The United School

Partners in Reading

Home Reading 
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A guide for parents and Carers
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Reading

Children need to be able to read to access all areas of learning and indeed life.  It is the cornerstone of our Language programme.  Reading skills are taught from nursery to primary 7.  This leaflet provides you with key information to help make the process as appealing as possible to both you and your child.  We have recently developed reading homework to support this learning.  

Reading Resources

We have developed various ways for you to share and practice reading at home.  These include:

· Core Resources
· Storysacks & Rhymebags
· Families Reading Together
· Novels
· Lending Libraries
Storysacks & Rhymebags

Our Nursery children enjoy the written word from the moment they join Giffnock.  Specially designed bags are made available to all children.  These bags include a story or rhyme, a related game and/or soft toy, a CD of the story / rhyme and other activities specially designed to allow you to work with your child at home.  These Storysacks & Rhymebags are also available in other languages.  Qudsia Khan, our bilingual assistant, can provide further information.

[image: image3.wmf]
Families Reading Together – Primary 1 – 3.

Children in primary 1 to 3 borrow a book weekly from our Families Reading Together boxes.  They take home and share their story with their parents.  A short evaluation / comment is recorded by the child.
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At Giffnock and Robslee we use a range of published materials as our teaching resources.  These include Storyworld, Oxford Reading Tree, Rigby Star, Literacy World, Kingscourt and Literacy Evolve.  The books have all been assessed and banded according to text difficulty.  Your children are also continually assessed, allowing us to match their reading ability to the text they are reading in class.  

Reading at home (Primary 1 and 2)

When your children are developing their reading skills, they rely heavily on their phonic knowledge (sounds), their skill at blending sounds and familiar words (tricky) that they know the look of.  Using this knowledge and skill, your children begin to ‘read’ the text.  The class teacher carefully monitors to ensure your child is ‘reading’ and not ‘memorising’.  Young children, especially, become very good at learning their whole book off by heart – without even looking at the words!  It is important that the children learn to ‘read’ the text and not simply memorise, as this can lead to difficulties later when they face more challenging texts.  It is for this reason that the class teacher sends home the children’s reading book once they are secure.  This allows the children to showcase their reading at home and make it a positive experience.  From time to time, your child will bring home a book that they haven’t read before, this book is of the same level of difficulty as their class reader.  Your children should be able to use their reading skills to ‘read’ for you.  At the same time as reading the text the children will be developing their comprehension skills.  They will be asked to retell the story, talk about the character, compare to their own personal experience, put events in sequence etc.  Answering and asking questions are key comprehension skills.  

Reading at home (Primary 3 to 7)

As children’s ability to read develops, we try to widen the selection of reading materials we have available for them.  The school has a wide range of novels by well-known authors.  These novels have been leveled according to Curriculum for Excellence (i.e. first, second and third level).  The teacher selects a novel according to the child’s reading ability. The children will take the novel home as their ‘home reader’.  This provides the children with ‘unseen’ text.  It is key that children have opportunities to reading unfamiliar texts and develop this essential skill.  It is hoped that the use of well known novels and focusing on established authors will also encourage your child to read books of a similar genre or by the same author.  Follow up reading tasks will be set on a weekly basis, along with designated pages/ chapter of the book to read.  The tasks will focus on improving your child’s comprehension skills.  They will be asked key questions - literal, inferential and evaluative.  We encourage the children to be ‘text detectives’ and go back to text to find the answer. 
[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf][image: image7.wmf]
[image: image8.wmf]


Texts
Curriculum for Excellence talks about children having access to a range of texts, not just the traditional book.   In school, we are building our resources to ensure that your children have access to the different types of text outlined below:

	Examples of texts

	novels, short stories, plays, poems

reference texts

the spoken word

charts, maps, graphs and timetables

advertisements, promotional leaflets

comics, newspapers and magazines

CVs, letters and emails

films, games and TV programmes

labels, signs and posters

recipes, manuals and instructions

reports and reviews

text messages, blogs and social networking sites

web pages, catalogues and directories


It is for this reason that your child may not always get a ‘book’ home, they may get an extract from a web page, a poster, timetable, etc and asked to read.
Other reading homework

As well as reading aloud and comprehension, your child may also be asked to develop knowledge about language skills.  these skills include grammar, punctuation and sentence structure.  These ‘tools for reading’ support your child with their understanding of texts and the choices the authors make.  It also enables them to make a link between what they read and what they write.

