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Experiences and 

Outcomes 

     Encourage your child to....  

Enjoyment & Choice 
I regularly select and read 

listen to or watch texts 

which I enjoy and find 

interesting, and I can 

explain why I prefer 

certain texts and authors. 

Tools 
Through developing my 
knowledge of context 
clues, punctuation, 
grammar and layout, I can 
read unfamiliar texts with 
increasing fluency, 
understanding and 
expression. 
 

Tools 
I can select and use a 
range of strategies and 
resources before I read, 
and as I read, to make 
meaning clear and give 
reasons for my selection. 
 

 
 
 

 

 Read for enjoyment 

 Read for information 

 Explain why they like/dislike a 
story or author 

 Use taught strategies to read 
unknown words eg read to the 
end of the sentence, re-read, 
picture clues 

 Sort alphabetically using 1st,2nd, 
3rd letters 

 Use a dictionary,  thesaurus, 
encyclopaedia  

 Locate information using 
contents, guide words, headings 
etc 

 Self correct confidently using 
story clues, personal experiences 

 Use knowledge about sentence 
structures/grammar appropriately 

 Continue to read familiar and new 
texts confidently with 
understanding 

 Make/change predictions about 
characters, plot, outcomes and 
give evidence from the story 
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Experiences and 

Outcomes 

Encourage your child to....  

 
 

Tools 
I can select and use a 
range of strategies and 
resources before I read, 
and as I read, to make 
meaning clear and give 
reasons for my selection. 
 

Finding & Using 
Information 
Using what I know about 
the features of different 
types of texts, I can find, 
select and sort information 
from a variety of sources 
and use this for different 
purposes. 
 

 

 Read  texts quickly to get a general 
understanding 

 Scan for key words or key information 

 Sequence information by 
chronological order 

 Compare and contrast texts e.g. the 
same news reported in different 
newspapers 

 Make inferences about the text giving 
reasoned  evidence 

 Identify the main idea and the details 
which support this 

 Know the purpose of the text e.g. to 
persuade 

 Identify cause and effect e.g. 
The cause makes the effect happen. 

The tornado caused the roof to fly off 

the building 

 Summarise what has been read orally 

 Summarise by making  relevant 
written notes in own words 

 Mark text to select key words  e.g. 
using highlighters 

 Find, select and organise information 
in many different ways depending on 
the purpose e.g. bullet points, table, 
poster, paragraph... 
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Experiences and 

Outcomes 

Encourage your child to....  

 
 

Finding & Using Information 
I can make notes, organise these 
under suitable headings and use 
these to understand information, 
develop my thinking, explore 
problems and create new texts, 
using my own words as appropriate. 
 

Understanding, Analysing & 
Evaluating 
To show my understanding across 
different areas of learning, I can 
identify and consider the purpose 
and main ideas of my text and use 
supporting detail. 
 

Understanding, Analysing & 
Evaluating 
To show my understanding, I can 
respond to literal, inferential and 
evaluative questions and other close 
reading tasks and can create 
different kinds of questions of my 
own. 
 

Understanding, Analysing & 
Evaluating 
To help me develop an informed 
view, I can identify and explain the 
difference between fact and opinion, 
recognise when I am being 
influenced and have assessed how 
useful and believable my sources 
are. 
 

 

 Make notes with confidence using format 
of choice: mind map, table, lists, chart ... 

 Organise information in a logical order 

 Organise information in a sequential 
order 

 Organise information in a structured 
order 

 To use headings appropriately 

 Use own words and technical words 
correctly 

 Use notes to show understanding of text 
read and to show deeper thinking about 
texts e.g. cross referencing skills 

 Create new texts from notes 

 Identify the different question types 
(Bloom’s Taxonomy – Parent Literacy 
Workshop presentations on school web 
site) 

 Make their own questions using the 
above reference 

 Know fact and opinion 

 Realise the power of persuasive text e.g. 
exaggeration/emotive language 

 Question and compare how reliable and 
truthful sources of evidence may be e.g. 
compare a biography and an 
autobiography of the same person 
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Experiences and 

Outcomes 

Encourage your child to....  

