Steering Group Minutes 10.5.2012

1:30 pm Giffnock Primary School

Present: 
Aileen Paterson, Pauline Ferguson, Tanveer Nabi, Janice Collins, Marie Kelly, Victoria McClelland, Tony Mayer, Fiona Priest, Elaine Newton.
Apologies:
 Elle Steele, Sandra Curran, Dot Cairney, Kirsty Rawley

Group members were advised that Barry McKenna had resigned and welcomed Fiona Priest to the group.
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting
No matters arose from last minutes.
2. Transition Plan Progress
Travel Plan: JC gave out the joint school travel plan.  Safe routes to school maps are to follow.  The launch of the travel plan will follow soon.  Every family to receive the travel plan and a safe routes to school map in leaflet form.
Building work at Giffnock: Work all but complete, some snagging remains.  Tour of school to be done as part of the induction programme.  JC added that due to new nursery provision, the nursery layout/structure will be amended.

Parents and Children: JC discussed that parents and children’s views were sought on the uniform consultation.

Staff: Joint collegiate and staff meetings now take place.  Staff are working very well as a team.  The staff have worked on curriculum design.
Children: P4-6 coming together on 11.5.12 for a theatre production on bullying.  P1 and P2 pupils and all those transferring to Giffnock PS were sent home with ‘Friendship slips’ to assist with the classification of classes for next year.  Children have been very positive about their transition experiences.
3. Transition Plan 2012/13
JC explored what impact this group can have next year.  She asked for ideas as to what the TSG could focus on next year.

AP requested working on keeping ‘traditions’ of both schools but maybe celebrating these traditions ‘together’ e.g assemblies, house systems etc.

VM requested close communication to all parents of any changes, ensure parents get any general information no matter how small, curriculum information evenings, give parents practical information.  Ensure basic information about G.P.S. is given to parents from R.P.S.

4. P2/3 Induction Programme
JC asked group what sort of information parents would like to get from the induction.  Group suggested very basic, practical information.  For example: toilets, playground areas, cashless catering PINs, cafeteria and snack arrangements, lining up etc.  In new session further information on the curriculum.
5.
Uniform Consultation

JC shared with the group some of the comments from parents and children regarding the uniform consultation to change the colour of school polo shirts and sweatshirts.

JC shared her final decision that there would be no change.  Dressing for Excellence will be considered next session.

TN asked ‘What will happen in 2014?  Will it change then?’

JC informed group that no decisions have been taken with regard to 2014 when schools completely merge.  She further informed the group that that will be up to the parent forum to discuss and bring about change.

AP suggested adaptation to Giffnock school badge to incorporate Robslee therefore no need to change in 2014.  JC informed group, that it would be a matter for consideration and the involvement of the children.  AP added that Robslee parents would like a lasting legacy in the 2014 uniform.

VM asked about the P2/3 who are coming to G.P.S. in August, what uniform should they wear?.  JC informed group they should wear G.P.S. uniform and uniform items are stated on G.P.S web-site.
JC confirmed that a newsletter will go out on 14.5.12 informing parents of the the result of uniform consultation and with the appropriate uniform order form.  The P3-P7 R.P.S. pupils will stay in their current uniform.
VM requested that the newsletter should stress that no change to the uniform was a result of both sets of parents and children; that it was an equal decision.

EN offered to take samples of the G.P.S. uniform to the R.P.S. spring fair.

VM requested much more communication to R.P.S parents; she believes parents really do not get enough information.  AP stated that parents receive information through newsletters and have been given opportunities to attend drop-in sessions.  JC suggested there was a need to raise the profile of both parent councils.

6. Date of next meeting:  TSG members to be available at the P2/3 Induction on Wednesday 13 June, 9.30am in Giffnock PS to allow parents an opportunity to meet group members and share their views.
