Nursery

In November we had a visit from the Care Commission and have now received the full report. The report reflects the excellent ongoing practice in our establishment and recognises the hard work of everyone involved. Please take time to read the full report available via the ‘nursery page’ on our school website.
Primary One Registration

Registration of our Primary 1 children for session 2014/15 will take place during the week beginning 13th January. You can register your child any day that week between 1:30pm and 3:30pm and registration will take place in Giffnock campus. Those registering their child will need to bring their current council tax notice, a mortgage statement or rental agreement, your child benefit statement or a bank statement showing your child benefit award and your child’s birth certificate.

Holidays & In-service Days

February break:
             Mon 10 & Tue 11 February 2014
Easter:



Mon 7 to Mon 21 April 2014

May Weekend (1):

Mon 5 May 2014

May Weekend (2):

Fri. 23 & Mon 26 May 2014

Summer Holiday:

School closes Wed 25 June 2014

In-Service Days:


Fri 7 February 2014

and Tue 27 May 2014

Please remember if you have any concerns, queries or compliments please do not hesitate in contacting me at the school or coming along to one of our management team drop ins -  9 – 9.30 a.m. every Thursday (Robslee) and Friday (Giffnock).

Yours sincerely,

Pauline Ferguson 

Pauline Ferguson
Head Teacher
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January 2014

Dear Parents

I hope everyone had an enjoyable holiday. I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our families a very happy 2014. Thank you to all who joined us for our end of term celebrations and contributed to our collection for CHAS. A wonderful total of £ 250 was collected across both campuses.
From around the classes……
Nursery The children have settled in well to their daily routine after the holiday season. We have been enjoying outdoor play, including the mud kitchen; outdoor painting, weaving ribbons to decorate the fence and using the walking bus to walk safely. We continue to develop our skills in different ways, learning new things and working together.
Primary 1 have began their quest to improve the current ‘Nursery Garden' as part of the whole school 'Playground project'. They have created their own ideal garden designs and shared these with the nursery children as they will be working together on this project. Primary One have now decided to transform their class ‘shop’ into a ‘garden centre’ and have been involved in emailing local businesses to raise their awareness of the value of money.
Primary 2 are learning about their 5 senses and are having fun doing lots of different activities. January is a month when we think about Scotland and Rabbie Burns. We have been looking at paintings of Scottish landscapes and are creating our own Highland paintings using colour mixing. In P.E. we are developing movement skills and are creating sequences to different types of music.
Primary 3 have a very busy term ahead! We will be focusing on measurement in maths and are looking forward to learning about fractions and more of our times tables! We have been listening to Peter and the Wolf with Mr Watson and learning about the instruments. We are enjoying learning about Chinese New Year in RME. Primary 3a are particularly excited about this topic because they are preparing to teach the rest of the school all about it at their assembly in a few weeks! 
Primary 4 are excited to be back at school and are looking forward to the exciting projects that are coming up. It is going to be ELECTRIC and we intend to get FIT FOR LIFE ... watch this space!!!

Primary 5 are just starting a topic on the Scottish Wars of Independence and look forward to learning lots of facts about Scottish history and researching the Battle of Bannockburn as we mark the 700th anniversary of that day. This topic provides excellent opportunities for inter-disciplinary learning through Social Subjects, Literacy and problem solving.
Primary 6 have started a new and exciting topic on the Victorians!! So far we have used various timelines to help identify the period in history we are studying and to help identify important events and inventions that took place in Victorian Britain. Next we are going on to study important events in the life of Queen Victoria herself.
Primary 7 are looking forward to the upcoming Burns Supper on Friday 24th January. The pupils have been investigating the life and works of Robert Burns and have been fascinated by his rich and eventful history! Amongst other things, P7a and P7b have been looking at the different events that take place in a Burn Supper and how to write an Immortal Memory speech celebrating the life and times of Scotland’s most famous poet.

Internet Safety
Safe use of the internet is a high priority for all and is emphasised through teaching and learning here in school. Pupils (and/or parents) enter an agreement at the start of each school year. We are aware that many pupils make use of a variety of social media sites out with school and it is the responsibility of the parent/carer to monitor this type of usage. We are planning to run a series of Internet Safety Workshops later this term, however if you have any concerns or would like advice please do not hesitate to contact Christy - Lee McDowall (Campus Cop) at Woodfarm High School  on 577 2699.
Education City Many parents elected to subscribe to this resource to enable pupils to access at home. We will be interested to find out how useful pupils and parents find this. Please look out for your child's password which will be issued this week.
School Handbook

The updated school handbook is now available on the school website.  As well as giving details about our own school the handbook offers links to lots of additional information.  Please take time to have a look.  

Transition Steering Group
The group will meet on Thursday 23rd January.  If you have any issues or comments regarding the coming together of Giffnock and Robslee Primary, please let me know and I will share with the group.
Standardised Testing
All primary schools across East Renfrewshire will carry out tests in Numeracy and Literacy during February in primaries 3, 5 and 7.[image: image2.emf]