 
 

Understanding, 

Analysing & Evaluating 

I can: 

● discuss structure, 
characterisation and / 
or setting 

● recognise the 
relevance of the 
writer’s theme and how 
this relates to my own 
and others’ 
experiences 

● Discuss the writer’s 
style and other features 
appropriate to genre. 

 

 Discuss and comment on texts 
referring to  

 
Setting 
Plot 
Structure 
Layout 
Genre features 
 

 Discuss characterisation 
 

How Character speaks and what 
he/she says 
How Character thinks  
How  Character behaves  
Character in his/her surroundings  
Others’ reactions toward the 
Character    
 

 Discuss their feelings about the text 
and link to real life situations 
 

 Discuss the writer’s use of language 
 

 Assess their understanding of the text 
and give suggestions on how they can 
improve their reading 

 

 Assess their peers’ understanding of 
the text and give suggestions on how 
they can improve their reading 
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Experiences and 

Outcomes 

     Encourage your child to....  

Enjoyment & Choice 

I enjoy creating texts of my choice 

and I regularly select subject, 

purpose, format and resources to 

suit the needs of my audience. 

 

 

Tools 

I can spell most of the words I need 

to communicate, using spelling rules, 

specialist vocabulary, self-correction 

techniques and a range of 

resources. 

 

 

Tools 

In both short and extended texts, I 

can use appropriate punctuation, 

vary my sentence structures and 

divide my work into paragraphs in a 

way that makes sense to my reader. 

 

 

Tools 

Throughout the writing process, I can 

check that my writing makes sense 

and meets its purpose. 

 

● Select subject, purpose, format and 
resource to create a text and justify 
choice. 

● Apply knowledge of spelling rules to spell 
most words accurately. 

● Understand, use and spell specialist 
vocabulary with increasing accuracy. 

● Use memory strategies to spell unfamiliar 
words. 

● Self-correct spelling using word banks, 
classroom displays, dictionary, thesaurus, 
glossary, spell checker and a variety of 
texts. 

● Punctuate accurately progressing towards 
use of e.g. dash, parenthesis, ellipsis, 
inverted commas, colon, semi-colon, 
apostrophe. 

● Identify and use grammatical structures 
e.g. adverbs, comparative language, 
conjunctions, abbreviations, similes, 
metaphors, alliteration, onomatopoeia, 
personification. 

● Use paragraphs effectively to organise 
ideas, indicate a change or development 
of a character, setting, time or plot. 

● Proof read and self-correct using a variety 
of resources with increasing 
independence. 

● Peer and self evaluate and use feedback 
to revise, edit and improve writing and 
ensure it meets its purpose. 
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Experiences and 

Outcomes 

Encourage your child to....  

 
 

Tools 

I consider the impact that layout and 

presentation will have and can 

combine lettering, graphics and other 

features to engage my reader. 

 

Organising & Using 

Information 

 
I can use my notes and other types 

of writing to help me understand 

information and ideas, explore 

problems, make decisions, generate 

and develop ideas or create new 

text. 

 

I recognise the need to acknowledge 

my sources and can do this 

appropriately. 

 

 

Organising & Using 

Information 

 

By considering the type of text I am 
creating, I can select ideas and 
relevant information, organise these 
in an appropriate way for my 
purpose and use suitable vocabulary 
for my audience. 
 

● Present work appropriately using legible 
and fluent handwriting and / or ICT 
incorporating the features of layout and 
presentation to engage the reader. 

● Select and apply appropriate layout and 
conventions / format features e.g. 
heading, sub-titles, lettering, bullet points, 
numbering, columns, graphics, diagrams, 
fonts to organise ideas, emphasise 
clarity, illustrate meaning and engage the 
reader. 