Library 

Our class libraries and school library offers a range of good quality fiction and non-fiction books.  Children are encouraged to use the library to select reading material for their regular EPIC – R time!    Three times a week your child will be encouraged to read in school for enjoyment.  This involves your child either selecting a text from the class/school library or bringing one in from home.  The children call this EPIC – R time!  This stands for Every Person In Class – Reading!

We also encourage the children to attend Giffnock Library during their free time.

What to do when your child comes home with their reading book?

You will need to:

· Read some of the book to them / with them

· Have fun sharing their book 

· Take some time to talk to them about their book

· Always give lots of praise

Before you read you may like:
· Read through the story yourself first.  (It’s a big help if you know the story well … it helps you to lead up to the exciting bits and encourage joining in).

· Decide (even practise) the bits to read like a giant or ant.

· Decide good places to stop and ask; “What do you think will happen next?”

· Decide which pictures to stop and talk about.

During the reading:
· Show your enjoyment … laugh, smile, look scared, look sad, sound excited, etc.

· Run your finger along the line under the words as you read.

· Invite the child to turn the pages over … you may need to guide their hand first.

· Talk about the pictures … “Can you see the wolf hiding?”

If your child gets stuck or misreads a word…

· Ask them to look at the first letter of the word

· Encourage sounding out each letter to build the word and blend the sounds together 

· Ask them to look at the picture for clues

· Ask them to miss the word out and read to the end of the sentence.  Then go back to the beginning of the sentence and make a guess.  They could use the first letter of the word to help them

· Ask them to look for any words they might know

· Ask them to think about the story

· Ask them to look for patterns in words eg ing, -ed, ight
If they still do not know, then tell them the word.  You can go back later to reread the tricky bit.  Try to keep the story flowing so you can both enjoy reading together.  It is more important for your child to know what the book is about, rather than read every word correctly.

Try to be positive and praise your child for their effort and achievement, even if they do not read the whole book fluently!
After reading:
· Talk about similar experiences your child might have had.  “Do you remember when you …” “It’s just like when you …”

· Talk about the story afterwards.  “Which bit did you like?”  “Wasn’t it funny when …”

If you child enjoyed the story:
· Read it again 

· Find another in the series

· Find another by the same author

· Find another on the same topic

Books read to children can help enrich and extend these.  As well as the ‘book language’ children learn at this time, those who are read to regularly, develop a positive attitude to and a love for reading.  This positive feel and love of books is a powerful incentive to children to learn to read for themselves … which after all is what we really want.
A few pointers

· Find an appropriate place to read or listen with your child.

· Read the book first and ask them to join in when they feel comfortable.

· If the story is quite long, read it in installments.  

· Ask questions which ensure that your child understands what they are reading.

· Talk about how the story is developing.

· Encourage your child to develop an opinion about the story – discuss their favourite character, interesting parts, plot, etc.

· If it is an information book, ask them what interests them and what they want to find out.

· If they would like to find out more, encourage them to visit the library, or use the Internet.

· Encourage them to read the book again.

· Even older children like to be read to.

· Join the local library

· Buy magazines / newspapers and point out interesting articles.

· Be a good role model; let your children see you reading.

Independent Strategies

When I get stuck on a word in a book,

There are lots of things I can do.

I can do them all, please, by myself;

I don’t need help from you.

I can look at the picture to get a hint.

Or think what the story’s about.

I can “get my mouth ready” to say the first letter.

A kind of “sounding out”.

I can chop up the word into smaller parts,

Like on or ing or ly,
Or find smaller words in compound words

Like raincoat and bumblebee.

I can think of a word that makes sense in that place,

Guess or say “blank” and read on

Until the sentence has reached its end,

Then go back and try these on:

“Does it make sense?”

“Can we say it that way?”

“Does it look right to me?”

Chances are the right word will pop out like the sun

In my own mind, can’t your see?

If I’ve thought of and tried out most of these things

And I still do not know what to doe,

Then I may turn around and ask

For some help to get me through.

By Jill Marie Warner

There are some clues but you have to think!


Skim the text to find the right part.


Think about the question.


Use what you already know.








The Answer isn’t directly in the text.


What do you think or feel?


Think about the questions and use the clues in the text!


Use what you already know!








Answer is right there in the text


Look for key words from the question


Skim text to find these words


Read on and back











