Equalities Forum – Minute of Meeting on 20/9/12

Isobel Mair School  4pm

1. Welcome 

Councillor Elaine Green, Convener for Education and Equalities, welcomed all present to the forum. 

This was the first meeting of the Equalities Forum for school equalities coordinators and parent equalities representatives.

2. Introduction
Maureen Sneddon (QIO with responsibility for equalities) explained the rationale for changing the focus of the forum, which is based on the responses from the recent minority ethnic parent consultation about the nature and purpose of the forum.
3. Isobel Mair MELA showcase
Ursula Scrimgeour (PT at Isobel Mair School) spoke about the school’s recent MELA. The festival of world music, dance, food and culture took place in the Isobel Mair School and included the making of a short DVD capturing the main highlights of the festival.
It is intended to include a short showcase of excellent practice in the area of equalities from various establishments at each forum.

4. Discussion Activity
· How, as a school/parent representative for equalities, can you encourage your parent council to address equalities issues?

· What do you think are the main equalities issues to be addressed?

Feedback on the discussion–

· Equalities should regularly feature on the agenda of parent council meetings.
· Schools and the education department should be mindful of possible language barriers and where possible ensure that efforts are made to overcome these – eg. information available in Urdu, Polish etc.as appropriate.
· Schools should ensure a proactive approach to equalities.
5. Racial Monitoring returns
MS presented detail about the nature of how schools are asked to make returns on racial incidents in December and June each session and how these are monitored. Generally the numbers recorded in the returns are low. However, the department follows up schools where numbers are higher or lower than would be expected.

(Please note: The slide which MS used giving detail on the breakdown of the returns is attached with this minute and has been amended to take account of the typing error which stated that returns from primaries were 23 and should have said 32.)
6. Next Meeting
The date of the next Equalities Forum is 10 January 2013 in Braidbar PS and the time, agreed by those present, is 6pm