● Make notes by summarising essential 
details and important ideas or themes: 
o using preferred format; mind map, 

table, flow chart, bulleted list 
o organise in a logical, sequential and 

structured manner 
o under suitable headings 
o using own and technical vocabulary. 

● Use notes to demonstrate understanding 
of information and ideas, explore 
problems, make decisions, generate and 
develop ideas or create new text. 

● Identify and record sources of information 
using the Harvard referencing system 
accurately. 

● Identify the purpose and audience, select 
and adapt the format using suitable 
content, style and vocabulary. 
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Experiences and 

Outcomes 

Encourage your child to....  

 

Creating Texts 

I am learning to use language and 

style in a way which engages and / 

or influences my reader. 

 

 

Creating Texts 

I can convey information, describe 

events, explain processes or 

combine ideas in different ways. 

 

 

 

 

Creating Texts 

I can persuade, argue, explore 
issues or express an opinion using 
relevant supporting detail and / or 
evidence. 
 

 

 

● Write short and extended functional, 
personal and imaginative text which 
engages and influences the reader using: 
o context specific words and phrases to 

communicate 
o language and style to fit purpose and 

audience e.g. tone, formal or informal 
language and word choice 

o language to describe setting, location, 
atmosphere, time or place appropriate to 
the characters and events 

o emotive and descriptive language to 
engage the reader’s emotion and 
interest 

o details to support the reader’s 
understanding of the writer’s feelings 
and thoughts 

o variety of sentence lengths and types 
e.g. command, exclamation, rhetorical 
question 

o variety of structure e.g. punctuation, 
word order, repetition, line length and 
sections to support fluency and create 
impact 

o relevant supporting detail and / or 
evidence to support the line of 
argument, point of view or event 

o poetic techniques e.g. rhyme, line 
length, alliteration, similes 

o logically organised steps, ideas, 
information 

o a coherent line of thought or storyline to 
its conclusion 

o a suitable structure including an opening 
paragraph, introduction and conclusion 

o narrative voice and appropriate tenses 
o a variety of conjunctions confidently to 

link ideas and develop fluency. 
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Experiences and 

Outcomes 

Encourage your child to....  

 
 

Creating Texts 

As I write for different purposes and 

readers, I can describe and share 

my experiences, expressing what 

they made me think about and how 

they made me feel. 

 

 

Creating Texts 

Having explored the elements which 
writers use in different genres, I can 
use what I learn to create stories, 
poems and plays with an interesting 
and appropriate structure, interesting 
characters and / or settings which 
come to life. 

 

● Identify and apply the elements which 
writers use and the features of sub-genre 
e.g. account, report, letter, story, poem, 
news article, instructions. 

● Produce writing independently: 
o to convey information, describe 

events, explain processes 
o to persuade, argue, explore issues or 

express an opinion using relevant 
supporting detail and / evidence 

o to describe and share experiences, 
expressing thoughts and feelings 

o using interesting and appropriate 
structure, the five points of 
characterisation and / or setting which 
come to life. 



Literacy Second Level – Talking and Listening 

10 
 

 

Experiences and 

Outcomes 

     Encourage your child to....  

Enjoyment & Choice 

I regularly select and listen to 

or watch texts which I enjoy 

and find interesting, and I can 

explain why I prefer certain 

sources. 

I regularly select subject, 

purpose, format and resources 

to create texts of my choice. 

 

Tools 

When I engage with others, I 

can respond in ways 

appropriate to my role, show 

that I value others’ 

contributions and use these to 

build on thinking. 

 

Tools 

I can recognise how the 

features of spoken language 

can help in communication, 

and I can use what I learn. 

I can recognise different 

features of my own and others’ 

spoken language. 

 

● Select texts, state preferences and justify 
choice of texts to listen to, watch or 
create. 

● Listen and talk readily to peers in a group 
situation demonstrating an ability to take 
on a variety of roles. 

● Listen attentively and make appropriate 
and relevant comments and respond 
receptively to differing views. 

