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Eco-Friendly

We are an Eco-Friendly school.  One of our targets is to reduce the amount of paper used in school.  We do this by reducing the number of letters sent home and opt for emails instead.  If you haven’t already done so, please send in your email address to the school office.  The Parent Council may also contact you via email, if you do not wish the school to pass on your details, please let us know.

We also display school information on our website.  The website will be updated in the next few weeks, as some of the information refers to last session.  Please take the time to log on and have a look.  The address is www.ea.e-renfrew.sch.uk/giffnock and www.ea.e-renfrew.sch.uk/robslee
Homework 
An information leaflet for parents which the Homework working group devised last session will be issued shortly. The children in Primary 1 to 7 will be receiving regular homework based on their class learning.  At the start of the term to help all our children settle into their new classes and get to know their new classmates we have an Identity Collage project.
To access further information on homework parents can log onto the following:-https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/er/Giffnock/ or https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/er/Robslee/ by clicking the tab for Parents. You will find the parental reading guide prompt, homework working party newsletter and the updated homework guidelines online.
This session we plan to hold a homework drop in for parents during Meet the Teacher evening.
Local Improvement Plan 
Please find below a link to the electronic version of the Council’s Local Improvement Plan 2013 – 2016. 

East Renfrewshire Education Department Local Improvement Plan 2013 – 2016
Holidays & Inservice Days

September Weekend:

Fri 27 & Mon 30 September 2013
October Week:

             Mon 14 to Fri 18 October 2013
Christmas:


Mon 23 December to Fri 3 January 2014
February break:

Mon 10 & Tue 11 February 2014
Easter:



Mon 7 to Mon 21 April 2014
May Weekend (1):

Mon 5 May 2014
May Weekend (2):

Fri. 23 & Mon 26 May 2014
Summer Holiday:

School closes Wed 25 June 2014
Inservice Days:


Fri 11 October 2013, Fri 7 February 2014




and Tue 27 May 2014
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School News
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Newsletter

August 2013
Dear Parents
Welcome back to a new session and a special welcome to all new children, parents and teachers. I hope everyone has had an enjoyable summer and been able to take advantage of the lovely weather. 
Expectations and Standards




I am delighted to see so many children wearing their uniform on their return to school.  As a health promoting school we encourage our pupils to be active outdoors at break times, it is therefore important that pupils come to school with appropriate outdoor jackets and footwear to cope with the Scottish climate! Thank you for your continued support with this. 

School Events 
Miss Rawley is currently fine tuning the details of our annual programme for whole school assemblies.  As always, we are keen that you come along and share your child’s learning.  Our Year Calendar, detailing important dates throughout the school session, is in the process of being finalised and will be posted on the school website in the next few weeks.  The school newsletter will also remind parents of forthcoming events.
Parent Council
The first meeting of the new session will take place on Monday 2nd September at 7pm in Giffnock Primary School. 
Staffing 
We welcome a few new members of staff across both buildings this year. 

There will be an opportunity to visit your child’s class and meet their teacher during our ‘Meet the Teacher’ evening.  This event will take place on Thursday 19th September between 5.30 – 6.30 p.m. (Nursery – Primary 3) and 6.00 – 7.00 p.m. (Primary 4-7).  
Please find below a staff list:

Nursery:      Mrs. Bradley (a.m.)/Miss Bruce (p.m.)
Primary 1a: Miss Caughey

Primary 1b:  Miss Kennedy



Primary 2a: Mrs Allaway (Mon, Tue & alt Wed) Mrs Horrocks (alt Wed, Thu & Fri)




Primary 2b:  Mrs. Russell
Primary 3a:  Miss Pirret (Mon, Tue, Wed & Fri) Mrs Brown (Thu)

Primary 3b:  Miss Stead
Primary 4a:  Mrs Taylor


Primary 4b:  Mrs. Fraser
Primary 5:    Mrs McNally

Primary 5a:  Mr. Thomson
Primary 5b:  Miss Kaur (Mon, Wed, Thu & Fri) Mrs McLaughlin (Tue)
Primary 6:    Mrs. Hale (Mon, Tue, Wed) Mrs Sibille (Thu & Fri)

Primary 6a:  Mr Kidd (Mon, Tue, Wed & Fri) Mrs Carney (Thu)


Primary 6b:  Mr. Mayer

Primary 7:    Miss Sumner (Mon, Wed, Thu & Fri) Mrs Livingstone (Tue)

Primary 7a:  Mr McNeill 
 
Primary 7b: Miss Mitchell
Please note that your children will work with a host of teachers as the year progresses.  These include:

Mrs. MacDonald, Mrs. Carney, Mrs. MacLeod, Miss Bruce, Mrs Bradley, Miss Carter, Mrs. McLaughlin, Mrs. Sibille and Ms Eddie
Mrs Caroline Gilhespie 

Caroline requested her thanks be passed on to pupils, parents and colleagues for the many good wishes, cards and gifts received on her recent retirement. 
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 Sports/P.E. 
Children’s fitness is considered not only important for their physical wellbeing but also their mental wellbeing. Children will have 2 hours of PE each week.  Please note that no jewellery (for safety reasons) should be worn during P.E. lessons.  
NB Volunteers interested in taking or assisting with after school activities are most welcome and should contact the school office to leave details.
Lost Property
There is a large quantity of unclaimed property. This will be available in the brown hall of our Giffnock Campus and the foyer in our Robslee Campus during week beginning 26th August.  Please take time to have a look and reclaim any belongings. May I also remind you to ensure all items of equipment and clothing are clearly labelled.
Toy Fund 
The nursery operates a donation scheme ‘toy fund’.  This fund helps meet the costs of the extra special activities your child takes part in during nursery, for example outings, baking, Christmas gifts, shows, etc.  We ask parents to donate £2.00 per week towards this fund. 
Please remember if you have any concerns, queries or compliments please do not hesitate in contacting me at the school.

Yours sincerely,
Pauline Ferguson
Acting Head Teacher[image: image3.emf]
