with your interpretation of the script with the view to it becoming a live theatrical production.

a. Where is the scene set? Provide a quote – either a line of dialogue or a stage direction to justify your answer: 


b. When is the scene set? Provide a quote to justify your answer: 


c. What style do you think the production would have – naturalistic (realistic like everyday life) or abstract (non-naturalistic or stylised in some way). 

d. Why do you think that the style of the play is naturalistic/realistic or non-naturalistic/stylised/abstract?


e. Now give any information you can find on the characters with justification from the text (age, personality, relationships, purpose etc.)  
 e.g. Billy is a young evacuee who has been evacuated from the town to the countryside with his younger sister Morag.  He is ten and is trying to be brave. Although he can seem a little bossy or controlling in a stage direction it says Billy can be ‘magnanimous’: Generous or forgiving, especially towards a rival or less powerful person.

f. The Mood/Atmosphere you would want to create with justification. How do the characters FEEL during the extract and what type of atmosphere do you think this would create for the audience. 

2. The director must hold auditions and cast the play. 

a. Consider what you have said about character and identify what you think an actor would be able to do effectively to play each character well. Think about personality, age, voice and movement.




b) A director can simply get an actor to read lines from the play to see what they would be like. This can be done with an individual actor or with a few to see how they would interact and work with others in terms of character relationships and stage chemistry. However, a director could plan a workshop to work with actors to see how well they’d play the characters: this is a different way to audition and is often a much more creative way of exploring characters. Can you think of and games or tasks such as improvisations that you, as a director, could ask actors to do to find out if they were the right actor to be cast in the part?
Idea for a game you could play with the actors (why would it help you cast the correct actor for the part?):

Idea for an improvisation (why would it help you cast the correct actor for the part?): 

e.g. I would ask the actors to improvise a scene in the school playground before evacuation to see how they would interact with their friends and their personality, status and relationships in a little more detail.

3. A director must plan to block the play and support the actors with their characterisation.  They must plan out their ideas for characterisation paying full attention to the desired voice and movement techniques they’d want their actors to use.

a. Please complete the following to describe how, as a director, you would direct the actors for the first page of the script.

TYPE YOUR NAME HERE





TYPE YOUR ANSWER HERE





TYPE YOUR ANSWER HERE





TYPE YOUR ANSWER HERE





TYPE YOUR ANSWER HERE





Billy –








Morag – 








Hughie - 























TYPE YOUR ANSWER HERE





E.G. BILLY - The actor playing Billy would need to be able to play a ten year old boy.  He should be taller than the actors playing Morag and Hughie.  He needs to be able to use more childlike voice and movement techniques but also be able to play a young boy who is scared but is pretending to be brave.





MORAG





HUGHIE





TYPE YOUR ANSWER HERE





TYPE YOUR ANSWER HERE





At the beginning of the extract the actors would enter from/be positioned onstage….








Their body language should be….








Their facial expression and posture would be…








When the actors move around the stage they should use gait, tread, pace and proxemics by…








When they deliver their first lines they should use the following vocal techniques:





Hughie would say “Jings!” with a…








Morag would say “Mammydaddy.” with a …








Billy would say “Shut your face, Morag.” with a…
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