● Begin to demonstrate the features of 
group discussion skills: 
o responding and reacting to audience 
o making a reasoned response to a 

contradictory point of view 
o agreeing and supporting 
o questioning 
o challenging and defending 
o expanding and summarising. 

● Demonstrate the features of effective 
talking and oral presentation skills e.g. 
o use of voice, addressing audience 
o pace, gesture, fluency, expression, 

emphasis 
o choice of words 
o props and resources. 

● In preparing a presentation: 
o identify the purpose and what the 

audience needs to know 
o select and adapt the format of delivery 

to meet needs and experience 
● present using suitable content, style and 

engaging vocabulary. 
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Experiences and 

Outcomes 

Encourage your child to....  

 
 

Tools 

I can recognise how the 

features of spoken language 

can help in communication, 

and I can use what I learn. 

I can recognise different 

features of my own and others’ 

spoken language. 

 
Finding & Using Information 

As I listen or watch, I can 
identify and discuss the 
purpose, main ideas and 
supporting detail contained 
within the text, and use this 
information for different 
purposes. 
 
Finding & Using Information 

As I listen or watch, I can 
make notes, organise these 
under suitable headings and 
use these to understand ideas 
and information and create 
new texts, using my own 
words as appropriate. 
 

Finding & Using Information 

I can select ideas and relevant 
information, organise these in 
an appropriate way for my 
purpose and use suitable 
vocabulary for my audience. 
 

● Self and peer evaluate using the features 
of talking, oral presentation and listening 
skills. 

● Identify genre and the specific features of 
texts listened to, watched or read. 

● Identify and discuss the main ideas, 
supporting detail, vocabulary and purpose 
of increasingly complex texts seen or 
heard in order to e.g. 
o compare and contrast 
o identify cause and effect 
o justify choice of language 
o summarise points / findings. 

● Make notes with increasing 
independence: 
o using preferred format i.e. mind map, 

table, flow chart, bulleted list 
o organise in a logical, sequential and 

structured manner 
o under suitable headings to clarify 

thinking 
o using own and technical vocabulary. 

● Use notes to understand ideas and 
information and create a variety of texts 
for different purposes and audiences. 



Literacy Second Level – Talking and Listening  

12 
 

Experiences and 

Outcomes 

Encourage your child to....  

 
 

Understanding, Analysing & 

Evaluating 

I can show my understanding of 
what I listen to or watch by 
responding to literal, inferential, 
evaluative and other types of 
questions, and by asking different 
kinds of questions of my own. 
 
Understanding, Analysing & 

Evaluating 

To help me develop an informed 
view, I can distinguish fact from 
opinion, and I am learning to 
recognise when my sources try to 
influence me and how useful 
these are. 
 

Creating Texts 

When listening and talking with 
others for different purposes, I 
can: 
● share information, 

experiences and opinions 
● explain processes and ideas 
● identify issues raised and 

summarise main points or 
findings 

● clarify points by asking 
questions or by asking others 
to say more. 

 

Creating Text 

I am developing confidence when 

engaging with others within and 

beyond my place of learning.  I 

can communicate in a clear, 

expressive way and I am learning 

to select and organise resources 

independently. 

 

● Understand and respond to literal, 
inferential and evaluative questions. 

● Formulate literal, inferential and evaluative 
questions with increasing complexity for 
self and others to answer. 

● Recognise fact and opinion in context in 
order to develop an informed view. 

● Recognise the intended purpose of text by 
identifying the techniques employed e.g. 
influence, persuasion and discuss 
effectiveness. 

● Share information, personal experiences 
and opinions and explain processes and 
ideas when listening to and talking with 
others for different purposes. 

● Consider the views of others when 
listening and talking and express a 
personal opinion. 

● Identify issues raised, summarise main 
points or findings and draw conclusions 
when listening and talking. 

● Use effective questioning to elicit 
information and clarify understanding. 

● Communicate effectively by transferring 
skills to a variety of settings using 
appropriate resources. 


