Attendance

If your child is ill and unable to attend school please telephone the school office between 8.30 a.m. and 9.00 a.m. on the first day of their absence.  If we have had no information about your child by 9.30 a.m. the school office will contact you.   I’m aware that these calls can sometimes be scary, especially if your child has arrived a little late, however, we would rather call and get it wrong, than have your child missing.  
When your child returns to school, you should send a letter to the teacher explaining his/her absence.  I know the office may have details from your telephone conversation, however, to maintain your child’s record a letter is required.  

School Log Book

This month we look back to 1933.
· 8th January:  Resumed after holidays.  Attendance in Infant Department still very bad, only about fifty per cent being present in Inf. IV and Inf III.
· 15th January:  Many of the pupils who had contacted measles are back.

· 24th January:  Miss Janet K. Bell (supply no. 21/1581) absent.  Bad throat.  Sent telegram.
Holidays & Inservice Days

February break:


Mon 11 & Tue 12 Feb 2013
Easter:



Fri 29 Mar to Fri 12 April 2013
May Weekend (1):

Mon 6 May 2013

May Weekend (2):

Fri 24 & Mon 27 May 2013
Summer Holiday:

School closes 26 June 2013

Inservice Days:


Fri 12 October 2012




Fri 8 February 2013





Tue 28 May 2013

Please remember if you have any concerns, queries or compliments please do not hesitate in contacting me at the school or coming along to one of our management team drop ins -  9 – 9.30 a.m. every Thursday (Robslee) and Friday (Giffnock).
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Yours truly,

Janice Collins
Head Teacher
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January 2013
Dear Parents

I hope you had a wonderful holiday and wish you a very happy 2013.  The theme of this month’s newsletter is Parental Involvement.  

Parent Tips for January 2013
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Curriculum for Excellence details that it is Scotland's aspiration that every young person becomes a: 

· successful learner who is enthusiastic and keen to learn new things 

· confident individual who believes in themselves 

· responsible citizen who respects others 

· effective contributor who is resilient and enterprising. 

As parents we have similar aspirations for our children. It is also known that when parents are involved in their children's learning, children get on better both in and out of school. Parents are already achieving great things and contributing to these aspirations, sometimes without even realising. Here are a few examples and tips for you this month (January) to help your own children become: ..... 

Successful learners
Listening to your children share their Christmas experiences, I’m aware that a lot of them were very fortunate to receive the latest games machine, iPad, laptop, etc.  Although your children may have their ‘favourite’ game or app, some of your suggestions can be very educational and challenging, but still fun! Take time to find out and enjoy and learn with your children.  Below are a few websites which might help you:
www.bestkidapps.com
www.independent.co.uk › ... › Student Life › Technology & Gaming
The New Year means new calendars. It's a good time to get your children to think about calendars and dates. Make a timeline that includes the birthdays of each member of the family and work out how far apart each one is. Use different units: months, weeks and days, even hours, minutes and seconds. Add other important events, such as a family holiday, and encourage your child to count down to the big day. 

Confident individuals
January is a time for setting new goals and targets.  In class the children have been talking about their learning targets and their New Year resolutions.  Talk to your child about what they want to learn or improve this year.  Share with them how they could achieve their goal!

Responsible citizens
Our children spend a great deal of time focusing on citizenship and respect for others.  While out shopping you could perhaps buy or point out a Fairtrade product and read about it on the back of the packet. While out walking, look at all the different cars on the roads and discuss how much petrol each car consumes according to its size. 

Effective contributors
I know that Christmas is just over, however, your thoughts might well be thinking about your summer holiday. Involve your child in planning a holiday or day out. Set a budget and get them to help calculate the cost of tickets. Your child could even get involved with insurance quotations and, if the trip is to be abroad, with the conversion of currencies. Ask them to draw up a 'ready reckoner' on a postcard so that currency calculations are easier when you are away. 

For parents of children who have just started Nursery or school, the guide Everyday’s A Learning Day, provides valuable advice on how you can stimulate interest and learning.  The guide, along with other useful information can be found on the following website: www.parentzonescotland.gov.uk
School Handbook

The school handbook is now available on the school website.  The handbook has been developed this year, with a view to making it more parent friendly.  Please take time to have a look.  

Parental Involvement

Many thanks to all who took time to complete and return our Homework Questionnaire.  Miss Rawley and a team of parents have collated the results. They will be in touch very soon with details.
Transition Steering Group
The group will meet on Thursday 17th January.  If you have any issues or comments regarding the coming together of Giffnock and Robslee Primary, please let me know and I will share with the group.
Primary One Registration

Registration of our Primary 1 children for session 2013/14 will take place during the week beginning 14th January. You can register your child any day that week between 1:30pm and 3:30pm and registration will take place in Giffnock campus. Those registering their child will need to bring their current council tax notice, a mortgage statement or rental agreement, your child benefit statement or a bank statement showing your child benefit award and your child’s birth certificate.
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