Transition Steering Group

Minutes

23 January 2014
Present:  J. Collins, P. Ferguson, K. Rawley, F. Priest, A. Paterson,               
      V. McClelland, Lindsay Steele and S. Hendry.
Apologies:  G. Frew,T. Mayer, D. Carney and S. Curran
1. &   2. Minutes of the last meeting and Matters Arising.
P Ferguson contacted A. Carling at ERC regarding additional lighting on path. A. Carling advised the cost was in the excess of £10000.        V. McClelland is to raise matter with Councillor Waters at next Community Council or Parent Council meeting.
3. GPS Building Improvements

P.  Ferguson advised that work in the blue gym hall starts the week beginning 27 January 2014: to widen fire exit; install disabled ramp; build additional storage facility.  Alternative arrangements have been made, in discussion with Health & Safety, regarding fire procedures and evacuation measures. P Ferguson to ensure temporary arrangements are shared with all staff and pupils.
Discussion followed around the work between Robslee and OLM. 
P Ferguson updated the group that ERC had advised that work would be likely start before the end of this financial year (March 2014), 
however although work would be starting, there would be no formal ‘breakthrough’ while RPS were occupying the building. A Paterson raised concern over access to grass play area during this period. P Ferguson explained that during inclement weather pupils do not use the grass area and there would be ample room in the other playground areas.

4.  Transition Plan 2013-14 Update
     J Collins shared the Progress Report and explained that it would be sent to Jonathan Moore at the Scottish Government.  It will be made available online to the Parent Forum thereafter. Transition Plans for January are up to date and online now too.
5.  Playground
A.  Paterson asked about developments for the playground.  

P.  Ferguson shared feedback from a recent Playground Development meeting (22 January 2014) involving parents and ERC representatives: D. McNish and A. Percival.  ERC has clarified that all plans need to be drawn up, and works approved by an ERC architect. D. McConville (Parent Architect) will meet with nominated ERC architect to share children’s ideas and designs for zone 6. 
6. House Captains
The previous request by V McClelland with regards to House Captains next session was discussed.  J. Collins explained pupil views had been gathered previously and the children highlighted that the House Systems at Robslee and Giffnock had the same colours.  Parents in attendance expressed their views.  P. Ferguson assured that fairness would be a priority in any decision made.  She shared her plans to discuss the best way ahead with the Pupil Council, current Primary 6 pupils and the House Captains & Vice Captains.
7. Transition Plan 2014 ‘To Do List’
     Uniform 

The Dressing for Excellence Uniform Consultation will take place this term.  An additional question(s) will be asked of the Parent Forum with regards to the uniting of the two schools.  P. Ferguson emphasised her role is to listen and to take views into account.  This will inform the final decision.   The Parent Council has agreed to help devise a questionnaire.  The survey will gain opinion, it is not a vote.  . A meeting to specifically discuss uniform and the piloting of the questionnaires has been organised for Thursday 30 January 2014.
8. A.O.C.B.

· P. Ferguson has offered an informal drop in for pupils until the end of session for pupils to visit her to share their concerns or suggestions.


· Some parents expressed their wish for further discussion on transition information and in particular how the children from Robslee would be grouped once at Giffnock Primary. A detailed discussion ensued. P Ferguson reassured parents that friendship groups and attainment would be taken into account prior to transition. She shared how the Primary 5 and Primary 6 teachers were already planning learning and teaching together.  A. Paterson confirmed that the transition process did work for her child.  

P. Ferguson agreed and stated that she always has the best interests of the children first and foremost.  Pauline shared that she would be available to speak on a 1:1 basis so individuals can express their concerns. J. Collins welcomed the sharing of opinions and expressed assurance that concerns are being listened to.  
P. Ferguson shared that, as before, pupils will meet with their new teacher and class, however until the staffing and placing requests have been confirmed there can be changes up until the last minute.
Date of next meeting:
27/3/14 @ 10:00am in Robslee Primary School
